








n WORLD CHAMPIONS BATTLE 
MU NEIN > IN AMERICA: 125 AND 500 
— YAMAHA TT400 MONOSHOCKER. 


P IS IT A REAL ISDT-BIKE, OR 
* EL ANOTHER PRETENDER? 
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MOTO-CROSS JERSEYS 


For all brands of bikes! 
PROMPT SHIPMENT 


Specially made Moto-Cross Jerseys extra- 
strong seams, reinforced elbows. Satisfaction 
guaranteed. Use easy-order form—All orders 
shipped promptly from stock. 






SPECIAL $9.95 


r ewes m Clip and Maile em m m 


Village Cycle Shop 
10 C Moto-Cross Rd. 
Lake City, Tenn. 37769 


Please send me . 


Moto-Cross Jerseys 


— —— Moto-Cross Jerseys, 


as follows: 
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Kawasaki XS | S |M Es A 
Name 5 — as RN 
Street uc ER NET == 
City — State — — Zip. 


Enclosed is my check or money order for $9.95 per 
Jersey, plus $.70 for handling and postage of each 
shirt ordered. 


EDITORIAL CONTRIBUTIONS must be accompanied by return 
postage and will be handled with reasonable care; however, 
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Lockhart, the oil cooler people, announces the most revolution- 
ary new concept in motorcycling since the fairing. We call it the 
Apple Warmer. Not only does it keep your Adam's apple (neck) warm, it 


prevents your hair from tangling, keeps eyes from tearing, and filters out Sidney Holtz Vice President 
d + for off-road use Al Traina Vice President 
us Philip Korsant Vice President 
The Apple Warmer securely fastens onto any full-face helmet, or open Charles B. Seton Secretary 
face helmet with face shield. No drilling or helmet modification neces- side e 


sary; it is easily removed. May be worn inside or out. Constructed of black 
quilted water-repellent nylon. 


Please send me 
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W. Bradford Briggs Vice Chairman 
SUBSCRIPTION SERVICE: Forms 3579 and all subscription 
correspondence should be addressed to Cycle, Circulation 
Department, P.O. Box 2776, Boulder, Colorado 80302. Please 
allow at least eight weeks for change of address. Include your 
old address, as well as new—enclosing, if possible, an address 
label from a recent issue. 


Apple Warmers. Enclosed is check or 





€ Charge my Master Charge account # 
L] Charge my BankAmericard account # 


Add 75* postage.and handling. California residents add 6% sales tax. 
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Honda Showcases 
the 1977 Lineup. 


New from 
Hondaline. 


What They're Saying... 


~ ©1976 American Honda Motor Co., Inc. 


The 1977 Honda motorcycle lineup has been announced and 
many of these models will soon be appearing on dealer show- 
room floors from coast to coast. During the next couple of 
months look for the entire model lineup at dealerships in your 
area. However, due to strong consumer demand, three of the 
new machines have already been released. They are the XR-75, 
ATC~ 90 and the CT-70. Released at the same time was the 
brand-new on/off-road machine, the XL-75. This new little 
bike 1s a rugged mini enduro as well as a fully equipped street- 
legal machine. Get down to your Honda dealer and see his 77 
models on display now. 


New Hondaline™ T-shirts have just arrived at many Honda 
dealers. These new shirts come in six action designs, and one 
features Team Honda’s Marty Smith. The imprints are soft-feel 
silkscreen for good looks and comfortable wearing. Styled with 
the high crew neck, the adult sizes have a front pocket plus the 
Honda insignia. New Team Honda shirts are also available. 
These half-polyester, half-cotton crew necks sport the red, white 
and blue Honda colors with the Honda name emblazoned on 
the front. They come in sizes from small to extra-large and 
they're ready now at your Honda dealer. 


The Honda CB-750-Automatic has drawn rave reviews from 
owners and press alike. From the press... Motor Trend's com- 
ment on the new automatic — "Handling is another strong suit 
for this bike. The tremendous feeling of stability that made me 
feel quite at home, even the first time I stepped aboard. Corner- 
ing is also excellent. It was certainly more than I needed for 
ordinary street use? Rider had this to say about the CB-750A — 
"One pleasant aspect is the total lack of any drive train snatch 
when the throttle is rolled on or off. Very nice!" And, from 
Motorcyclist magazine (they call it "The Handler’) —“Coupied 
with the option of High or Low range, there is no situation 
which can overtax the Hondamatic's effective power delivery 
capability. its ability to lunge forward at the twist of the grip? 
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Editorial 


Such a Deal! 


9 MOST OF YOU NEVER HEARD OF FLOYD 
CLYMER. Floyd, dead now seven years, 
was Cycle's owner and publisher for 13 
years, having bought it for a smile and a 
shoeshine in 1953 and sold it in 1966, 
turning a tidy 10,000% profit and leaving 
in his wake a trail as big as all outdoors of 
mystified readers, astonished industry 
people, bedazzled race track owners and 
flourishing magazine competitors. 

Floyd wrote, in the January, 1960 issue, 
“Now that practically all the 1960 models 
have been announced, it is a good time 
. . . to study the features of the various 
makes and contact their dealers." In 
March of 1965 Floyd penned, "Now that 
Spring is just around the corner and most 


motorcycle dealers have a substantial. 


` stock of new models, it is a good time for 
prospective buyers to contact dealers and 
arrange for early delivery. Those who wait 
may find a shortage when Spring gets 
under way . . ." In July of 1965 he wrote, 
"With the coming of Spring . . . motorcy- 
cle enthusiasts will soon be hitting the 
highway . . . to enjoy their favorite sport. 
Now is the best possible time. . . to make 
arrangements . . ." 

As far as Floyd was concerned, any 
time was a good time. He even recom- 
mended a buying expedition to “your 
local dealer" when he read in the Wall 
Street Journal that there might be a short- 
age of railway freight cars. 

Well, ol’ Floyd would be proud of me, 
because here's another "Now is the 
Time" Editorial in that deathless Clymer 
tradition. Now isthe time. But not because 
its Spring, which it isn't, or Summer, 
which it also isn't, or Fall, which it is but 
doesn't matter, and not because there is a 
railway freight car shortage, which there 
isn't, and not because it's the Bicentennial 
(| can imagine Floyd intoning in 1966, 
"Only ten years till the Bicentennial! Now 
is the best possible time to buy a motorcy- 
cle!”), and not because of the energy 
crisis, which there isn't but ought to be 
shortly, and not because it's an election 
year, which it is but who cares. 

No. Now is the time for one simple 
reason: there are too many motorcycles in 
warehouses, too many potential motor- 
cyclists out in their sailboats, and bikes 
are so cheap as to defy belief. 

| have here a copy of the Classifieds in 
the Sunday, July 25 edition of the Los 
Angeles Times, page 71 of which con- 
cerns motorcycles. What are listed are 
advertised prices, applicable only in 
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Southern California, by a few dealers. We 
all know that there are a lot of dealers 
here, and a lot of competition, and a lot of 
buyers, and that prices here are not nec- 
essarily indicative of prices everywhere. 

But look at this: Temple City Kawasaki 
is advertising a new KZ900 for $2075. Its 
official, Suggested Retail price this year is 
$2475—so right off you're $400 to the 
good, or enough for any kind of accessory 
combination that appeals to you. And how 
about this: a brand new CB550 Four for 
$1405, from California Honda. That's $65 
less than the bike cost in 1972, the year of 
its introduction—and the 1976 version has 
four seasons worth of typical Honda im- 
provements. 

What should the Honda cost? | am no 
economist, or accountant, so my ap- 
praisal of the situation can be accused of 
over-simplification. Even so: assuming 
the ongoing rate of inflation has averaged 
8% since '72, the bike should have cost 
(improvements aside) $1588 in '73, $1715 
in '74, $1852 in '75 and an even $2000 in 
1976. So in effect it's $600 cheaper than it 
ought to be, or a cool 3096. Let's look at it 
differently. The bike currently can be had 
for $1405. Working backwards through 
the 896 per year spiral, to get the same 
deal on the 550 you would have spent 
$1292 in '75, $1188 in '74, $1093 in '73 
and $1006 in 1972. : 

How about the CB750? When Honda's 
mighty disc-brake four was offered to this 
market in 1969, its Suggested Retail was 
$1495. Assuming that the bike didn't 
change or improve in any way, inflation 
alone would have driven its price up to 
$2561 by 1976. What does it really cost? 
From Glendora Honda and from Dick 'n' 
Walt's, $1689. From Honda of Pasadena, 
$1695. From Huntington Honda, $1689. 
What does that mean in terms of 1969 
dollars? To get the same kind of bargain, a 
brand new CB-750 should have priced out 
at $938 eight years ago, instead of the 
$1495 it did cost. Can you imagine paying 
$938 for a CB-750 in 1969? You can treat 
yourself to a parallel bargain today, and 
rip off a 750 for 6696 of what it really ought 
to cost, or a 3496 savings. 

What's going on here, anyway? Call it 
backlash from the expansion imperative. 
Call it the accordion effect. Call it over- 
supply, or over-stimulation. Call it fall-out 
from competition for the leisure dollar. 
Call it a tough row to hoe for the industry, 
and a windfall for the buyer. 

| have a feeling that it all came to the 


surface during the energy crisis of early 
1974. Motorcycles have served nobly as 
transpo items in all other countries, First- 
World or second or third. More powerful 
elements of the motorcycle industry, 
namely the Japanese giants Honda, Ya- 
maha, Suzuki and Kawasaki, have long 
hoped and felt that bikes would eventually 
be sold as transportation vehicles in the 
United States too. When the energy crisis 
struck, so did panic buying—and so did 
plant expansion in Japan. Sensing that 
the market was about to erupt like it had in 
the Sixties, bikes in unprecedented quanti- 
ties started streaming across the Pacific. 

But when they got here, so did gas- 
oline—and all, or most, of the folks who 
had been looking at motorcycles began 
looking at a whole new generation of 
small cars, and then at a new generation 
of big cars. Panic buying stopped dead 
halfway through the summer of '74—and 
panic selling began. We saw rebate cam- 
paigns by Suzuki—a first. Certain distribu- 
tors began footing the flooring bill for their 
dealers. Prices came down. Dealerships 
started being for sale; dealerships closed 
their doors. Prices came down even 
more. Additional sales incentives were 
added, and prices continued to drop. 
Could the Japanese simply have turned 
off the faucet? Not really—not faced with 
minimum growth imperatives of 1096 per 
year, just to stay even and keep every- 
body employed. 

In effect, the industry juiced itself up for 
another cataclysmic market eruption— 
and got.a cataclysmic market dry-up in- 
stead. So there was a double-whammy: 
more supply, less demand. Not only are 
there some new '75s around still, but 
there are a lot of new '76s, and the '77s 
Will be out by the time you read this. 

Happily for the industry, sales in certain 
areas (notably intermediate and big street 
bikes) are starting to perk up a little, but 
its going to take a lot of perking before 
the industry attains early '74 sales levels. 
Meanwhile, bikes are going to be one of 
the greatest inflation-fighting forces in the 
United States, and there is a body of 
thought which holds that unless there is 
another gas crisis that results in rationing, 
growth in our business will be gentle 
forever more—and that suggests that the 
demanders will have the suppliers where 
they want them for a good long time. 

So like Floyd said, "now is the best 
possible time. . . ." 

— Cook Neilson 


CYCLE 














ACCESSORIES 


for everybody and their bikes. "S We ship We ship Worldwide 


B-STUFFER BAG — 10” diameter, 
RAIN-PROOF 17" long. Holds two helmets 
CYCLE LUGGAGE and clothing. Travels securely. 
Three-snap flap. Heavy duty À 
slings. Red, Yellow, Blue, Black $9.95 £ 















HANDLEBAR EXTENDERS For all 
- Hondas including GL1000. Also Z-1 
HONDA SWITCH-UP KIT Fits all Hondas. Kawasaki and 750 Yamaha. Move 
Move ignition switch up. Do it yourself ^ handle bars back to comfortable 
in minutes, wen need DG Ser. riding position without changing s 
Mounting bracket, new switch, two keys cables, brake h r wirin e r 
ed otee hanss 55  yeor and model ose orwiring. $10.98 — s-ango” SADDLE BAGS For on or off bike. Double duty 
Complete kit $19.95 bags fit under seat, over seat, over shoulder. Heavy 


duty Naugahyde with chrome plated hardware, heavy 
HONDA- YAMAHA- KAWASAKI 





C-SUPER STUFFER — 21" long, 
12" diameter. All features, plus 
“piggy back" pouch. 
Red, Yellow, Blue, Black 
$13.95 


D-TANK BAG Straps to 
gas tank; 12"x10"x5". 
Topside map pocket and 
personal effects pouch. 
Heavy-duty sling for take- 
along convenience. 

Red, Yellow, Blue, Black $14.95 


COMPLETE SET All three bags in 
matching colors. 
Red, Yellow, Blue, Black. $38.00 






rivet reinforced. Tie down strap assures snug fit. 
Each bag 12" wide, 11" high, 47%” deep. Great 
innovation for free & easy travel. set ot two $19.95 
Black or Brown 








MINEOLA ENGINE GUARD BARS 
Protects on both sides, prevents TOWER NG MET Iewers 
extensive damage. Easy bolt-on frame & shocks. No 
installation. For Honda CB750, welding. For Honda 
thru K5, 750F, CB550, CB500K, 750K0— K5 & CB500 
350F, SUOT, 400F and CB450. 550K. $19.95 set 

.49 se E ` 





NEW! FUEL GAUGE Fits 
all Honda flip cap models; all 
NEW GAS CAP LOCK For all years. Also Yamaha '75's (road) 
Honda flip cap models, all and Kawasaki '75's (road). rasy 
years. Can be used with new — to install 
fuel gauge (Honda only). 
Heavy duty. 2 keys. Easy to 
install. A 95 




























NEW DUALARM 
Greater safety for your 
bike. High-decibel dual 
horns sound off if bike 
is touched, continues 
sounding if bike is 
moved. Adjusts auto- 
matically to any parking 
angle, locks in place 
when set. Chrome plated 
Steel case. Powered by 


CYCLE COVERS Form fitted, 
protects against all weather. 
Heavy gauge, cloth 

backed. Resists muffler 
heat. Contoured to 
all accessories. 

With tie straps. 


Bike shown includes 
sissy bar & pad, 
windshield & fairing, 
luggage rack and 

















COIN & BILL HOLDER Quick access for 
tolls, parking, etc. Holds over 20 coins 
— nickels, dimes, quarters. Out-of-view 
bill holder. Easy, secure snap-on-off 

attachment on handlebars or anywhere. 





Sturdy, light-weight metal. For all bikes. $11.98 batteries (not included). saddle bags. 
« One year warranty. $956 For 175cc $15.95 

) DUALARM $39.95 & smaller HM IRE smaller $21.95 

“DO-IT. " ; # w/Sissy Bar $24.95 

P SE por : - J S'steecablethonn — | ^ temone 91999 #984 w/Wndshid | $24.95 

NEW! COTTER PIN Fits all. Just pull if cut sounds alarm. CEA es : 


4-VACUUM GAUGE SET 
For Honda & Kawasaki 
4 cylinder. With 4 con- 
trollable dampening 
valves. For synchroniz- 
ingcarburetors $44.95 


For 1000cc $29.95 


w/Sissy Bar Bee 95 
w/Wndshld 


$30.95 
Sissy Bar & Wndshld $34.95 


out, adjust chain, snap back in. $1.50 ` DUALOCK ALARM $49.95 


CAM CHAIN BRACELET 
For men & women. 
Unusual eye-catcher 
in today's styling. 
Sizes S,M,L,XL. 
Chrome plated $3.98 
Gold color $4.98 





NEW ELASTIC RIDING BELT. 
Fully adjustable with 3 buckles for maximum 
back and kidney support. UT change e ë 
pouch. 4 sizes: S-M-L-XL . . . $11.49 SHORTY HELMET highest quality 
Fiberglass, nylon safety chin strap 
full styrofoam lined. 1209 
peripheral vision. Surpasses:290.1 
specifications. Sizes S, M, L, XL. 
White, Gold, Blue, Green, Red MINEOLA MAX HORN 
ive 1S Rd choice. Ear-piercing sound from 
$19.95 Two for $29.95 chrome-plated high output 
horn. For safety, replace 
your original horn. Fits all 
Hondas and other bikes 
$11.98 





DEERSKIN RIDING GLOVES UNIVERSAL SADDLE BAGS Fit almost all bikes, over or 
Comfortable, snug fit, under seat. Easily removable for carrying. Large ca- 
contours to hand. Smooth, pacity. Durable Black or Brown Vinyl. 


supple deerskin allows 4 
full control of road feel. Set of two $13.95 (Black or Brown Leather $19.95) 


Elastic hugs wrist. Ideal T 3 DELUXE HELMET CHIN 

l. 1 
accor fan Men Ss. BN : CUP Fully padded. Lock- 
8 M,L,XL. Ladies: S,M,L. in iugs prevent slip- 
Pr. $12.50 " page, Mcd pius 
ness. Eliminates skin , 
irritation. Ends hang- MOTOCROSS GLOVES Simulated leather for HELMET 


ing strap end iniblack, 4;8izes:5 M,L XU. Quick release that works lik iniat A 
p ike a miniature arel & A i 
White or black $1.95 Pr. $4.95 2 pr. $8.49 seat belt. Polished metal. Replaces your d CERES 


“D” rings easily. $2.49 





SAF-T-RELEASE Ml 





MINEOLA TOURING SEAT The ultimate! Maximum 
comfort, tops in style. Covers helmet holders and 
wires on late model bikes. Black or 
Dark Brown. $84.95 

Also available with 14" steel reinforced 
back. $99.95 

























; ( NEW HONDA 
MINEOLA CUSTOM SEATS. HUE MARQUIS SEAT Dovers helmet holders EAGLE PATCH 
For Honda GL1000, 1" to 3" lower than standard. Black or Eye-catching, finely 


Dark Brown. $89.95 " M DR 
E NE Also available without back. $72.50 ; BEER UNE 
350K4/G: Yamaha — nd es vellon talons” 
V Um me pane Black AERE 
i se Iron f sew-on 
Kawasaki 900 (75 & : ; Twosies o 
earlier) Durable x d TA 7 s Giant SEU 
» Naugahyde. Fit custom \ a / ^ span. 10” hig 
or stock. Hinge like No. 77 : $8.95 
stock seats. Regular Pate 


3 span. 5” high 
FREE GIFTS to all No. 81 $3.49 
out-of-town visitors 


NOW PHONE YOUR ORDER 














Visit our only retail location. 


JM uas ee ee ERE ee ee ee ee ee MEE 


ONEA of MINEOLA “iii y iso 
















































TOLL FREE Sars" 5 
800-645 6066 (516) 248-5775 o 
be = NAME - ae ene —Ü a | 
viri kite ean except N.Y., Hawaii & Alaska i: we | 
fi . ADDRESSES = ES ———À M3 
COMFORT CUSHION GRIP Minimize handlebar vibration. or call 516-248-5775 ET 
For Hondas. Soft rubber Compound, zn AERE, grips. l CITY — — STATE Ps, Ee | 
cushion design gives added com- ack only Set of 2—$3.49 [e 
fort, better control. $ NEW 1376 CATALOG $1 Year . Model # Serial = 5S 5 
Black only. — Setof2 $3.29 and Cycle Sound Record 4 l =N E v 
($1.50 by Air Mail anywhere in the world.) [ (Is & 204 IS |: 
| QUAN. ITEM SIZE | COLOR choices) |= é 
FREE w 28 
with all 2 =e 
orders | i jo 5 
= 
over $5 z | E 5 
: ju 
| sa ule gS 
NEW CYCLE SPAT No more ruined es ZEE 
MINEOLA CRUISE CONTROL Effortless shoes! CycTe Spat protects against L [oed | as 
throttle control. Eliminates fatigue, wrist abrasions, scuffing, indenting. One N.Y. State residents add 7% sales tax Add 5% shipping os | a= 
pains. Quick, easy on-off installation. size fits all. Genuine leather, elas- (Minimum 75¢) Z5 Ee 
Fits all cycles. $2.49 tic straps. Extra strap included. = zo 
Black or Brown $3.98 E] Special Handling & Divy S150 additional (optional) TOTAL 00 
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Its Only Money 


Fork Up: PJ1, known for their chain-oil 
products, has developed a new fork oil, 
tested under actual racing and touring 
conditions as well as in the laboratory. 
According to the maker, the oil maintains 
consistent performance through the most 
severe temperature ranges. PJ1 claims 





their product treats fork seals, prevents 
rust and oxidation, provides anti-wear lu- 
bricity, produces superior damping—and 
never foams in forks. Got any further 
questions? Then write PJ1 Fork Oil, Amer- 
ican PJ1 Company, 15840 Ventura Blvd., 
Encino, CA 91316. 
CIRCLE NO. 1 ON READER SERVICE PAGE 


Second Best? Ancra calls their new 
"Ancra Blue" tiedowns the world's sec- 
ond best. The best, says Ancra, is their 
top-of-line straps, but the new blue 
tiedowns will fit almost anyone's wallet. 
"Ancra Blue" tiedowns retail for a sug- 
gested $9.95; they are made of 2000- 





pound test polypropylene webbing. For 
the name of the distributor nearest you, 
write to Motorsports Division, Ancra Cor- 
poration, 118 Center Street, El Segundo, 
CA 90245. Or just check at your motorcy- 
cle dealer, and ask for "Ancra Blue." 
CIRCLE NO. 2 ON READER SERVICE PAGE 
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Alloy Slippers: In a few minutes you can 
fit alloy coolers to your Boge Mulholland 
shocks. The coolers have allen screws 
that hold the units to the shocks. Boge 
Slip-On Coolers retail for $19.95. Be sure 
to specify the size of shocks when order- 





ing. For more information write or call: 
Cycle Products West, Inc., 11900 West 
Pico Boulevard, West Los Angeles, CA 
90064. Telephone: 213/477-0997 or 473- 


7996. 
CIRCLE NO. 3 ON READER SERVICE PAGE 


Fork Kit: Want to make your Yamaha 
TT500 handle like a much lighter motor- 
cycle? According to Webco, that’s what 
their fork kit will do for the TT500. The kit 
eliminates a lot of front-end pounding, 
and consequently reduces rider fatigue. 
Extra-capacity air chambers that screw 
into the-top of each stanchion tube make 





the system work better, and redesigned 
damper rods with Webco’s own valving 
give eight full inches of precisely con- 
trolled travel. Suggested retail price at 
your Webco dealer is $59.95. For further 
information, contact Webco, Inc., 218 
Main Street, Venice, California. 
CIRCLE NO. 4 ON-READER SERVICE PAGE 





Black Boxes, Blue Sparks: Here's a 
couple of CDI units from Martek Products. 
These Mototek ignitions are designed to 
replace breaker-points on single-cylinder 
two and four-stroke motorcycles. The 
units convert any magneto or ET ignition 
to a high performance, solid-state system 
that delivers, according to the maker, 
twice the spark energy of standard 
breaker-point ignitions and provides auto- 





matic spark advance, faster rise-times, 
longer plug life, and less plug fouling. 
Model CD-31 ($54.95) is a compact, 
hard-cased black box which replaces 
both the points and spark coil. Model CD- 
15 ($43.95) simply eliminates the points 
and works with the motorcycle's existing 
spark coil. For specific information re- 
garding application of these units, contact 
Martek Products, P.O. Box 1639, Carls- 


bad, CA 92008. 
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Ten-fingered Star: Malcolm Smith de- 
veloped and tested his Star Glove for 
more than a year before he was satisfied 
with the result. The gloves are made from 
top grade leather, and they have thick 
padded palms and backs. The gloves are 





heavy-duty items, right down to the stitch- 

ing. The color combination is red, white 

and blue. The gloves retail for $19.95 the 

pair. See your dealer, or deal directly with 

Malcolm Smith Racing Products, Post Of- 
fice Box 1086, Riverside, CA 92502. 
CIRCLE NO. 6 ON READER SERVICE PAGE 
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Now YOU Can Be A MOTORCYCLE 
oe MECHANIC .......... 


you what to do, how to do if... 
guide you every step of the way 
fo become a skilled motorcycle mechanic. 


If you like to ride a bike for fun. . . learn how to fix it for profit! Can you 
imagine a better way to earn your living? And the pay is great — whether you 
choose to work in a cycle shop for somebody else or decide to start your 
own cycle repair business. Now, thanks to North American, there's 

a fast, easy way to get the training you need ... at home in your spare time. 
No need to quit school or job. Experts show you step-by-step everything 











Millions of 
New Motorcycle 
Riders Year After Year 


Motorcycle sales are going 
through the roof! The esti- 
mate of a million new 
motorcycles bought this 
year is probably low — 
and now with higher gaso- 
line prices and possible 
shortages, you can just 
imagine how many people 
are going to be switching 
from automobiles to mo- 
torcycles for their regular 










Cycles are big business 






Registered Motor- 
cycles in- U.S.A. 
5 Source: Stat. Abs. of 
— U.S.A. Prepared by 
Bur. of Census 
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-'65 '67 '69 71 '73 775 
Every year gets bigger. With 
sales forecast of over a 
million cycles a year, you 









from minor tune-ups to major overhauls. 


You Get the Tools 
You Need for a Fast Start 


We send you special cycle tools and precision test instru- 
ments ... yours to use during your training... and yours 
to keep in your action-packed career. You learn by doing 
— with tools in your hands — getting the practice you 
need to become an expert motorcycle mechanic. Every- 
thing explained in easy-to-understand language, com- 
plete with drawings, diagrams, photographs. You learn 
engine design, carburetion, electrical systems... as well 


transportation . . . not to 
mention the thousands of 
new dirt bike riders who 
are discovering the thrill 
of this action-packed sport. 


Motorcycle Shops Need Qualified Mechanics 


Has your bike ever been out of action waiting for needed 
repairs? It happens to almost everyone! It seems motor- 
cycle shops just can't keep enough mechanics on hand to 
take care of everyone. Wherever you go all over this 
country, you'll find motorcycle shops looking for quali- 
fied mechanics... and they pay good money too! 


as frame repair, wheels, shocks, transmission, valves, 
everything from routine maintenance to a major overhaul. 


E cae E ERE 


SENT MAIL THIS HANDY POSTAGE- 
< FREE PAID COUPON-ENVELOPE... 


Cut out entire Business Reply Envelope (both panels) 
along dotted line. Fill in coupon-envelope. Seal all 
; sides (staple, tape or paste). Mail today! NO 
POSTAGE STAMP IS NECESSARY! 


Motorcycle Boom Means 
Big Profits for Repairmen 


1 Cycles are big business . . . and so is fixing them! 
* There are more than 4 million motorcycles registered 
in the U.S. today. Plus an estimated 3 million more 
dirt bikes. But, there are fewer than 14,000 motor- 
cycle mechanics available to repair them. (Imagine 
only one mechanic for every 500 cycles!) No wonder 
, career opportunities are so great for the skilled 
repairman. And they're getting better every day! Now 
the door is open to you. Dept, EAO 96 






can easily see there could 
be ten million motorcycles 
on the road in a very short 
time. 
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of special eie: 
fast! These are 
yours to keep n your aci 
mechanic. 


More Girls — More Bikes Each Year 

If you've been riding your bike for fun the past few years, 
you can see for yourself that more and more girls are 
taking up the sport. And this means more bikes every 
year... and bigger demand for motorcycle mechanics. 
So get in on the action... get in on the fun — start 
making good money as a motorcycle mechanic. 


Your Future is in Your Own Hands 
The big demand means you can decide for yourself 
whether you want to work for someone else or get into 
your own cycle repair business. Start in your spare time 
repairing cycles at home — or get a job with a motorcycle 
shop! After you've been a working mechanic, you can 
decide whether you want to start your own profitable 
repair business. owl Be the Center 
of Attraction in Your Circle of Friends 
Enjoy the admiration of friends 
and neighbors as they flock 
around to watch you tear down 
and tune up all kinds of motor- 
cycles. And just think of the 
satisfaction in knowing you've got 
the best performing bike in town. 
Plus, you can make extra dollars 
fixing motorcycles for friends 
and neighbors. 


NORTH AMERICAN SCHOOL OF MOTORCYCLE REPAIR, 
4500 Campus Dr., Dept. EAoSeNewport Beach. CA 92663 


SEAL ALL SIDES (STAPLE OR TAPE) AND MAIL 
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Big Smarty? 


The cover picture of the August, 1976 
issue of CYCLE is not of "Big Dummy," 
affectionately known or otherwise. It's not 
even in Oklahoma. It's a picture of one of 
the cathedral rocks in Yosemite Valley, 
Yosemite National Park, California. I’ve 
been going to Yosemite Valley since | was 
born, and | know it like the back of my 
hand. 

Peter Varga 
(no address) 


SNIDE ‘N’ SIDEWAYS 

Alright, enough! | have blindly followed 
the prophets and accepted my fates as 
readily as any rat grabs at the cheese at 
maze's end. | have a copy of “The Two 
Stroke Tuners Handbook” and a collec- 
tion of bent, twisted and misshapen files, 
my microwave oven now has K-Mart coils 
and | must use a stopwatch to cook. | can 
spell Gordon Jennings backwards. 

But | have had enough of your snide 
and sideways remarks concerning han- 
dlebar streamers. This maintenance free, 
multipurpose accessory is perhaps over- 
looked by more novices than common 
sense would dictate. Aside from their ob- 
vious aesthetic value, streamers make 
Jim Dandy wind indicators for the touring 
rider. Why, many is the time l've come 
crawling out of a bar and hoisted myself 
up into the saddle by, you guessed it, my 
handlebar streamers. They are excellent 
curb feelers in those high speed sweep- 
ers and are perhaps the ultimate in anti- 
theft protection. After all, would you steal 
a bike that had. . . handlebar streamers? 

Jack Bellinoff 
Glendale, Arizona 


MIDDLEWEIGHTS 

In your August issue comparing the 
Middleweights, you're trying to go two 
directions at once. If you really were com- 
paring the Sporting Middleweights as 
your title stated, | think you should have 
included the Honda 400 which is a great 
bike, and not even considered the Honda 
500T. 

You seem to have shifted emphasis 
partway through your article from Sport- 
ing Middleweights to Touring Mid- 
dleweights. You raved about the Suzuki 
550 for its touring abilities and knocked 
the Yamaha 400 because you wouldn't 
like it for touring. If you were testing 
Touring Middleweights, then you should 
have selected the Honda 550 four-piper 
instead of the Sport. This would have 
given you a softer saddle and no right- 
hand cornering problems. Overall, the 
8 


article was worthwhile if only to Show how 
much better the Suzukis are than most 
people realize and to hopefully convince 
Honda that it's time to give up on an 11- 
year-old design that's not competitive 
anymore. 
William Neander 
San Lorenzo, California 
With regard to your point about the Honda 
400F: you're dead right—the bike should 
have been in the Comparison, and the 
500T shouldn't. About the shifting empha- 
sis: what we were after was a broad-front 
comparison, including sporting as well as 
touring elements. We asked Honda for a 
four-pipe 500 Four; they didn't have any. 
—ed. 
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COOLIE LABOR? 

Just ran across a copy of your June, 
1974, issue in a friend's garage under a 
pile of BSA service manuals, and am 
driven to wipe the grease off my hands 
and reply to a letter from one of your 
readers attacking the Japanese motorcy- 
cle industry with the same old arguments. 

To refresh your memory, your letter- 
contributor says, "The ability of the Jap- 
anese to sell well put-together motorcy- 
cles (not superbly designed or brilliantly 
conceived) can be attributed to their 
semi-feudal industrial system and low 
labor costs. . . would you like to work for 
a quarter of what you earn now, or know 
that you virtually had to work for your 
present employer for the rest of your 
natural?" 

Nuts. 


Facts: According to the Hudson In- 
stitute—no fly-by-night outfit-the aver- 
age hourly wage in the US is $4.80. In 
Japan it is $4.10. Know what it is in jolly 
old England? $2.10 an hour. You wanna 
start talking about cheap English coolie 
labor? By-the-way, Japan is scheduled to 
surpass US hourly wage levels in about 
1985. 

As for the "semi-feudal industrial sys- 
tem," while good old free-enterprise 
USA's working force was groaning under 
8% unemployment, Japan's poor, ex- 
ploited laborers were complaining about 
a 1.596 unemployment rate. When was the 
last time the US had an unemployment 
rate that low? It would take a World War 
for us to get anywhere near that level. 

And as for a Japanese worker having to 
work for his employer all his life, non- 
sense. He can quit anytime he wants to 
and get another job; quite a few do. But 
most don't; why should they? 

Take Yamaha, for example. Immacu- 
late factories, workers in white coveralls, 
air conditioning, the works. And damn 
good pay, and great frii.ge benefits, like a 
villa complex by the sea exclusively for the 
use of Yamaha employees and their fami- 
lies, who pay next to nothing, and some- 
times nothing, to use it. 

And Yamaha is not unique. Far from it. 
Japanese industrialists realize their work- 
ers are their most important capital invest- 
ment. They take care of them, and are 
rewarded by loyal, hard-working 
employees. 

Unmarried? You get a dormatory with 
attached cook as part of your employ- 
ment package. You don't have to live 
there, but it saves rent money. Wanna get 
married? Your company will be glad to 
pay match-maker and find you a wife— 
from inside the company, of course. You 
don't have to accept her, but if you are just 
down from Tohoku or up from Kyushu on 
your own for the first time with no family 
near, its nice to know somebody cares 
about your welfare and future hapiness. 
Depending on the company, you'll proba- 
bly get a free honeymoon at a fancy resort 
with rooms in a plush Western-style hotel 
(Western-style beds bounce up and down 
so much better than Japanese-style futon 
. . .), and for sure you'll get rent assis- 
tance and other goodies when you get 
back. 

Semi-feudal? Hell, it's probably com- 
pletely feudal. So what? As far as motor- 
cyclists are concerned all it means is that 
we can buy Z-1s and Gold Wings and 

(Continued on page 12) 
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“and a Starfire GT to go? 


This was no ordinary Saturday. I had 
just driven away from the Oldsmobile 
dealer with my brand new 1977 
Starfire GT. And I was feeling good. 

My hand gripped the 5-speed stick* 
and I felt the 231 V-6 move out. I 
drove past Mary Lou’s house a few 
times and took the opportunity to 
test the horn. She came out, along 
with the rest of the neighborhood. 

Mary Lou eased nonchalantly into 
the high-back bucket seat. But I could 
tell she was mesmerized by all the 
gauges and instrumentation. We 
decided to go to the drive-in. Hope- 
fully, everyone would be there. 

On the way, I took it through the 





S-curves on Johnson Road. I knew 
Mary Lou would be impressed with 
the way the torque-arm suspension 


and stabilizer bars handled the turns. 


(Even I was impressed.) 

What an entrance we made. 
And Debbie, the car hop, doesn’t 
faze easy. Maybe it was the star- 
spoked wheels that got her. Or the 
GT body stripes. Or the fat, raised 
white-letter tires. 


Anyway, I told her, “the burgers 
are to eat here, but the Starfire’s to go. 
And boy, does it go.” 

One trip to the drive-in in my Starfire 
GT, and I was convinced. They 
built one for me. 

*Available option. 
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Can we build one for you? 
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THE 21000. | 
EXTENSION OF. 
A LEGEND. {¢ 








We know why you ride. You 
told us. You rode the King into 
a legend. Proved the perform- 
ance of Z1 over thousands and 
thousands of miles. Now there 
is a new King...Z-1000. We 
built it to be the best there is. 
The essence of motion. The 
mechanical reality of why you 
ride. 1015cc of cafe racer, 
'/4-miler, police bike or touring 
machine. A precision DOHC/4. 
More torque. A rear disc brake. 
And a light, lusty 4- into-2. 
Z-1000 is fast, stable and 
maneuverable. Z-1000 is King. 
The legend extended to rule the 
infinite road. 


Kawasaki 


lets the good times roll. 


GOOD TIMES INCLUDE RIDING SAFELY. 
CHECK LOCAL LAWS BEFORE YOU RIDE. 
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IF YOU'RE 


TOO SKINNY 


GAIN POUNDS... INCHES FAST 


If you're skinny, thin and un- 
derweight due to poor eating 
habits, take WATE-ON! Fast 
gains of 5-10-15 pounds and 
more reported. Helps fil out 
face, arms, legs, chest and 
entire body. Ultra rich in cal- 
ories, vitamins, minerals, iron, 
quick energy and strength ele- 
ments and other body nutrients 
all-in-one. Choice of 5 flavors 
in Homogenized Liquid Emul- 
sion and Condensed Food Tab- 
lets or try new Super Wate-On 2 
Energizers, the high potent form 
of Wate-On. For free book on 
weight building write: Wate-On, 
Dept. WO-484, 427 W. Ran- 
dolph, Chicago, Ill. 60606. Ask 
your druggist for Regular Wate- 
On or extra strength Super or return to 
Wate-On or Super Wate-On 2 name on label 
Energizers if you're in a big for money back. 
hurry. 







Satisfaction 
guaranteed 


wate-on: 


Langlit, Leathers 


The finest custom made leathers for the 


pleasure or sport rider. Factory direct only. 
Catalog available. 


2443 S.E. DIVISION, PORTLAND, ORE.97202 


OFFICIAL HONDA 
PERFORMANCE MANUAL 


How to supertune all Honda bikes from CT- 
70K1 minibike up to 4-cyl. CB-750 K2. Covers 
carbs, ignition, valves and cams. For moto- 
cross, drag racing and street use. Order 
stock #9798, $3.95. Send today for FREE 
catalog with manuals for all American, 
British, Japanese, German and Italian bikes, 
plus tuning, riding, racing, restoring books. 
CARBOOKS, INC., Dept Y 59 181 Glen Ave., 
Sea Cliff, NY 11579 















"Ga-Zee-Bo" has a light, wear-and-tear resistant 
nylon cover for your bike .. . custom-fitted and 
tailor made for your brand, model and optional 
equipment. Gives you every-day protection from 
weather and dust. Provides a deterrent to thieves 
and vandals. Keep your bike looking great . . . let 


“Ga-Zee-Bo” cover for you. 


**Ga-Zee-Bo'' Motorcycle Covers are 


priced from $29.95 


LETTERS gece Continued from page 8 


RE5s—if we want to. Without the Jap- 
anese we might be able to buy some leaky 
ohv twins with drum brakes, or clumsy 
vee-twins with hand-operated gear shifts. 
| know I’m glad Japan is turning out 
motorcycles faster than a slot-machine 
junkie can feed in nickels, and lm glad 
her population benefits from the pros- 
perity her industry brings. 
| sometimes wonder if the "Japanese- 
junk" brigade really cares about motor- 
cycling at all. Aren't they really just hiding 
racial prejudice behind their slams? | don't 
want to think so, but | begin to wonder. 
| can hear it now, these clowns will be 
muttering ‘‘Jap-lover’’—if they've man- 
aged to lip-read down this far. Nuts. I’m a 
motorcycle lover. l've had good Japanese 
bikes and bad Japanese bikes. I’ve had 
good English bikes and bad English bikes. 
Right now I’ve got a Norton Interstate and 
| think it's the best bike I’ve ever had. So 
do | sneer at Japanese machines? Hell, 
why should I? | know damn well the dudes 
at Norton would have sat on their asses till 
England sank under the sea before they 
would have felt compelled to clean up 
their act and produce a decent post- 
World War Two motorcycle were it not for 
the Japanese running away with their 
market. 
C. D. Bohon, Jr. 
Tokyo, Japan 


WHEN YOU'RE NOT ON YOUR BIKE 


YOUR CHOICE OF 5 COLORS 


RED BLACK 
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Both cover and free 
BLUE GREEN carrying case can be 
YELLOW imprinted with your 

bike's brand name 

and emblem 
(when allowed 
by manufacturer). 
, : 





y 
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Suzuki 


CRAAAASSHHH! 

Your article, “After the Fall,” could very 
well be a lifesaver if its readers heed its 
cautions and instructions. One of my ac- 
quaintances, who, after taking a real 
slammer in the dirt, jumped up to find his 
motorcycle to give it “hand-to-bar refor- 
mation,” which drove bone shrapnel from 
his severely fractured vertabrae into his 
spinal cord resulting in permanent nerve 
damage and paralysis. It is definitely a 
good idea to do a careful damage check 
of one's body after a spill. 

David Bankston 
Salem, Oregon 


Thanks for your great article, "After The 
Fall." It was informative—and very impor- 
tant to us non-riders too! 

I’m into cycles—but | myself don't ride; 
but my brother and most of his friends do. 
Believe me, l've had to clean up and 
bandage many a "raspberry" (our term for 
those oozy abrasions), and have seen my 
brother messed up in the emergency 
ward after a particularly bad mash-up at 
Carnegie in Livermore. 

l'm glad that Cycle showed concern 
and good sense in printing some info on 
first-aid and emergency care, because 
your magazine reaches those who need it 
most. It's very surprising how little some 
people know about what to do in case of 
an injury. | have personally seen motorcy- 

(Continued on page 128) 






Send for your FREE CATALOG or 
ORDER FROM YOUR FAVORITE DEALER 


TEX-ALL COMPANY, INC. 
6006 N. STATE ROAD 
DAVISON, MICHIGAN 48423 
OR PHONE (313) 653-4191 


DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 
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How the Windjammer. Ill stays far ahead 
of all other fairings. 


My first three features discussed Riders ideas bring : feature anti-glare lenses, large soyoucanslipin cameras, etc. Fur- 

ihe functions and types of fairings, ibl | digits and Day-Glo pointers. thermore, thelockingtonneaucan 

andthe Windjammer i's many... engiole results. : As you'd expect, we worked beretrofitted to any Windjammer. 

distinctive advantages — And we pay attention to what out all details on wiring and For safe riding, use the conve- 

including an aray of options that you tell us. Rider suggestions adaptors. There's no cutting orsol- nient pocket tonneau for items like 

no one else can match. have led to options like... dering; and nothing extra to buy. change and glasses. Keep the 
The basic reason why my Six choices of color striping. Just plug the instruments into the locking tonneau closed. 


fairings set the standard from the | Pocket tonneaus. Adaptor ring Module circuit board, and hook 3 : ; 
start, is the same reason why the forthe BMW headlight. Cigarette up sending units to the engine. Wer e always listening. | 











Windjammer stays far ahead: lighter with universal socket. And here's something else Even as you read this, more fea- | 

| h KOY sad Now, firsthand experience, and riders have asked for: tures and options are in the works. 
get the story Tirstnand. listening to riders has led to... Right now, in fact, we're changing 

My experiences coupled with GVA : , Y Windjammer mounting nuts and 

ideas from riders all M New'Vibration-Isolated’ instrument / bolts to the metric system, so you 

country keeps everyone at Vetter Instrument Module: A locking can use bike tools for installation. 

working on new ways to make It ends the problem of vibration- y Tonnedu In short, we never stop making 

your riding more enjoyable. damaged accessory instruments, z improvements. And, you won't 

Each year | log about 30,000 due to engine and road shock. have to wait until "next season” or 
miles on dozens of trips... in all The Windjammer Instrument “next year’ to leam about them. 
kinds of weather, over all types Module isolates sensitive gauges As soon as any change is per- 
of terrain, on a variety of bikes. in a shock-mounted unit, right fected, if will be available through 
At rallies or on the road, I'mtest- behind the windshield. And 27 our dealer network...the largest 
ing, questioning, making notes. —. they're all up front, easy to see. SD in the business. 

In short, my "office" is a bike. You can get your Module with PO TheWindjammerIll:it starts out as 
Anything | tell you, any product a blank face, and install radio, Pocket S the best—and goes on from there. 
changes, any options | add— tape deck or CB. Or buy it pre- Tonneau SS That's the way to do it right. 
all come from actual practice. punched, for your choice of four 
| know what I'm talking about. instruments. Including... : 

We leam a lot through mail. A new Vetter New locking tonneau. = 
too, from Windjammer owners. exclusive. VDO Located on the right side, the The first to do it right. 
A questionnaire with every fairing ae locking tonneau beautifully Vetter Fairing Company 
asks riders what they like or dislike Jetcockpit® instruments. ^ matches the left-hand pocket M lin aae 
about it, and to suggest new VDO's top line. Proof once again tonneau; but it's rigid and, when 
options, modifications, etc. We of our policy to offer the best. locked, is virtually tamper-proof. 
get thousands of responses, All VDO Jetcockpit? instruments The opening’s been enlarged, 
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“once again, the best bike you can buy 


has gotten better? 


At BMW, there's no such thing as resting on 
laurels. Because no matter how fine our motorcycle 
is, we keep on searching for ways to make it even 
better. It's a continual process of honing, polishing, 
perfecting. All designed to make every BMW the 
most reliable, safe, comfortable, high-performance 
machine it can possibly be. 

For 1977, we've made quite a few changes. 
Some you can see. Some you can't. But all are 
improvements. 

The BMW has been upped to 1000cc dis- 
placement. In both the R100/7 and R100S models. 
Not for raw horespower, mind you. But for a higher 
and broader torque curve. So you have more pull in 
any speed with any load. Big peaky, high rev horse- 


power numbers may move bikes out of the show- 
room, but it's big torque that makes bikes move on 
the street. 

To reach 1000cc meant leger pistons. But not 
heavier pistons. Be- 
cause our engineers 
went back to their 
boards, designed new 
pistons, and specified 
a lighter alloy. And 
lighter means smoother. ix m 4 

You'll find many other changes Dis] ihe 1977 
BMW's. New starter gear ratio for even stronger cold 
starts. New, higher amperage battery. A new crank- 
case ventilation system. New footpegs. Even a new, 





richer-sounding horn. 

There are some detail changes you can't see, 
too. We redesigned the engine housing to make it 
even stronger. Made the swing DARE 
arm even more rigid. Redesign- 
ed the frame. Not because they 
had any weakness in '76. But 
because we were going to the 
stronger engine in 77. 

Look at our new gas cap. 

Looks great, sure. But much 

more important is how it works. 

It's flush. So it's safer. And inside X 
isa special expansion chamber. EN 


So what's slopping around inside never gets outside. 


Notice the new tank. Beautiful, very. But also 
larger, so our already long range motorcycle can go 
even further. 

Compare the 1977 BMW with any other bike 


of its size. You'll find us lighter, simpler, more comfort- 
able, and more fun to ride than you ever imagined. 

Of course, this kind of honing and perfecting doesn't 
come cheap, but what great things ever do? 

Go to your local dealer. See the 600cc, 750cc 
and 1000cc BMW's for 1977. Check out our exciting 
new colors. Examine our technical changes and 
improvements. We think you'll agree that the best 
bike you can buy has just gotten better. You'll find the 
dealer in your Yellow Pages. U.S. Importer. 

Butler & Smith, Inc., Norwood, NJ 07648/ 
Compton, CA 90224. Canada: M 
BMW Motorcycle Distributors, | an 
Ontario. Write for our if Y 
colorful free brochure. | 7 J 
| 
DA. 


Bavarian Motor werks ^ 
Over 50 years of building the world's finest motorcycles. 
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low come/ ** 
I enjoy smoking 
and you dont? 


It's got to be my cigarette. Salem 
gives me great taste. And enough fresh 
menthol to keep things interesting. 

You'd enjoy smoking, too, if 

you smoked Salem. 


Warning: The Surgeon General Has Determined 


That Cigarette Smoking Is Dangerous to Your Health. eue IM 
19 mg. "tar", 1.3 mg. nicotine av. per ci 





Tips 


Winterize Yourself 


Riding a motorcycle in cold weather is 
not for everyone. When the number of 
summer to winter riders is compared, it's 
obvious that winter riding doesn't appeal 
to everyone. The dislike of being very cold 
is the reason given by many. However, 
there is equipment available which can 
make winter riding as much fun as warm 
weather riding. It is very important that 
both driver and passenger are comfort- 
able. When they're cold (wet, hot, tired or 
other discomfort), they're just not safe. 

Handlebar-mounted mittens with 
lighter fluid-type hand warmers, known as 
"Sharold Sizzlers” or "Hippo-Hands" 
($40) allow year ‘round usage of light- 
weight gauntlet gloves ($20). The ability to 
use thin gloves instead of awkward mit- 
tens is especially appreciated when oper- 
ating control switches. The passenger 
also uses light gloves, but they are supple- 
mented with a naugahyde muff called the 
“Sharold Companion” ($20). 

Either a regular motorcycle helmet with 
a long face shield or a comparably 
equipped full-coverage type helmet ($45- 
60) keep the head adequately warm. How- 
ever, a face mask or scarf is needed to 
keep the upper neck and lower face warm 
when the thermometer drops near zero. A 
leather mask works best because it fits 
very close to the skin allowing good pe- 
ripheral vision, and most importantly it 
doesn't let the wind penetrate ($20). 

Leather boots which reach the shin are 
the minimum protection needed to con- 
tain body hear ($35—55). In a pinch snow- 
mobile boots will also do the job, but they 
are bulky and wear quickly unless care is 
taken while shifting ($25). Thermal stock- 
ings are an inexpensive addition ($4-8), 
but electrically heated socks ($15) or an 
electric innersole ($50) do a better job of 
warming the toes on a long trip. 

Thermal long underpants and long- 
sleeve undershirt, known as Thermolactal 
Brand seem to be the warmest available 
($20 each). Again, one has the option of 
selecting electrically heated products for 
keeping warm. They are available either in 
vest form ($50) or as a complete one or 
two piece protective suit ($110). Other 
alternatives include the traditional down- 
filled vest ($35), a turtle-neck leather 
jacket ($120), and leather pants ($110). If 
leather is your choice be sure to get a 
snug fit when the cuffs are zipped tight. 
Don't buy one that makes you look like a 
relative of Prof. Irwin Corey unless price is 
the sole consideration. Another popular 
and inexpensive, albeit bulky, choice is a 
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one-piece snowmobile suit ($50-80). And 
last, but certainly not least, is the frame- 
mounted fairing $250), preferably with 
lower panels to go with it ($60). 

Naturally it isn’t necessary to buy all of 
this equipment. Nor is it practical to use it 
each and every day that one rides. How- 
ever, for those who are seriously prepar- 
ing to drive when it’s really cold, it’s nice to 
know what warming equipment is avail- 
able for motorcyclists. Unfortunately, | 
can’t recommend dropping-in on your 
local dealer to buy most of what you want 
because they cater to the majority. Maybe 
someday that majority will like to use their 
bikes year-round. 

The following are the suppliers of the 
equipment described in this letter: Damart 
Thermawear, 2450 W. Sibley Blvd., 
Posen, IL 60459; Kieth’s Touring Spe- 
cialties, 2 St. Francis St., Rapid City, SD 
57701; Meyer Plastics Mfg., 5105 E. 65th 
St., Indianapolis, IN 46220; Sharold Leath- 
ers, 17634 Roosevelt Rd., Homewood, IL 
60430; Thurlow Leatherworld, 4807 Merc- 
ury St., San Diego, CA 92111; Vetter Man- 
ufacturing Co., Rantoul, IL. 

Dale L. McCormack 
Des Plaines, Illinois 


DISMOUNTED 

| recently was riding my 125 Yamaha 
Enduro over some very rugged trails 
when my tachometer and speedometer 
started jumping up and down. After this 
happened | immediately stopped and saw 
that the screws pulled right out of the 
rubber stoppers, that were in the bracket. 
Wanting to go on riding, | just pounded 
them back in—only to have them pop out 
again, and again. 

Since that mishap | have found that if 
you stick a metal washer under the head 
of the screw then slide it through the 
bracket put on another washer and 
tighten it with a nut—you’re ready to roll. 

Even if your tachometer and speed- 
ometer are OK you should fix them this 
way so they would never become loose 
and get broke. 

Chris Hines 
Chillicothe, Ohio 


SHIELD RATTLES 

A rattling faceshield can be a nuisance. 
A simple and inexpensive solution is ob- 
tained by purchasing two rubber grom- 
mets of the type used to protect electrical 
cords as they pass through metal. 

The grommets are just the right thick- 
ness for insertion between the upper lip of 


a face shield and the helmet, one on each 

side of the center snap. This effectively 

eliminates any up and down movement 
(rattling) of the shield. 

George A. Marzelli 

Bryn Maur, Pennsylvania 


UNMARRED MAGS 

Here’s a good tip for all those who have 
mag wheels on their motorcycles. | have: 
been a mechanic and have worked in bike 
shops, and have seen a great many $300 
to $500 mag wheels butchered at the 
hands of inexperienced mechanics and 
other people, so everyone take note. 

After removing the wheel and deflating 
the tire you must then break the bead. 
This often can be done by stepping on the 
tire. On the new tires—especially Good- 
year's A.T.—it sometimes requires much 
more force. This can be accomplished by 
compressing the tire with a hydraulic 
press in the shop or on the road by having 
a car carefully run over the tire portion. 

Once the bead is forced away from the 
rim flange, you are ready to do the rest of 
the work to change tires. This is where the 
rim damage usually begins and | hate 
gouges and chips out of mags. So get 
some gas line, either clear plastic or the 
black kind, about 3/16- or '4-inch inside 
diameter. Cut a slit down the length of a 3- 
or 4-inch piece. Then take two such 
pieces and insert them into the edge of 
the rim. Tire irons can now be used in 
these locations without marring the rims, 
and as you work around the rim the tubes 
may be moved accordingly. 

This process can be used on both sides 
for removal and assembly. Also, the tubes 
can easily be carried for jobs on the road. 
In this procedure the rubber gets com- 
pressed not the aluminum and the rim can 
stay looking like new. One other thing: if 
any problem with the tubes moving oc- 
curs, a small amount of contact cement 
can be used to locate them temporarily. 
Then just pull off after and clean with 
alcohol or solvent. 

Bill Truhlar 
Etobicoke, Ontario 


MORE ON DUCT TAPE 

As all you off-road enthusiasts know the 
tops of motocross/eduro boots have an 
elastic band at the top which with the help 
of a sock is supposed to keep water from 
getting down inside your boots. Yeah, 
well for anyone who has ever ridden an 
eastern enduro they are usually 75 per- 
cent muck-water-grog combinations that 
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eventually all end up in your boots. The 
quick trick remedy is to take your silver 
duct tape and in a crouch position (so as 
to have freedom of movement when rid- 
ing), tape the tops of your boots to your 
leathers by winding the tape around the 
top twice and you now have leakproof 
boots and dry feet! 
Ronald Smith 
Addison, New York 


UNDERCOAT 
Got some pesky road/mechanical 
noises bothering you? Pick up a can of 3M 
spray undercoating. It is easy to work 
with, as any overspray is easily cleaned 
off, and it makes a great sound deadener. 
It will cut road noises from tires when 


coated on the undersides of your fenders, 
cut valve noise if you spray it on the 
bottom of gas tank and the tank well. It 
finished the goo-job Suzuki started under- 
neath the ram air cover of my GT 380, and 
even stops rust. It'S part No. 8873. 
Jeff Davis 
Leesville, Louisiana 


STROKERS 

It pays to civilize your 2-stroke streeter. 
These tips are listed in the order of in- 
creasing cost/effectiveness ratio and dif- 
ficulty of implementation, since | don't 
know how long you'l keep your bike, 
mechanical abilities, or wallet size: 

Switching to no-lead gas eliminated the 
deposits visible on the spark plug and 





THE SILENT SOUND 
OF PERFORMANCE 


FROM S&S 





ALSO AVAILABLE IN THE POPULAR 


FLARED TIP 


HEADERS. 


SLIP-ON 
REPLACEMENT 
MUFFLERS 


Special "chamberized", 
lightweight, mufflers that fit 
popular 4 stroke Honda’s 
and Kawasaki's. Designed to 
increase performance and 
mileage . . . and still be street 
legal. Available in both flared 
and turn-out, show-chrome 
tips. 






piston, as well as lengthening plug main- 
ainance intervals to 500-plus miles. 

Synthetic oils are fine, unless yours has 
a hygroscopic base, climate is cool and 
wet, you ride your bike infrequently, and 
store it outdoors. My dealer found rust 
related problems in all bikes using one 
such oil. Since oil manufacturers don't 
label their glop with this information, 
have reduced my bikes smoking habit by 
screwing in on the oil pump cable until the 
pump hits its lower stop. This is now done 
for all Suzuki bikes coming in for service, 
380 displacement or under: my '74 GT380 
now get 900-plus mi. of CCI injection oil. 

The wider heat range and lower firing 
voltage of Champion Gold Palladium 
plugs increased my stutter free miles to 
1000-plus. The Champion plug book has 
the most complete tables to help you find 
the right plug for you. 

Sulphated batteries sometimes can be 
cured by a 15 minute charge of no more 
than one ampere, or no less than 1/10 of 
the amp-hr rating and then gently bump- 
ing the battery case on the ground. This 
can cure erratic idling, especially when 
your headlight is in use. A tail light bulb in 
series with either charger lead usually 
gives a proper charge rate. 

Honda headlight shells can be grafted 
to your bike. My quartz unit was a bolt-in 
affair after | soldered a three prong con- 
nector in place of the stock set up. The 
6014 heavy duty truck bulb is indicated if 
your bike can't handle the extra current of 
the quartz halogen unit, and is much 
cheaper than the anemic stock unit, even 
with the Honda shell included if you buy a 
used part. 

If you hate wrestling pre-loaded fork 
springs back into their tubes just to 
change the fork oil because you were too 
cheap to have your fork nuts drilled and 
tapped for a bolt and washer, which al- 
lows you to stick a tube hanging from the 


COMPLETE cap of a clear, graduated plastic bottle 
EXHAUST used for shampoo or ladies hair goop but 
SYSTEMS filled with your favorite fork lube—you 

know what to do now. 

New, lightweight The indicator lights mentioned in your 

S & S Headers and July "Tips" column had better be "oil 





tight" or "gas tight" units that take # 
1893 bulbs, with non frosted lenses that 
stick up from the socket. This gives a unit 
that can be visible from the side as well as 
the front or rear with maximum light out- 
put and bulb life. Don't forget to seal the 
rear of these unts with your favorite sil- 
icone sealer taking care to leave room for 
the center contact to slide in and out as 
you remove and replace bulbs; otherwise 
moisture will be sucked in clouding the 
lens when the bulb is turned off and the air 
cools inside. If you mount these units on 
your windshield straddling the headlight, 
as | have, inquisitive fingers can break the 
socket connections through the flexible 


Mufflers are excellent 
performing systems, they 
have increased ground 
clearance and the silent 
sound of power. 

Deep, show-chrome 
systems that are easy to 
install and . . . they fit! 


NOW AVAILABLE FOR THE NEW KAWASAKI KZ-400 


Exhaust systems and mufflers from S & S Headers show the pride 
of workmanship, superior materials and show-chrome finishing that 
your bike deserves. 

Complete selection of 4 into 1, 4 into 2 systems for popular 4 
stroke Honda's and Kawasaki's. Isn't it time for you to enjoy the 
improved performance available from S & S Headers? 


Send 754 for complete catalog. 


S ‘ S HeADeRS (714) 546-8635 
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C-1076 silicone sealer; use automotive body com- 
3430 W. Carriage pound or other compounds that dry hard 
Santa Ana, Ca. 92704 taking the same precautions for the cen- 


(Continued on page 20) 
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CZ JAWA SPORT RATED AMONG THE BEST 


cc 
NEW 1975 125 FAR BELOW DEALER COST 
00 BY FOUR BUYER'S GUIDES IN 1975! * 
Brand new, in crates. Assembles easily in one hour. 


Complete price, Comes complete with Tool Kit, Tire Pump, Double 


ight : ; 
Pos Ta Saddle with Foot Pegs for extra rider. A great buy! 
F pls. 
METERED OIL INJECTION: Eliminates pre-mixing hassles at. gas stops. 
ECONOMICAL: CZ engines have long had an outstanding reputation 
for providing the highest gas mileage of almost any two-stroke machine. 


FULLY ENCLOSED REAR CHAIN: Cuts maintenance and replace- 
ment costs. Reduces rear wheel dirt and mess. 






























Each crated motorcycle 
comes with CZ JAWA's 
warranty certificate for 
6000 miles or 6 months 






FU LLY (pacta only). Over 600 
STR EET nationally. 
LEGAL , 


* Motorcycle Buyer's Guide— 

1975: ''An economical 

commuter bike with agile 

handling and full lights.” 

* Cycle Illustrated's Buyer's 
Guide—1975: “The CZ 
motorcycles are among the 
most durable motorcycles 
made anywhere.” 

*Buyer's Rider's Guide — 

1975: Rates the 

Z among the 

‘first in durability 
and off road per- 

formance, second 

in suspension. 

* Motorcycles: A Buyer'sand 
Rider's Guide — 1975: In- 
cludes CZ in ''Best of Class'' 
category for expressway 
models. 


SAME DAY SHIPPING 
URRY! QUANTITIES LIMITED! 


ORDER BY PHONE 


Or call for more information. Phone our no charge, toll-free number: 


800-328-5082 "vum 
C.O.M.B. Co., IMC. Authorized Liquidators 


3258 Minnehaha Ave. S., Minneapolis, Minnesota 55406 
Licensed Minn. Vehicle Dealer No. DMC456 
























SPECIFICATIONS: : 
ine: 123 cc two stroke 
pum & Str.: 52mm x 58mm 
H.P. (SAE): 13.5 @ 5950 rp 

Carb.: 24mm JIKOV 
Elec. System: 6V dynamo 
Trans. 4-speed pos. shift 
Frame: Tubular closed 
Susp.: Telescopic with hy- 
draulic shocks > 
Tires: Front—2.75 x 18 Barüm 
Tires: Rear—3.00 x 18 Barum 
Fuel Tank: 3 U.S. Gal/11 litres 
Dry Wt.: 248 1bs/113 kg. 
Max. Load: 352 1bs/160 kg. 
ube: Oil injection 
S LE & Odometer 
Length: 76” M 
Seat Height: 31^. 
Ground Clear: 8% 
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ter contact mentioned above before using 
the sealer. My units have been trouble 
free for more than 10,000 miles. 

My Cycle Guard unit necessitated a 
setback arrangement similar to the one in 
your July column to illuminate the plate. 
More important than the setback arrange- 
ment, the security of the alarm unit of your 
choice is in danger due to the fact that 
most license plate brackets are tack 
welded to thin sheet metal that will fatigue 
off quickly without added support. My 
dealer warned me of this when | pur- 
chased my unit. A strap from the bottom 
of the alarm unit case to the fender elimi- 
nated the shaking of my unit. | used a 
rubber grommet in the hole drilled in the 
fender with washers on either side of the 
grommet to provide some resiliency. Auto 
body compound and black silicone seal 
made this arrangement look good. 

David J. Kanter 
Milton, Massachusetts 


SHOCK COAT 

A length of inner tube stretched over 
the spring of each shock will keep them 
clean and prolong their life by keeping 
abrasive dirt away from the seals, bush- 
ings, and shafts. If the inner tube fits 
tightly around the spring, it will be less 
likely to creep up or down. 

Therefore a small tube, such as a 2.50 
or 2.75, works well for most shocks 
though it will be harder to stretch over the 
springs than a larger tube. If you don't 


have an old inner tube of the proper size, 
visit your local motorcycle shop trash can. 
Lubricating the inside of the inner tube 
with oil or soap and water will allow the 
inner tube to slide over the coils easier. 
Cut the tube about 2 inches longer than 
the spring because the tube will become 
somewhat shorter as it relaxes into the 
gaps between the coils. 
John Emmons 
Springfield, Ohio 


CUFF CLIPS 

Any biker who frequents the freeways 
for more than a mile at a time has proba- 
bly been bothered by the cool breezes 
blowing up his pant legs and his cuffs 
trying to beat themselves to death against 
his ankles. If you tire of threadbare pant 
cuffs and numb ankles as | did, merely 
drop by your local bike shop (bicycle, that 
is) and purchase two spring steel pant 
clips that cyclists use to keep pant legs 
out of their gears. 

With the five seconds it takes to fold 
back your pant leg and pop on the clips, 
you will find that you have quickly and 
cheaply (under a buck) eliminated one of 
bikings' minor distractions and discom- 
forts. It is easy to find a place on your bike 
to store the small clips; | clip mine to my 
disc brake master cylinder. That way you 
will never have to regret having ridden off 
without them. 

Paul Giganti 
Albany, California 





SINGULAR SOLUTION 

The relatively low frequency of vibration 
of a large single can set the battery acid 
into reasonance, forcing columns of acid 
out the caps and spattering it over the 
frame. 

This may be avoided by putting a small 
handful of large plastic beads into each 
cell to dampen the reasonance. The 
beads should cover most of the surface of 
the acid, and should not be so large as to 
touch the plates. 

Jack Albers 
Edmonton, Alberta 


A FUNNEL FOR EVERYBODY 
| was always having a hassle getting oil 
into by bike's crankcase with a funnel that 
was too small and tricky to angle in right, 
but | solved the problem by taking a half- 
gallon milk carton, cutting off both ends 
(make sure it is rinsed of milk and dry), 
and pouring the oil down the trough of the 
inner walls. Its tremendous advantage 
over funnels, besides the fantastic price, 
is that you can pour thick liquids like oil 
with much greater speed. 
Ralph Klopp, Jr. 
University Heights, Ohio 


Address all correspondence to: Gordon 
Jennings, “Tips,” CYCLE Magazine, 
780-A Lakefield Road, Westlake Village, 
California 91361. Please type neatly, if 
possible. 



















PON 


A Pennzoil Product 
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Carl Cranke 

didnt get tobea 
winner by hanging 
around losers. 


We didn't get Carl Cranke to use Gumout 
without making it the best. 
Gumout Carb Cleaner dissolves gum deposits in 
the carburetor while it absorbs moisture in the tank 
from condensation. Carl knows that. 
He also knows Gumout's Chain Lube goes on 
with just the right consistency to protect and 
lubricate the chain. And it stays with the 
chain even at high running speeds. 
You don't have to use Gumout just 
because the pros use it. You're big 
enough to make up your own 
mind. Like Carl Cranke. 


CID THE BEST THERE IS. 


Cleveland, Ohio 44104 





Carl Cranke, top U.S. 
off-road distance 
rider. Five fime win- 
ner at the Baja and 
ISDT Gold Medal 


winner. 
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Designed to meet the tough 
requirerments of top riders. 


Seamless palm and short ela- 
stic cuff keeps the palm taut. 


Protective padding on back 
side. Available in Green Pig- 
skin in S, M, L or XL. 


Res. $10.95 $7.39 


(E ON 


i JI 
WEAT 





Reg. $13.00 


HONDA OIL 


PRESSURE GAUGE 


Gives constant oil pressure 


readings. Installs in minutes 


to Honda 750 engines..No 
special tools needed. Saves 
costly repairs. 


KAWASAKI GLOVES 








HERKING COVERS .. 
High-quality covers provide maximum protection 
against the worst weather conditions. Made from 
the finest materials. Durable-water and fire resis- 
tant. Slightly irregular colors. 
OVER SISSY BAR COVER 

10-050 For All Makes, Over 350cc 
OVER HANDLEBAR COVERS 
10-043 For All Makes, Up to 250cc 
10-042 For All Makes, Over 350cc Value $24.95 


ji NGK SPARK PLUG 
SPECIAL! 


The original equipment found 
in most Japanese motorcycles. 
Order by mail and save! Give 
us your bike model and make 
and you'll get the correct 
plugs. Standard plugs only. 


Box of 0 $6.90 


$13.00! 


RIDING JACKET 
AND PANTS 


Designed by Kawasaki. First 
quality garments. Made of 

420 denier nylon with heavy 
double -sewn seams for warmth 
and durability. Royal Blue with 
high visiblility, green and white 
reflective striping, double over 
lapping panel seals front and 
zipper for wind and rain 
protection. S.M.L. Many 

other extras. This is an S80 Value! 4 


Jacket $29.95 | 
Pants $19.95 


Both 


for only $49.90! 


This is an $80 
value! 


Heavy 15mm vinyl with 
elastic cuffs, snap-on hoo 
with draw string and elasti 
waist for added comfort. 
Has two full size pockets, 
carrying pouch and vented 
back. 100% water proof. 
Available in blue or 
yellow. S.M.L. Save $4.00 


GOATSKIN 

Preferred by Kawasaki Team 

riders because they provide: 

maximum softness when 

wet or dry. Seamless palm, 

and protective padding on 

backside. Lock stitching 

and short elastic cuffs, Avail- —— 

able in S, M, L or XL. green, 
Reg. $10.95 





Irregular 
colors. 


$13.95 


28-40. 





EUROPEAN STYLE 
TOURING 
HANDLE BAR 


Fits disc brake models 
Honda, Kawasaki and 
Yamaha. Specify model of 
bike. 3%” rise, 33” wide. 
Ends can be cut to de- 

sired widths. Available 

in black. Expoxy or chrome 
finish. Drilled for Honda 
models $1.00 extra. 


$19.95! 








RA 


$5.95! 





CHAPMAN LOCK 


Stranded, high carbon steel 
cable measures 6 ft. Best 
locking device on the mar- 
ket. Covered with black 
vinyl to protect your bike's 
finish. Has a 7-tumbler key 
lock. Easier to carry than 

a chain and lock. 


INSUIT 


IF YOU NEED IT, OUTRIDER HAS IT! 
TRY US FIRST-WE HAVE IT ALL! 
~ CALLUS TOLL FREE! 


AND YOUR BIKE ACCESSORI 
ARE ON THEIR WAY... 


“2 THAT SAME DAY! * 


F 





TEAM PANTS 


Highest quality 
Goatskin leather. 
Custom made to Kawasaki 
specifications, they're 
crafted of goatskin with 
black nylon tricote lining 
for lightweight comfort. 
Foam padded sides, hips and 
shins with removeable soft 
plastic cuffs at the knees, 
that have locking zippers. 
Many other extras. Green 
with black leather Kawasaki 
letters and white side stripes. 
Reg. $94.95 
Waist sizes 








GAUNTLET GLOVES 


Our very popular, all-weather 


touring gauntlet. Made of 
top-quality leather with 
vinyl cuff. 

Black only in S. M. L. 


$10.95 


HELMET LOCK 


The latest motorcycles have 
built-in helmet locks, so up- 
date yours with a tough, 
tamper-proof lock. Features 
1-way screws and bolts on 
all 7/8" handle bars or frame 
tubes. Chrome finish. 


$4.50 





FLIP-UP SHIELD BY 
NATIONAL HYDRON 


Flips out of the way when 
not needed. Three snaps so 
it fits most helmets, even 
your Bell Star 120-up to 7%. 


@ Standard clear $7.95 
$9.95 


$9.95 


@ Hydron coated 
(prevents fogging) 


@ MXL scratch 
resistant 


PONY EXPRESS BAGS 


Feels and looks like real 


leather. Made of top-qual- 
ity naugahyde. Fits under 


or over your bike's seat 
or you can carry it on 


your shoulder. Available 


in brown only. 


$15.98 






$34.95 















ENGINE 
CASE GUARD 


Protects engine cases 
on both sides. 
American made. 
Chrome or painted 
epoxy black. 
Available for 

Honda 750K and F 
Kawasaki 900 

CB 500/550 

(not Super Sport 550) 


$27.50 



























































AIR HORNS!2-voLTS 


Necessary for all road bikes. 
Loudest horn available. Kit 
contains 2 chrome trumpets 
(high and low), compressor, 
brackets, relay, tubing and 
hardware. Requires custom 
installation. Extra brackets 
may be required. 


$23.98 










ALL BELL 
HELMETS 10% OFF 


The "'professionals''choice. 
Sizes 6-3/8's to 7-7/8's. RT 

in white $34.95. Super Mag- 
num in white or silver $49.95. 
$49.95, Star 90 in white or 
orange $59.95, Star 120 
white or orange $59.95. 

Give second color choice 
where acceptable. 


OUTRIDER 
HELMET 
SPECIAL 


Buco helmets available in 
white, orange, blue, green, 
red and yellow. Solids. 
Metal Flakes and customs. 
Sizes S.M.L. 
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models. Kits include spark 
plugs, points and condenser. 
Quality merchandise at the 
best price in the industry. 
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various kits and prices, 
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Works Suzukis, Private Suzukis: 


® The 500cc World Championship, for so 
long the undisputed preserve of exotic 
machinery, will be won by a production 
racer this year. Not just any old. produc- 
tion racer, but a disc-valve, 100-horse- 
power, four-cylinder rocketship; a Suzuki 
like no other produced for privateer con- 
sumption; a Suzuki that's a.1975 factory 
racer in specification, engineering, per- 
formance and all other important re- 
spects; a Suzuki with higher exotica rating 
than last year's World Championship win- 
ning factory Yamaha. 

The production racer represents a re- 
versal of Suzuki racing policy. Suzuki, 
unlike Yamaha, never allowed its Formula 
750 machines away from the confines of 
controlled official teams in America and 
Europe. Production racers meant Yama- 
has; 250, 350 and 750cc Yamahas, but no 
500 Yamahas. Works Yamahas com- 
peted against private Yamahas in all 
classes, and works Suzukis challenged 
factory Yamahas in 500 and 750 racing. 
But production racers for privateers were 
apparently alien to Suzuki. 

Now Suzuki, while still avoiding a direct 
production-racer clash with Yamaha, has 
released production racers into the hands 
of carefully screened privateers; and 
these machines are 500 PRs, miles-an- 
hour faster. than anything appearing in 
500cc racing anywhere in the world, and 
vastly superior to the ex-factory, semi- 
works Yamaha raced by Johnny Cecotto. 
The Suzuki factory fours actually became 
privateer mounts because Suzuki of- 
ficially disbanded its works racing team. 
One act depended on the other. Had 
Suzuki kept going at factory racing level, 
the production racer embargo would 
have stood. 

It’s not the first time that factories have 
quit grand prix racing and then switched 
into production racers. Norton is gener- 
ally credited with instigating the produc- 
tion racer concept, and later Yamaha 
refined the process. Suzuki's action is 
only vaguely comparable. Yamaha aban- 
doned disc-valve Vee-fours before stead- 
-ily improving their line of piston-ported 
production racers which initially were 
near-stock engined. Suzuki's first real 
venture into the production racer arena is 
a full-blown GP device. 

When Yamaha turned the screw on 
AMA and FIM racing, privateers knew 
they'd get production racer replicas of the 
previous year's works wonders-—tried, 
tested and proven. Privateers accepted 
they'd be downfielders to Roberts and 
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Sheene's short-stroke 500 has an altered chassis, including laydown shocks mounted more upright than stock. 


Agostini because the works aces had 
machines that were technically twelve 
months ahead. When Suzuki privateers 
received their bikes, they got the most 
advanced five-hundreds in the world. 
Seventy-six replicas of '75 factory mar- 
vels, true enough, but there are no 1976 
super-special factory bikes which super- 
cede the production racers. 

To grasp this Suzuki/Yamaha situa- 
tion, just imagine putting one of the top 20 
American road racers on a KR750 Ka- 
wasaki and the remainder on OW-31 Ya- 
mahas. You might have reservations 
predicting the actual winner, but no dif- 
ficulty believing that OW-31s would domi- 
nate. There's nothing hypothetical in the 
case of Suzuki's GP hegemony. At the 
Dutch TT Suzuki riders made the best 
eleven practice shots, and scored first to 
sixth in the race. The ex-factory Yamaha 
was ‘beaten before the race started be- 
cause Cecotto cast an eye over the prac- 
tice sheets and then he quit. 

From the moment 23 Suzuki fours 
-formed up on the French GP grid, road 
racing buffs knew the weight of numbers 
would tell. As more Europeans collect 
new Suzuki fours, the lists of Suzuki: plac- 


ings: will grow; first to tenth is not only 
feasible, but damn near inevitable. RG500 
Suzukis propel earnest midfielders into 
the ranks of notables, and cannonball the 


-talented to the borders of stardom. For 


example, Marco Lucchinelli, who finished 
32nd in the 350cc Championship last 
year, started this season with an RG500 
and immediately nailed down two second 
places in 500cc GPs. 

Superior privateers swell the RG500 
ranks simply because they won't settle for 
second best. Famous Phil Read scoured 
Europe in pursuit of an RG500 and 
Giacomo Agostini became an RG500 
convert after two GPs, discarding senti- 
ment and his private MV Agusta in favor.of 
the.best. World 250cc Champion Walter 
Villa sought Harley-Davidson's permis- 
sion to campaign an RG500—the 500cc 
four-carb H-D twin having been reduced 
to total impotency. 

Yamaha's long term involvement with 
production racers must be assumed as 
financially sound. By comparison, 
Suzuki's limited production racer invest- 
ment cannot be expected to.show hard- 
cash returns, though incalculable num- 

(Continued on page 24) 
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you may have to depend on your CB. 


Sure, CB is fun. But when you get a CB transceiver, keep you awake. That's when you need a dependable 



















make sure it won't break down when you need it most. CB transceiver as much as you need dependable brakes. 
Because helping you out of tight scrapes is really what We've been making 2-way communications systems 
CB is all about. for years. Marine. Police. And HAM systems. And, like 

If your car gets stranded on a spooky mountain everything Panasonic, we build them as if our reputation 
road. Or there’s an emergency on the highway. Or when depended on it. 
its 1 AM and your tank reads “E.” Or even when you're And that's how we built our mobile transceiver, the 


beginning to nod off and you need some conversation to RJ-3200. That, you can depend on. 


CB/PA Switch. Toturn Noise Blanker/ANL Delta Tuning. “LED” On-Air Lighted Channel 


your CB into a public Switch. Silences Pulls in off-center ^ Indicator. Lights Indicator. To easily 
address system (with background noise communications. when the setisinthe see any one of 23 
optional external for clearer, quieter transmitting position. channels. 
speaker). reception. 


4 Watts P | 
of Power. ~ | é 















The legal 
maximum. * 
volume l 
Vell zu b S/RF POWER 
aV 
MEILEN ; Squelch Control. For ^ S/RFPowerMeter  Quick-Release Modulation Indicator. - 
silencing interstation Measures both - Bracket. Lets you Lights up to indicate - 


background noise. transmitting and remove youurCB renan of transmitting 
s ~. receiving signals. ~ soathiefcant 





... Detachable Mike. 
.Foreaseofstorage. _ 


CIRCLE NG. m ON READER SERVICE PAGE. 

















24 





THE WINNING TIRE! 


THE NEW CARLISLE STREET! 


It’s a whole new riding experience .. . of Carlisle's exclusive Com- 
pound 539 rubber that gives you added traction and adhesion 
while providing better wear and mileage characteristics. Broader 
shoulders to hold on when it counts. New directional arrows 
molded-in for increased rider information and added tire mileage. 
An exclusive Carlisle tread design, siped for added traction when 
you need it... Ask for it by name at your local motorcycle tire 
dealer. 


Carlisle Tire & Rubber 
CLE 


CARLISLE TIRE & RUBBER COMPANY 
Division of Carlisle Corporation 
P.O. Box 99, Carlisle, Pa. 17013 
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bers of GP spectators will see (and have 
seen) Suzukis dominating the classics. 

Suzuki's arrival is by no means con- 
nected with the decisions taken by 
Japan's big three manufacturers to slash 
sporting participation and to concentrate 
development resources on next-genera- 
tion emission-clean motorcycles. The 
competition clampdown resulted in 1975 
events controlling 1976 affairs; the basic 
machines that finished one season 
started the next. Of the big three, Ka- 
wasaki possessed nothing remotely com- 
petitive in 1975 500cc racing and refused 
to toss outclassed bikes to the 1976 
Suzuki lions. Yamaha won the 1975 
Championship with a four-cylinder com- 
bining the correct proportions of speed 
and reliability. Suzuki sank the 500 Ya- 
maha for speed, but suffered from me- 
chanical failures for too much of the 
Season. 

Under normal circumstances Yamaha 
would have developed a 1976 model with 
greater speed and lower weight, while 
Suzuki concentrated on engineering-out 
the last vestige of unreliability and mar- 
ginally increasing speed. Yamaha made 
the halfway stage of its 500/750 leapfrog- 
ging program. The 750cc OW-31 ap- 
peared with all the 1975 500's tricks duly 
embodied, but the new GP 500 never 
reached fruition. At Suzuki the part-go, 
part-stop program saw the old 750 triple 
continued unaltered, but. the 500-4 did 
indeed get more speed and reliability. 

Suzuki engineers faced the relatively 
minor task of redesigning a single compo- 
nent to overcome a major ill. They knew 
the problem rested with the shaft carrying 
the takeoff gear that meshed with the four 
narrow gears pressed on the crankshaft 
ends. They knew the fix, too. 

Originally the shaft was in two pieces, 
joined with bolts which would shear under 
maximum load. Increasing shank diame- 
ter was an interim 1975 cure, which ex- 
tended component life. Manufacturing 
the shaft in one piece finally put the 
trouble into the past. 

Private Suzukis are works Suzukis, so it 
follows logically that works ones are pri- 
vate ones; if only there were works 
Suzukis. And there are works Suzukis in 
the Suzuki-GB team. The ambiguity is 
explained because Suzuki's 1976 racing 
has been free of heavy design and de- 
velopment commitments. The Anglo-Jap- 
anese racing team came into being last 
November when Suzuki-GB head, Peter 
Agg, made his annual business trip to 
Japan at the very time Suzuki was disen- 
gaging from road racing. Agg proposed a 
compromise: Suzuki of Japan would sup- 
ply machines, spares and technical infor- 
mation to Suzuki-GB which would run as 
an autonomous outfit and contest the 
world championships. GB had burning 
resolve to race, and financial backing 
from Texaco was in the negotiation stage. 
Japan could see merit in the proposal. 

(Continued on page 37) 
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Wherein the Dirt 


Donks tempt fate 

and abuse good sense 
by riding in Oregon’s 
outdoor amphitheater. 
You've heard of 
Rope-A-Dope 

in center ring? 

Would you believe 
Zonk-A-Donk? 





: orthwest Passage 


By Phil Schilling 


€ WHAT'S SO GREAT ABOUT THE 
GREAT OUTDOORS, ANYWAY? It was 
a comforting question, consid- 
ered from the safety of my 
wheelchair, as the first Great Dirt 
Donk Expedition set out from 
Westlake Village to cast itself 
across the California desert to 
Randsburg. A road accident had 
temporarily parked me in a 
wheelchair; that was the bad 
news. The good news flowed 
from the bad. My infirmities 
would deprive the desert of yet another victim. Donk Neilson 
had regretted that I'd miss the circus, but Donk Jennings 
allowed | shouldn't fret: this would be no Ringling Brothers 
road show, he darkly surmised, but a right proper gladiator's 
circus. To me, Jennings sounded like a prophet. 

Besides, following lizard tracks across the desert lacked 
appeal to someone who.spent his boyhood cowtrailing. Not 
cowtrailing, | hasten to add, in the effete manner as done by 
motorcycling dilettantes, but rea/ cowtrailing as practiced by 
small people with short legs, pursuing huge, lumbering cows. 
For the benefit of you suburbanites who are only acquainted 
with cattle through dairy cases and meat counters, a word of 
explanation is in order. Cattle are creatures with four legs, 
wide noses and dreamy eyes, but their most salient 
characteristic is incalculable stupidity. Even the summa cum 
laude among cattle find it difficult to stay on trails of their 
making. Not that they ever noticed, but their pathways take 
the most circuitous routes imaginable, so that the shortest 
distance between any two points becomes a swaggering arc 
that invariably runs over the roughest, nastiest and most 
treacherous terrain in the county. 

Cows—which | once knew on a first-name swearword 
basis—could be driven into our woods lying between the 
back eighty and front forty, whereupon the dummies would 
scatter, diving off the trail, to be swallowed from sight by the 
dense underbrush. These mindless detours had to be cut 
short, and small farmboys—animals that are smarter than 
horses and bigger than dogs—made suitable chasers. 

So between the age of nine and twelve, | got enough off- 
roading to last a lifetime: running in agitated frustration, 
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stumbling over fallen branches and hidden tree roots, 
plowing face-first into prickly bushes and intricate spider 
webs, tumbling down forgotten embankments, slogging 
through muddy creek beds and slipping on wet rocks. And 
always there was the rustle of some half-concealed four- 
footed beef-barge ahead, two legs and 20 feet up on me. 
Cowtailing, cowtrailing, off-road sport—for years it's been all 
the same to me. 

Sometime after its appointed hour, the first Dirt Donk 
Expedition reported back to Cycle’s Westlake office, rubbing 
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shins and picking scabs. Much to my amazement, none 
required a stretcher, splint or wheelchair. In fact the Donks 
could still stand, walk and take nourishment. “It was fun,” 
they brightly reported in unison, though | wasn’t sure | 
understood that cryptic conclusion: did they mean the ride 
was fun to do, or fun to have done, or mere fun in the 
retelling? For me, Oregon held the answer. | 

Pabatco is the short name for a small importer nestled in | 
Oregon's big sky country. By any other label, Pabatco is the | 
Pacific Basin Trading Company, which operates from 
beautiful downtown Athena, Oregon. Actually Pabatco lies on 
the outskirts of Athena, but downtown and suburban Athena 
lock tightly together, inasmuch as the place only harbors 800- 
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odd souls. Chief among those odd souls is intrepid Marvin 
Foster, PeeCo's national and international sales manager. 
Now Foster qualifies as a Brave Man: he rang up Cycle's Dirt 
Donks and invited them to Oregon for a trail ride. Foster even 
had the audacity to play fast and loose with the United States 
Government and the Bureau of Land Management. Although 
he knew the trails the Donks would be riding, Foster did not 
file an environmental impact statement. Incredible. 

Trailside in Oregon, Foster would have Hodakas in three 
denominations; 100, 125 and 250cc bikes. Terrific, | thought, 
there will be some options open: we could start off at 100cc 
and crash our way up to 250cc, or begin at the top and 
crash back down to 100cc. Either way, the key word seemed 
to be crash, but that was appropriate for a Dirt Donk 
Expedition. Marvin, as it turned out, was sensitive to donkly 
needs in other ways. He organized a riding party—Ed 
Chestnut, Jim Gentry and Scott Hudson—which would split in 
two: a scout spearheading for the Donks, and a scoop-up, 
clean-up, prop-up detail behind. 
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While Pabatco dealt with such logistical problems, the Dirt 
Donks Three—Neilson, Jennings and myself—settled into a 
Boeing 727. Understand that the Donks never throw 
themselves on the hospitality and mercy of any host without 
due precaution. Cycle's ace in the dirt, Managing Editor Dale 
P. Boller, came along as photographer, coordinator and 
rescue unit. Dale can cross rough terrain at a demon's pace, 
exactly the kind of topography which would have any Donk 
waiting for the next helicopter. At six-two and 200 pounds, 
DPB is as strong as a diesel Caterpillar but agile as a Honda 
Civic; that's an excellent combination for someone who might 
have to haul a Donk or two out of a rocky crevasse. Donks, 
as DPB realized from his last outing with novices, float over 
rocks like falling anvils. 

At the Pendleton airport, the jet smacked down with a 
resounding jolt/hop/bounce which trailed off into a series of 
intermittent bumps. Good grief, | wondered, if this is the 
Northwest's idea of a smooth landing strip, what do you 
suppose the trail-riding areas are like? Marvin Foster and 
Delegation met our evening flight, conducted the entourage 
through Pendleton, past the "Let-'Er Buck” Motel (which 
provided Neilson and Jennings with hours of quippery), and 
guided us to our motor lodges. 

The following morning washed-in clear and bright; not a 
particle of smog smudged the atmosphere, and shadows fell 
to the ground with hard, crisp edges. Our speeding Hertz-o- 
Racer, pointed toward Athena, seemed out of scale and 
crawling, struggling at a hundred to cross an immense valley 
carpeted in wheat, bordered with mountains and arched by 
an eight-o'clock sky that vaulted into infinity. 

At last our rent-a-racer pulled up in Athena, and Jennings 
and | wriggled out of what Chrysler is pleased to call the rear 
seat of the Cordoba, wondering whether or not at the end of 
(Continued on page 115) 











Notes From A Non-Donk: 
Pabatco, Oregon Trail Riding and the 250 Ttaniderpoodh 
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à 5 2 A : 
By Dale Boller 


€ BY VIRTUE OF 13 YEARS EXPERIENCE IN 
THE DIRT and no cactus spines perma- 
nently embedded in my body, ! am not a 
Dirt Donk. By definition Cycle’s Donks are 
those members of the staff whose exper- 
tise is restricted to street bikes. Their off- 
road encounters serve mainly to inspire 
entertaining stories of the dirt from a 
neophyte's point of view. It is usually my 
job to Scoutmaster their outings—a task 
complicated by the Donk's zeal for cliffs, 
tree roots, rain ruts, rock piles, getting lost 
and fits of crying. The Northwest Passage 
was especially fun for me because 
Hodaka provided guardians for the Donks 
and | was free to romp on an incredible set 
of trails even New England would envy. 

| was also able to satisfy a career-long 
curiosity about Pabatco, a mysterious ac- 
ronym relating to some kind of liquid 
fertilizer company that also distributes 
Hodaka motorcycles. If you ask someone 
what Pabatco stands for and he replies, 
"Pacific Basin Trading Company," you've 
located an expert who will also find it easy 
to identify such obscurities as H.R.D., 
AJS, Dot and Sir Thomas Browne. The 
fact that Pabatco is located in Athena, 
Oregon, thoroughly confounds any at- 


tempt to visualize the operation. Athena, 
you see, can't be found on anything but a 
county map. To get there you fly to Port- 
land, catch a Ford Tri-Motor to Pendleton 
and then drive west for 15 miles to a road 
sign that indicates Athena is somewhere 
to the left. Sure enough, a small hollow in 
the middle of huge wheat orchards and 
pea vines sequesters a tiny town with tree- 
lined streets and a Tru-Value hardware 
store. A huge grain elevator shadows the 
quonset shaped building that houses the 
Hodaka homefront. More than likely, half of 
the agri-residents in Athena don't realize a 
cornerstone of the motorcycle industry is 
planted next to their winter wheat. 
Hodaka truly is a cornerstone of mod- 
ern motorcycling. | saw my first Ace 90 at 
Charlie Hockies shop in Gardena, Califor- 
nia, in the summer of 1964. Since then 
Hodakas have hung in there with fun trail 
bikes that have grown to 100cc, 125cc, 
and now 250cc. Besides amusing names 
for their models, such as Dirt Squirt, Road 
Toad and the upcoming 360 Spitfire 
Prune Pit, Hodaka built the first non- 
street-legal, non-motocrosser dirt bike 
(the Dirt Squirt). The concept has since 
(Continued on page 32) 
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Notes From a Non-Donk 


been duplicated by the MR Honda series, 
KD Kawasaki series and numerous Euro- 
pean models. 

The parent company of Pabatco was 
founded in 1949 by Athena resident Ed 
Miley to sell fertilizer and other agri- 
cultural chemicals to farmers. In 1959 


' Miley established a trade agreement with 


Japan that for special economic reasons 
involved no money. He simply swapped 
Oregon wheat for Japanese industrial 
goods—specifically Yamaguchi motorcy- 
cles. The tiny lightweights were marketed 
profitably by the trading arm of Miley's 
fertilizer company until the Japanese fac- 
tory went bankrupt in 1963. At this point 
Miley had 480 U.S. dealers and a good 
demand for motorcycles. Rather than let 
his business be plowed under by bank- 
ruptcy in Japan, he approached 
Yamaguchi's engine supplier—a com- 
pany called Hodaka—and proposed that 
they manufacture complete motorcycles. 
The first Ace 90 was produced in 1964. 
Pabatco is the exclusive world-wide 
marketing agent for Hodakas. They have 
established 12 distributors in America, 





and one each in Canada and Australia, 
who sell the bikes to 1200 dealers. 
Pabatco shares R & D and testing chores 
jointly with the factory, but handles all 
advertising and marketing from Athena. 
Sales are up 249 percent this year. 

= Several years ago Shell Oil Company 
bought Pabatco to get the farm chemical 
business. Hodaka motorcycles came 
along with the deal but Shell's involve- 
ment with the bikes is nil. The Athena 
Toad Squirts are free to build whatever 
they want. 

Learning all this history once and for all 
generated a tear on my eyeball. Ed 
Chestnut even explained Hodaka's novel 
method of gear shifting, and it is one 
which has eluded my comprehension for 
years. Instead of dogs and pawls and 
forks and grinding noises, a hollow main- 
shaft full of holes contains four moveable 
ball bearings, which lock the,gears to the 
shaft by passing half-way through the 
holes and engaging pockets in the gear 
hubs. Now you understand why | had to 
see it to get the slightest inkling of how it 
worked. Hodaka transmissions have 
shifted so well for all these years that | 
wanted to understand why. And now I do. 


Even with Marvin Foster's laid-back 
schedule, it was soon time for the Donks 
to fulfill their obligation and me to photo- 
graph the antics therein. It was incredibly 
frustrating to have to stop to take pic- 
tures—especially knowing only a half 
dozen out of 200 would be published— 
because each shot represents removing a 
Bell Motostar, pulling off gloves and un- 
hitching the Nikon from its leathers. The 
Scenery was so spectacular that we 
stopped every mile for more shots—a 
regimen the Donks didn't mind because it 
postponed the next crash, but one which 
had me foiled. The trail was there but | 
wasn't really experiencing it because of 
photo stops and Donk speeds. 

Oregon trails are a mixture of beauty, 
terror, heaven and miraculous excava- 
tion. They are strung along the side of 
large mountains above a river which is 
guarded from falling motorcycles by rock 
outcroppings, trees and beds of shale. 
Occasionally air space alone divides the 
water from the trail—about 500 feet of it. 
Narrowness is the main characteristic. 
Rarely is there room to pass and some- 
times the width reaches less than a foot. 
Trees, cliffs, dropoffs and brush crowd 
you on both sides. An uncovered arm 
would quickly be in tatters from scraping 
branches and bushes—a living, bleeding 
handlebar streamer. 

A few places are first-gear slip-the- 
clutch tacky because of rocks or tricky 
uphills, but in general the trails are simply 
very narrow and twisty. An expert would 
rate them moderately difficult and ex- 
quisite to ride. For a Donk they were 
nightmarish, and our crew did great. Their 
tribulations occurred from natural ability 
and desire conflicting with simple inex- 
perience. Given time all of them would 
come to love this natural scaffolding 
which skirts the Oregon mountains. 
There's no question that our Donks know 
precisely what trail riding entails, because 
the gnarly paths in Pabatco's back yard 
are genuine TRAILS. To get from one trail 

(Continued on page 103) 
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Marlboro Red or Longhorn 100’s— 
you get a lot to like. 









Warning: The Surgeon General Has Determined 


That Cigarette Smoking Is Dangerous to Your Health. EEan MGA ^1.1mp.nicótine i 
100's:17mg:'tar;' 1.1 mg. nicotine av. pe cigarette, FIC Renon Aor. aita " 
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urately machined — eli 
centricity and runout. s It's tough, du j 
round. w It ly improves stability and handling. m 
you accelerate, corner and brake more precisely, with 
greater performance and complete confidence. Add it up. 
Precision, Performance, Peace of Mind! And as an extra 
bonus Lester Wheels take tube or tubeless tires now! 
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The Lester 
Wheel system 





Lester Wheels are priced from $297.50 
to $352.50 a pair F.O.B. Bedford Hts., Ohio 
Dealer Inquiries Invited 

CIRCLE NO. 54 ON READER SERVICE PAGE. 








The Lester Tire & Wheel Co. — 26881 Cannon Road., Bedford Heights, Ohio 44146 — Phone (216) 232-9030 


— a Division of Lester Industries, Inc. 





If you can think with your 
hands, you have a career in the 
exciting world of aviation. 


The ability to grasp a wrench and mechanical 
concepts is a gift—a gift that can be honed to 
provide a rewarding, lifetime career, or one that 
can be wasted in an unstable, unrewarding job 
pattern. If you have this mechanical aptitude, 
Teterboro School of Aeronautics can make you 
a licensed professional—an aviation maintenance 
technician. 


These long-term benefits can be yours: 
€ Excellent earnings potential. 


@ Superior working conditions; outstanding 
benefit programs, which often include 
free travel. 


€ Career security in an expanding industry. 
€ Placement assistance to help you get started. 


And, there's something else. The satisfaction 
of working with other professionals, and of 
knowing that the product of your endeavor 
will meet the challenges of the sky. Your skills 
will play a vital part in the transportation of 
people and cargo, around the nation and 
around the world. 








Don't hide your gifts under a grease rack or at 
an assembly workbench. Stand up to a career 
in aviation. Let TSA be your takeoff point for 
a lifetime career. 


Act Now! Fill out the coupon for full details: 
Teterboro Dota 


LSA School of Aeronautics 


80 MOONACHIE AVENUE, TETERBORO AIRPORT 
TETERBORO, NEW JERSEY 07608 » (201) 288-6300 


Yes, I'm interested in a rewarding career in aircraft 
maintenance. Please send me additional informa- 
tion on: 

[] Aviation Maintenance 

[] Available Course Starting Dates 

O Student Loan and Financial Aid 

O G.I. Educational Benefits 

O Tour of Training Facilities 














Boots First and Foremost 
at the Ski Barn. 


We're fanatics about fit at the Ski Barn. There are now 
three separate areas devoted exclusively to fitting 
boots. Our Hanson Lounge, for obtaining perfect fit in 
the Hanson boot, has two space age waxing machines. 
A Special Ladies Department where boots come in a 
myriad of colors and styles, in every width from narrow to 
wide. And another department solely for Flow Boot 
fitting. Our tremendous selection of make, style and size 
affords you that precision fit, comfort and warmth 
essential to meet the individual and varying demands 
of all skiers. 

Hanson's New Flolite™ is a new efficient complement 
to Hanson's fitting system. The Ski Barn, the largest 
Hanson dealer in the U.S., offers the expertise to deter- 
mine the method, wax or flow, that will best suit your 
needs. Nordica needs no introduction. The Ski Barn 
offers you a vast selection of this leading line. The 
Nordica Lady Elite steps out in seven exciting fashion 
colors, all here now! The all new Dolomite, the boot 
that has to be compared to the best, meets the Ski Barn's 
demands for your needs. The Ski Barn excels in the 
marketing and the fitting of children's boots. Shop early 
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to be sure to get in on our 50% Jr. Trade-In Program or 
our Hanson rental program. 

Be sure...in October, the most of the best in 
selection and in true value is at the Ski Barn . . . from our 
tremendous boot selection with super special values from 
Kolfax and Kastinger . . . to our ski selection from Olin, 
Hart and Hexcel with special ski packages from Rossi, 
K2, Dynastar and Kastle . . . to our fabulous fashions for 
men, ladies and tots to teens. Come in now for a 
real deal! 


SPECIAL 
Last year's NORDICA PRO BOOT, 
the single best selling boot of 1975 in the U.S. 
List Price $125, YOUR PRICE $89 
(while the supply lasts) 
A big buy for you as an introduction 
to our new fitting areas! 








New, now ... discover more in our expanded 
Ladies Department. An entire new shop devoted ex- 
clusively to women's wear, head to toe, inside out for ski. 


TWO SHOPS UNDER ONE ROOF AT 


THE SKI SHOP CAPITAL OF THE EAST 








LEGEND 


SHOPPING CENTER 


Sms. MAJOR ROAD 
(9 ROUTE NUMBER. 
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28 minutes from G.W. Bridge - 18 minutes from Lincoln Tunnel 
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Open weekdays 10 to 10, Saturday 10 to 5 & Sunday 11 to 4 


PIPELINE ............... Continued from page 24 
Japan had nothing really to lose, only the 
500 World Championship to win. So the 
bargain was struck, and on the way home 
Agg stopped over in California to offer 
team-manager chores to Merv Wright. 

The Suzuki-GB RG500s are not 100- 
per-cent-off-the-line production racers. 
For a start, Team Suzuki equipment in- 
cludes Morris Mags instead of the pro- 
duction racer wire wheels (though 
privateers invest in mags at the earliest 
opportunity). Team Suzuki engines used 
by John Newbold and John Williams devi- 
ate from standard by the inclusion of 
titanium items (nuts, bolts, etc.) for a 
weight saving of about seven pounds 
when titanium frame pieces are counted 
in. Exhaust pipes tread non-stock routes, 
but there is nothing other than rider com- 
fort gained in the difference. 

Barry Sheene's machine is the special, 
though in no manner an exotic. It's called 
the "works" bike at Suzuki-GB, more as a 
matter of convenience than in awe. The 
frame is modified, with geometric sub- 
tleties at the front and obvious alterations 
to the rear. Instead of starting at the axle, 
the laydown shocks are fitted farther for- 
ward along the swingarm structure, and 
are therefore more upright. The rework is 
mainly to accommodate fatter Michelin 
tires, and to achieve balance between 
frame, suspension and tire characteris- 
tics. With the standard frame, the high 








YOUR CHOICE 
Interchangeable 
Buckles & Belts 
Buy several from 
Beltmor and 
save more! 
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Michelin front tire spins uncomfortably 
close to the radiator, while the fat back 
rubber raises the rear end and introduces 
handling peculiarities. Actually Sheene’s 
chassis produces results on certain cir- 
cuits, but it’s down on handling else- 
where. Choosing between stock and 
special items at times puts Sheene in a 
state of indecision, though his results are 
so consistently brilliant it suggests a slight 
psychological hangup. 

At least one of Sheene’s engines is 
special, a short-stroke version of the PR 
unit. Presumably the short-stroker spins 
higher and makes more horsepower, but 
usually Sheene’s engines are ported and 
piped for mid-range punch at the expense 
of maximum speed. 

Flexi-flyer and less endearing terms ap- 
plied to Suzuki frame art were justified in 
the bad old days. In fact, the 1974 works 
square-four bore testimony to Japanese 
preoccupation with horsepower, with the 
mental block allegedly setting in when it 
came to handling. The square-four was 
terrible. But not any longer, particularly 
since the Isle of Man TT where Suzuki 
performance gagged the pundits who an- 
nually pontificated on Japanese horse- 
power (too much) and Japanese handling 
(too bad) having no claim on TT immor- 
tality. John Williams muted their 
mouthings with a 112.27-mph lap on a 
Suzuki complete with standard Japanese 

(Continued on page 40) 
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Become A 


MOTORCYCLE 
MECHANIC 


(Approved for Veterans Training) 


Trained Mechanics Needed by 
Major Dealerships 
Professional Training On All Major Cycles 
e Carburetion e Electrics e Transmissions 
e Engines (2-Strokes—4-Strokes— Rotary) 


=... FEATURES 
e Approved for V.A. Training 
e Licensed by State Departments of Education 
e Federally Insured Student Loans 


(Train Now, Pay Mo. Payments After Graduation) 


GRADUATES PRESENTLY 
WORKING AS MECHANICS 
SHOP OWNERS — DEALERS 


For Free Color Catalog and Enrollment Information 


Call 1-800-821-2260 7 
Mo. Residents Call Collect (816) 421-3901 


eeeeeeee=s= Clip and Mail Today æ a æ æ e em m m m m 
STANDARD TECHNICAL INSTITUTE 
2628 McGee Trafficway Kansas City, Mo. 64108 
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LEATHER; JUTE OR DENIM 
with tan leather trim. Inter- 
changeable BUCKLES. 


B DIRT BIKE A1 
Buckle Is 


BUCKLE: 3% x 2% inches 
BELT: 1% inches wide 


















ORDER FORM 

Beltmor Co., P.O. Box 10479, Baltimore, Md. 21209 

Buckle | Belt Color | Size | Price (-- $1Postage | Price 
and kind per order 


Buckle & Belt $990 


Handcrafted buckle 
with satin brass ox finish 
and full color picture of 
Cyclist sealed in lacquer. 
Buckle 2% x 2% inch. 


| | enclose O check or 
O money order. 

O Charge to O Amex 

O Master Charge 

O BankAmericard. 

Give number and 

expiration date. 

No 


These Beltmor buckles are handcrafted with the heft and 
ruggedness active bikers want. The buckles are finished in 
polished chrome with brass logo in baked enamel color. Or 
you may prefer the bronze finish Dirt Bike or the Chopper 
permanently mounted on contoured buckle of polished chrome. 
Or the antique brass finish buckle with picture of cyclist in 
vibrant full color. Whichever buckle you choose, you also have a 
choice of belts: genuine heavy harness leather in black, brown, 














EXTRA DISCOUNT ortan. Or natural Jute or Denim with tan leather trim to match | Interbank No. — Ven 
our jeans. Order several buckles; they're inter-changeable Make check payable ^ 
FOR CLUBS 400% win whatever Bel you select. 2 to BELTMOR. Matching Key Holder 
SAVE EXTRA o Belt Sizes: 
Orders of 4 or more belt- Customer guarantee S - small 28-32" 
and-buckle combination Whatever your choice, your purchase from Beltmor is uncon- | M - medium 34-36" Your name 
mailed to one address.  ditionally guaranteed. Either you're thrilled with the quality ML - med-large 38-40" 
Example: Yousave $3.96 and craftsmanship or return your purchase for refund of L - large 42-44" A 
on purchase of 4 at purchase price. Postage and handling charge $1 per shipment. i ii bläck ddress 
$39.60. You pay $35.64 Order now. pamer Ia b ack, s : 
plus $1 for postage. explo D - Denim City State & Zip 
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"That's me on the left with my Hodaka Super Rat. 
t is Charlie with his Super Combat". 
Ti Ae 
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"How Hodaka helped me lose 650ce's 


(... and find the real fun of cycling") 


How? 

“Like a lot of 
people who get into 
cycling, I went the big 
bike route for a while. * 
Enjoyed that — until s 
the novelty of beating 
sports cars away from 
the stoplights wore off. Finally 
admit to myself that for me, owning a big 
street machine just wasn't worth the big 
investment in money and time. 

*Didn't know what to do after I 
sold that bike. Even thought about getting 
out of cycling altogether. 

*Then one day my buddy Charlie 
bought himself a new Hodaka 125 Super 
Combat dirt bike. I kidded him about 
getting a 125 because he's pretty big. 
But he just smiled and told me to try it out. 
= “As soon as I sat 

on the bike I knew it 
was different from 
other lightweights. 
It felt different. Not 
heavy, but solid, like 
a bigger bike. And 
ESL when I put it in gear 
and took off, I thought the factory must 
have put a 250 engine in it by mistake! I 
never knew how great off-road riding 
could feel on a machine that really handles. 

"Well, the next day I went out and 
bought my own Hodaka — a 100 Super 
Rat. As far as l'm concerned, it's as close 
as you can get to pure fun. It's more hassle- 
free than I figured any bike could be. And 
at the prices they're selling for this month, 
I'd be crazy to have anything else! 

“And you know, I never miss those 
650 cc's I lost." 

The Hodaka Philosophy 

At Hodaka, we've noticed off-road 
riding has really opened up, and more 
people are including it in their outdoor 
activities. We're glad they're discovering 
the fun of a sport that's been our favorite 
for 12 years. 

That's how long ago we set out to 
develop the Ultimate Trail Bikes. We set 
up operations in the small town of Athena, 
Oregon, site of the National Bad Rock 2 
Day Trials and smack in the middle of 
every conceivable kind of off-road terrain 
you might run into. Cow trails. Forested 
mountains. Open dirt roads. Rocky 
streams. You name it. 

We've put a lot of miles on Hodakas 
around Athena. And made a lot of design 
improvements based on what we've found 
out. What we've arrived at is a group of 
exceptionally refined off-road performers 














that still have all the virtues of simplicity. 
Only one plug to change. No multiple 
carbs to synchronize. Parts that don't 
cost a mint. And ease of maintenance 
that's designed into every bike we build. 

Now we'd like to introduce you to 
this month's very special offer on two very 
special Hodakas: the 100 Super Rat and 
the 125 Super Combat — the High Per- 
formance Adult Trail Bikes. 

The Motorcycles 

Don't let the racy good looks fool 
you. These aren't tweaky, high-strung 
mounts designed to go like hell for an 
hour and then be torn down and rebuilt. 

What they are is a happy combina- 
tion of race-bred performance and handling 
plus traditional Hodaka reliability — all 
tucked into tall, tough, man-sized frames 
that are more reminiscent of a 250 than 
the 100's and 125's you're used to seeing. 

The Performance 

From the minute you first sit on 
one of these machines and snap the 
throttle open, you'll know these are no 
ordinary lightweights. The exclusive 
Hodaka Alumiferric engine has amaz- 
ingly quick response and gutsy perfor- 
mance over a wide RPM range. And it's 
coupled to a 5 speed gear box that lets 
you pick your ratio for any kind of terrain 
and any kind of riding. 

But don't take our word for it. 
Check the record Hodaka has piled up 
in competition. Not only have Hodakas 
won hundreds of national and interna- 
tional events, but the same basic engine 
and frame have won all kinds of events. 
Motocrosses. Scrambles. Hill climbs. 
Trials. Even road races! 

Like we said, not ordinary light- 
weight motorcycles. 

The Reliability 

In November of 1972, big six foot, 
six inch Frank Wheeler rode a Hodaka 
125 all the way around Australia — 10,000 
miles — in 21 days! Man, machine, and 
200 pounds of gear averaged an incredible 
475 miles a day over the rugged terrain. 
That’s 2 or 3 vears of average use squeezed 
into 3 weeks! Not the sort of punishment 
most light bikes take kindly to. But then, 
most bikes aren’t built like Hodakas. 

The extra quality that starts in our 
advanced power train carries right through 
to every detail of the Super Rat and Super 
Combat. Take the rear suspension, for 
instance. Its light alloy shocks have cooling 
fins to prevent fade when you're loaded 
down and in a hurry. 

Full knobby tires are standard, too. 
So are super-strong alloy rims that are 


HODAKA MOTORCYCLES PABATCO 


Box 327, Sherman Road Athena, Oregon 97813 





light in weight to get you over obstacles 
easily. And don't forget the folding, enduro 
style footpegs. A braced chain guard. 
Unbreakable plastic fenders front and 
rear, with front mud flaps. A responsive 
progressive-action throttle that comes 
on smoothly from idle to full bore. Im- 
proved brake linings. And lots more. 
Something Special — On Special 

We hope you've gotten the picture 
that the Super Rat and Super Combat 
are very special machines. Now get hip 
to the other half of the story — the price. 
Because for a limited time, these high 
performance trailers are on sale at prices 
you'll have to look twice to believe — just 
$519 suggested retail for the Super Rat 
and $549 suggested retail for the Super 
Combat! (West Coast PO.E.). 


If you've been considering a 250 
dirt bike, you know a good one will cost 
you around twice these prices and pos- 
sibly a lot more. Think about that for a 
while: two great bikes for the price of one. 
Then think about the things you can do 
with two bikes that you can't do with one. 

Because if one Hodaka is a areat 
investment in fun, two Hodakas can 
compound the rewards! 

But hurry — this sale can only last 
until current inventories are gone. 


A Hodaka exclusive: 
the Alumiferric Cylinder 


Before Hodaka, the best bike 
engines usually had cylinders that were 
made in two pieces: an aluminum outside 
with a cast iron sleeve slipped into it. The 
aluminum was great for light weight and 
fast heat dissipation, but didn't wear well, 
so the cast iron cylinder liner was added 
for durability. 

The problem is, the iron sleeve has 
to have "windows" cut in it for the port 
openings. And, with normal manufac- 
turing tolerances, these windows often 
don't line up perfectly with the ports in 
the aluminum cylinder. This creates 
irregularities. Irregularities create tur- 
bulence. Turbulence interferes with the 
smooth, laminar gas flow that's essential 
for peak performance. 

Hodaka's patented Alumiferric 
fusion casting process eliminates this 
problem. That's because our iron liner 
isn't just a slipped-in sleeve — it includes 
the port passages, too, so there are no 
irregularities to restrict flow. The aluminum 
exterior is then bonded onto the iron core 
to form a cylinder that has the advantages 
of both metals — with none of the disad- 
vantages of conventional engines! 
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*U.S.A. prices not including shipping, dealer setup, state & local tax. 
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WRONG. 


Sorry. Exhaust system design is not a science. But 
there is one proven formula for maximum 
performance. Take an experienced designer, 
give him sophisticated equipment and lots of time 
for development and testing. That's the way 
Hooker designs exhaust systems. It may take 
longer and cost more but Hooker insists on 
building the finest in the world... the exhaust 
systems that deliver the most useable horsepower 
from your engine. 












Hooker's newest exhaust systems 
slip easily into place on the 
existing headpipes of your 4 
cylinder Honda or Kawasaki (no 
welding necessary). These 
systems are thoroughly engineered 
to achieve the delicate balance 
between a high level of sound 
control and maximum engine : 
efficiency. Don't confuse 
these with replacement parts. 
These are real performance 
exhaust systems. Select either 
the four muffler system pictured 


And all Hooker products 
are built for perform- | 
ance, even their skate- ü 
board suspension sys- 
tem. That's right. Witha | 
simple adjustment, 
Hooker's suspension 
system can release the 
energy of a flex board or g 
enforce the stability of 
a rigid board. Or, for the 
ultimate skateboard B 
choose the fiberglass 
Hooker Tune Flex lj 
complete with double action trucks and urethane E 
wheels. Hooker skateboards may not be available in 
your area yet. So order direct, sight unseen, and know $ 
you'll get the best just because it's from Hooker. 
Yes, | want the best. Send me a Hooker. 
24" Hooker Tune Flex Board: 
— — $58.40 Yellow: ___$59.40 Rainbow 
27" Hooker Tune Flex Board: 
———$59.40 Yellow: $60.40 Rainbow 
$19.95 Suspension System 24" 27" 
Undecided? Send $1.25 for information on all Hooker 

































Patent Pending 




















or the four into two design. products My weight is. 
Name 
Address 
City State. Zip. 
Master Charge:  BankAmericard 
Card # Exp. Date. 


Signature 
Enclose check or money order payable to Hooker, 1032 
West Brooks St., Ontario, Calif. 91762. Freight included. B 
California residents add 696 tax. Offer void where pro- i 
hibited. Sorry, no C.O.D. 
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PIPELINE ................ Continued from page 37 
navigation gear. He did the 112.27 mph 
over a 37%-mile circuit liberally furnished 
with uneven and variable-grip road sur- 
faces, where bumps suddenly materialize 
at 150 mph when there are none at 120 
mph. Afterwards nobody thought to in- 
quire about RG500 handling. 

European privateers naturally enough 
get ideas of transforming adequate han- 
dling into outright superiority with futuris- 
tic frames. So far, the European 
specialists haven't thought too much 
about offering a selection of Suzuki-four 
frames guaranteed to gun down the op- 
position. Nor has there been a massive 
run of suspension experiment. Suzuki-GB 
goes along happily enough with standard 
rear shocks, stiffened up slightly since 
spring rates recommended by Japanese 
testers tend to sag under Western 
weights. Slight front end softness on 
some circuits is overcome by fitting forks 
from the TR750 racer. 

The Suzuki-GB race staff are no great 
innovators, nor do they profess magical 
powers to increase horsepower at a 
stroke. Because they work on the official 
RG500s, the mechanics assemble the en- 
gines strictly in accordance with Jap- 
anese instructions. They joke about the 
engines falling together, and turn serious 
to talk of Suzuki units being the best 
engineered and most reliable ever to 
grace road racing. The mechanics are not 
ones for tearing engines apart without 
good and proper reason. When the rider 
is satisfied and practice is ending, it's the 
signal for leaving everything alone. Famil- 
iarity with engine internals has not bred 
complacency, but acts as early warning of 
impending trouble. The worrying starts at 
the onset of unexplained failures; the ti- 
tanium cylinder studs falling into the "wor- 
rying" category after some had suffered 
inexplicable fractures. Not many of them, 
and not very often. One went in a GP 
paddock when being wrenched up (long 
before reaching the approved torque). 
Another one snapped during a Mallory 
Park race, sluicing water over the rear 
tire. Subsequently the entire stock of 
studs were visually inspected without giv- 
ing up a single clue. Worrying. 

Barry Sheene informs everybody that 
most Suzukis are as fast as his, and his is 
slower than some—and he's deadly ear- 
nest. The GB crew confirm his statement 
with no attempt to psyche privateers al- 
ready depressed by Sheene's perfor- 
mance. Merv reckons the madly 
industrious Europeans work overtime 
screwing extra performance into private 
Suzukis. Phil Read, for instance, disap- 
peared to Italy to get a Suzuki fine-tune; 
exact whereabouts unknown but intrigu- 
ing rumors suggest a site somewhere in 
close proximity to the Harley-Davidson 
factory and its technicians. 

Of course Suzuki monitors progress of 
the GB teamsters, and keeps racing de- 
sign and development activities ticking 
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over. The edict that placed Europe off- 
limits was breached to the extent of dis- 
patching RG500 designer "Mac" Hasse to 
discover how square-fours prospered in 
privateer care (he must have been im- 
pressed) and to advise Suzuki-GB. The 
effort, however, is small time in compari- 
son with GP seasons gone, when relays of 
mechanics arrived in Europe and updated 
exotics appeared in time for every GP. 

Still, Sheene keeps winning (four GPs 
out of four) so what's the reason if not 
vastly superior machinery? A vastly supe- 
rior Sheene perhaps. Certainly Sheene 
has outridden everyone, and made telling 
point of his experience on Suzuki-fours 
dating back to early 1974. And at last he 
enjoys a taste of the benign fortune that 
makes champions. 

The Isle of Man TT lumbered Suzuki- 
GB with an overload of problems. Going 
to the island the first time with new ma- 
chinery is something like hitting Daytona 
with untried equipment. You don't quite 
know what to expect, only trouble. 

Suzuki-GB troubles initiated with over- 
cooling. Paddock warm-ups produced 
barely acceptable 90 degree C readings, 
which promptly became sub-fifties (the 
gauge reads 50-degree minimum) a few 
miles down the road—and this with two- 
thirds of the radiator blanked off. Re- 
routing the water pipes and restricting the 
return passages eventually raised the run- 
ning temperature, but the amount of work 





and experiment cut the John Williams 
flying laps to one each practice session. 
In the rush, carb settings were mere esti- 
mates, and fuel consumption remained a 
matter of hope. (The Suzuki carried 9.5 
(US) gallons, including a reserve in the 
seat tank—anc¢ it still handled.) As it hap- 
pened, the settings proved good, the gas 
lasted (with one pit stop for the 226.24 
miles), and the engine performed fault- 
lessly. But the RG Suzuki didn't win. 

Unluckily the small rack-and-pinion as- 
sembly that operates the clutch push rod 
Seized. Fitted near the gearbox sprocket, 
the mechanism received an excess of 
chain oil and road grit, the resultant wear 
was possibly accelerated by the unhard- 
ened steel chosen for the rack. In any 
case, the third tooth along was flattened 
and deformed enough to jam the rack. 

Actually a clutchless win was still on for 
Williams had not a small pin broken on the 
gear selector. So the unfortunate 
Williams, with no clutch or gear-shifting 
facilities, stopped (and started pushing) at 
the tight S-bend switchback a few hun- 
dred yards from the finish. 

A Suzuki production racer didn't win 
the TT (hiker Williams took seventh). But 
Suzuki production racers won the French 
GP, the Austrian and ltalian GPs, the 
Dutch TT, and the Belgian GP. 

And a Suzuki production racer has won 
the 1976 500cc World Championship. 

—Jim Greening 


Your bike is rotten. 


Our 1976 all-new mail order catalog is the 
most complete catalog of parts, accesso- 
ries, performance equipment, tools and 


clothing for custom, street, competition 
and dirt bikes. The 1976 motorcylist's 
catalog is just the very best mail order 
catalog available anywhere. 


Allow 3 — 4 weeks for delivery 


Please enclose $1.50 for postage 
and handling for APO, FPO and 
: foreign countries. 





ADDRESS 
CITY 
STATE -ZIP 


515 N. Victory Blvd., 
m NE 


Burbank, Ca. , 91502 
(213) 849- 7295 











If that sounds like a rotten thing to say, think 
how your faithful friend and companion 
feels each time you're out riding. While you 
go boppin' along, every surface of your 
bike is under attack by rotten elements that 
cause rotten things like deterioration, 
cracking and discoloring. Tire side-walls, 
trick paint job, saddle, clutch and brake 
cables, spark plug wires — all getting the 
worst of it. But don't get depressed. Because 
finally there's one product (count it, one) that 
will protect about every surface of your 
hummer against rot. Armor All Protectant. 
Armor All is honestly unique. It actually 
combines with the fibers of — get this, now — 
all rubber, vinyl, plastic, leather, even paint, 
to form a thin, tough shield against rot. 
What you treat with Armor All not only lasts 
longer, it also takes on its own fresh, original 


look. And that goes for your riding duds, too. 
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So get yourself in gear and gas it. Send 
for Armor All Protectant. 


Select Products Company, 4120 Birch Street, 
Suite 111, Newport Beach, CA. 92660 


Okay, Armor All Protectant doesn't sound like just 
another rotten product. 











4 oz. bottles of Armor All 
Protectant at $1.98 each plus 50¢ for postage & 
handling. 


Please send me. 











Enclosed is my check or money order for $ 











I'm a little short this month so I’m sending $1.00 
for an Armor All introductory kit with Armor All 





samples, a decal, plus a brochure with an 
Armor All products and accessories shopping list. 


Name. 





Street. 








City. 

State Zip. 

Sorry, no C.O.D. orders. (California residents add 6% Sales Tax.) 
IT'LL BE EVEN MORE ROTTEN 

IF YOU DON'T TRY ARMOR ALL. 


© 1976 Very Important Products. Inc. 
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Ancient Adolph Weil was second in world points but 
had a disappointing day on his 440 Maico at Carlsbad. 
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A Dutch dentist drilled the 
competition, capped-off his 
third USGP, and pulled an 
upset over Roger DeCoster. 
By Dale Boller 


the Japanese had a chance and he's 
good enough to earn them a Champion- 
ship. To do that Noyce will have to beat 
DeCoster, which will be tough, and three- 
time winner Wolsink at the USGP, which 
may be impossible. 


Results 

1. Gerrit Wolsink Neth. SUZ 
2. Brad Lackey USA HUS 
3. Herbert Schmitz W. Ger. PUC 
4. Ake Jonsson Sweden MAI 
5. Tommy Croft USA HON 
6. Steve Stackable USA SUZ 
7. Jaak Van Velthoven Belgium KTM 
8. Gaylon Mosier USA MAI 
9. Adolph Weil W. Ger. MAI 
10. Terry Clark USA KAW 
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Brad Lackey attempts to zap Jaak Van Velthoven in a 
dramatic come-from-behind charge on his Husky. 


ae Sa Pa 
Tommy Croft on the new red-cylindered 


factory Honda 400 had a brilliant second moto in which he placed 5th. 





we E DUO 
Herbert Schmitz of Germany had been doing well in 
Europe on the factory Puch and was consistent here. 





Schmitz's big-bore Puch is similar to the 250 World 
Champion Harry Everts rides. It won't be imported. 
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OME ee AS GOES 


x BAY T n P 
Rex Staten (left) had shock problems w 
while Marty Tripes set the fastest qualifying time. 


WOO Ie 








s 3 DT. AES 4X Q 
: Honda's new RC had 10-inch travel forks 
50 support moto, but managed to charge back for an easy 1-1 overall win. with external-cam spring-preload adjusters. 
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Kent Howerton unloaded in each 2. 





While some riders relaxed in lawn chairs, Weil welded his own footpeg. ® 
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Wolsink's Kayaba shocks have a rubber hose interconnecting a remote gas chamber. 
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Psych: Off at the. 


SUPERBOWL - 





9 "THAT TONY D IS A SMART KID,” says 
Jimmy Weinert as he heads his van down 
the freeway toward the Los Angeles Coli- 
seum for the Superbowl of Motocross. 
"He just needs to grow up a little. He 
keeps sending me these goddamn 
cards." 

Steve Johnson, Weinert's Team Ka- 
wasaki mechanic, laughs. ''Get-well 
cards. He's trying to mess with your head 
now." 

"Johnson," snaps Weinert, "has any- 
one ever been able to mess with my head? 
Nobody can psych the psycher." 

If “Jammin’ Jimmy" Weinert will ever be 
susceptible to his own game of psyching 
out the competition, it will be this day, 
Saturday, July 24. 

Just two months earlier, Weinert's right 
knee was fractured during practice for the 
year's first AMA 500cc National at Mexico, 
New York by a rock thrown by Tony 
DiStefano's motorcycle. When he was 
injured, Weinert was just 15 points behind 
DiStefano in the battle for the AMA 250cc 
Championship. The last 250cc National 
was scheduled for the weekend following 
the 500cc National at which Weinert was 
hurt. DiStefano won the 250cc Champion- 
ship. Jimmy lost not only his shot at the 
250cc title, but also all hope of keeping 
the 500cc title he had held for two succes- 
sive years. 

Weinert has been on a motocrosser just 
once since then—two weeks ago—and 
promptly re-injured his knee. Now, just 10 
days after the second cast was cut off his 
damaged knee, Weinert is entered in the 
Superbowl. His finish will determine the 
AMA 250cc Super Series Championship. 
After four other stadium motocross races, 
Weinert leads by only 15 points over Kent 
Howerton. He must do well. 

Weinert, 24, looks tanned and fit in his 
street clothes. He talks about psyching 
other riders. "Usually, between motos, I’m 
psyching out Tony or someone else. | 
learned from Gary Nixon when | used to 
travel around the country with him racing 
Class C. Now, when someone comes over 
to talk to me, the first thing they say is 
‘Don’t think you're going to psych me.’ | 
don’t have to say anything. They psych 
themselves out wondering what I’m going 
to say. 
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“Take Tony D, for example. Down at the 
Houston stadium race, it was me, Marty 
Smith, and Tony just freight-training right 
through. | got the hole shot. Marty Smith 
and | were just back and forth. | always 
maintained that little edge, but it was 
heavy. Marty's bike broke two laps from 
the end. Then Tony moved right in there. 
All | had to do was cruise. 

“After the moto Tony comes over and 
tells me | shouldn’t have stopped in the 
turns, and that if | did it again he’s gonna 
snuff me. So | tell him, ‘Hey, you're doing 
good, but don't let that go to your head.’ | 
mean, | respect him—he did get Number 
One. | had some mechanical difficulties 
and | broke my knee, but he still won. 

“So | told him, ‘Your luck is changing. | 
got a good motorcycle, and you're going 
to see a lot of me. You were good, but I'm 
gonna beat you this year like | did before.’ 
| just went on and on. 

“You want to bump, huh?’ | asked him. 
"You want to snuff? Let's go back to the 
way we did in 1974 when you broke your 
thumb. Maybe this time you'll break your 
leg.' ! just laid it on him like that. 

"The next night he comes out there and 
he's scared stiff. He fell down about four 
times, finished 18th. Then he comes out in 
the next moto and wins it. | was leading 
and let him go by. He came flying in there. 
| just moved over because | wanted to win 
overall. | just followed him to the check- 
ered flag. He just didn't know what to do. 

"But it’s not all psych. Where he's lucky 
is that he's big and strong, like an ox. ! 
read an article in Cycle News where he 
said he doesn't want me to see any of his 
training secrets. If he ever went through 
my training program, he wouldn't be able 
to ride on raceday. | proved that at Hang- 
town. The last six minutes he couldn't 
even hang on anymore. | just wheeled 
away from him and Ellis. If that isn't condi- 
tioning, | don't know what is. 

"Down in Phoenix, | won each moto by 
at least a 20-second lead. Tony wasn't 
even in contention there. In the Houston 
National, | broke. At Atlanta, | beat him 
again. He beat me the second moto there, 
but | had put more psych on him for the 
first moto, and he did bad. | beat him again 
in Maryland. We were waiting for South- 
wick, Massachusetts (the last and decid- 





Story and photos by John Ulrich 


ing 250 National), but | never made it there 
after that rock hit me in New York. 

"He's living proof that my psych really 
works when | want," says Weinert as he 
pulls into the Coliseum parking lot. “I can't 
wait to psych out Roger (DeCoster) and 
Gerrit (Wolsink) sometime. l've got my 
power out there searching for a World 
Championship-caliber psych. Brad 
[Lackey] doesn't think | can do it, but I’m 
working on it." 

Weinert heads for the registration table. 
"Where's Howerton?” he asks. "I've got to 
psych him out. I’ve already said that we'll 
fix Howerton. We'll hire Eric (Crippa, 
Howerton's mechanic) and he won't have 
anyone to keep his bike running. Then 
we'll hire Brad (Lackey) and Husqvarna 
won't have anything." 

"He's like that," says Steve Johnson as 
he watches Weinert stand in the registra- 
tion line. "He puts on a good show. A lot of 
what he does is psych for his competitors. 
Many people say that he follows the role 
of Ali. He tries to be real great—the great- 
est—which | think he is. He's smarter than 
most riders, smart during a race and 
smart as a businessman. | think it plays a 
big part in his racing. 

"There are actually riders who his 
threats sink into. They won't admit it, 
though. He can come off the wall so fast 
with some remark that it just blows them 
away. Stackable and he can stand there 
and do the same thing to each other all 
day long, get each other going. He does 
the same thing with Tony. But he can say 
something to some riders and they really 
don't know what to think. 

"Plus, it's his nature. He's talking all the 
time. But he's got to be up for this one. 
This is it. If we don't win this series, we'll 
have to wait for the Trans Am." 

In the pits, the question Weinert hears 
most often is "How's the knee?" 

"Its OK for normal, everyday stuff," 
Weinert tells an inquiring mechanic. " just 
can't put it down." 

A reporter asks the same question. "It's 
100 percent," says Weinert. “Good 
enough to follow Howerton. That's all | 
have to do. 

"The racetrack is not for digestion," 
Weinert admonishes a rider he sees eat- 
ing chicken. Then he walks over to his 
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This year a fractured knee cost Jimmy Weinert dearly. 

The injury ruined his chances of retaining the AMA 500cc 

s Motocross Championship and finished his hope of capturing 
the 250cc Championship. At the Superbowl Weinert could 
still salvage the AMA 250cc Super Series Championship for 
Stadium motocross. Jimmy could barely use his bum knee, 
freshly out of a cast. So he’d have to use his wits. 





SUPERBOWL 


own ice chest, and pulls out a sandwich. 

"Don't eat too much,” says Johnson. 
"You've got less than an hour before you 
have to ride." 

"See what | have to put up with?" 
complains Weinert. 

Workers armed with hoses spray the 
track until it glistens a slimy brown in the 
bright sunlight. Weinert and Kawasaki 
Team Manager Tim Smith disappear into 
a training room. When they return to the 
pits, Weinert's knee is elaborately taped 
and wrapped with bandages. He pulls an 
elastic, leather, and metal brace over the 
knee, fastens the buckles, and puts on his 
leathers. Over Weinert's leathers Smith 
duct-apes on a hard plastic shin and 
knee guard. 

"He'll do OK as long as he doesn't twist 
his knee," Smith says as Weinert rolls 
down the peristyle downhill for his first lap 
of practice. "If he sticks his foot in a hole 
and twists his knee it will be painful. Aside 
from that, he should be in the hunt." 

"He can do it if the bike hangs to- 
gether," says Johnson. 

"That's the only thing that worries me," 
adds Smith. “The bike is at the end of its 
season. As well-prepared as it is, things 
can go wrong after a year of racing." 

“It looked like you were hurtin’ out 
there," John Hateley tells Weinert after 
practice. Hateley hands him a piece of 
watermelon. 

"| tried putting my foot down once out 
there," Weinert tells Johnson. “I just said 
woooooooo. | can't ride, man." Weinert 
looks from his knee to his palms. "My 
hands hurt." 

Weinert walks around the pits, joking 
and talking with other riders after prac- 
tice. "You should have seen it," he tells a 
couple of riders. "| told Ellis | was con- 
templating flying over all three of the 
jumps at the end of the straight. Then I 
saw him and Semics jump them on their 
next laps. They jumped all the way off the 
track, completely missed the corner after 
the jumps. 

"| told him," confides Weinert about 
another racer " 'don't be a hero; if you're 
leading, go for it, but your teeth will be all 
over the track.” 

Weinert seems more subdued as time 
trials approach. The fastest qualifier will 
win $500. No one will be eliminated. 
"Qualification" at the Superbowl is just 
another part of the show. 

Six riders are let out at intervals on the 
track during each qualifying period. 
Weinert is one of the last groups. He 
pivots around his extended left leg in left 
handers, but keeps his right leg on the 
peg, taking wide lines through right turns. 

On his timed lap, Weinert flies off the 
giant peristyle jump all the way to the flat 
track surface at its base, never touching 
the slope. In spite of his taped and braced 
knee, Weinert qualifies fourth fastest in a 
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field of 26, then returns to the pits com- 
plaining of poor handling. 

Johnson discovers that the steering 
head has cracked where a screw indexes 
one of the two aluminum bearing cups 
used to set the head angle adjustment of 
the bike's special frame. With the crack- 
ing, the set-screw allowed the one-de- 
gree-negative cup to rotate to the side. 
The rotation made the bike want to veer 
left. Johnson decides to use neutral cups 
So rotation will not matter, and then sets 
out to find a torch to weld up the crack 
and set-screw hole in the frame. 

"| don't even want to know about it," 
says Weinert when told of the damage. “lI 
don't want to see it. Just make it right." 

A woman with a tape recorder corners 
Weinert for an interview during the long 
wait between qualifying and the first moto. 
"How much money do you make in 
motocross?" she asks him. 

"Well, let me tell you," answers Weinert, 
"before | hurt my knee, | figured | would 
make $150,000 this year. Since | hurt it, I'll 
probably make about $80,000-$90,000." 

"How long will you race?" the inter- 
viewer asks him. 

"| figure | have five more years," says 
Weinert. “I'm 24 now. You have to realize 
how many years you can do it, and then 
stop. Retirement—that's what I’m going 
into when | stop racing. | started riding at 
age 6, started racing at 15." 

"Doesn't riding that long tend to burn 
you out?" Weinert is asked. 

"No," he says. “I’ve always been able to 
do more and more each year. Like Roger 
(DeCoster)—he didn't win his first cham- 
pionship until he was 26. I’ve already got a 
couple of championships when | was just 
a youngster. 

“lve definitely matured on the 
racetrack,” Weinert continues. “I’m still 
wild and crazy but | am conservative and 
have got it under control. It just takes 
years. You have to think about what you 
are doing. | don't think I've matured as a 
person. l'Il be a big kid all my life." 

Asked about the Europeans, Weinert 
says “I think we're awful close. We've got 
the speed. Now it's all conditioning. | get a 
laugh when the Europeans say we should 
come to Europe and ride the harder 
tracks. | would love it because every time 
we've ridden real hard tracks here in the 
United States, I’ve done well, and done 
well against Europeans. | also do well on 
the smoother ones, because I'm used to 
Class C flat track. It don't matter to me. 

"Every time | speak to Europeans now 
they say that our tracks are too fast. But 
every time | talk to Brad about racing in 
Europe, he says, ‘Man, I’m sixth gear flat 
out down the straightaway.’ So I’m going 
to the Europeans, ‘Do you go slow over 
there, huh?’ They just don't like to get 
beat. | think this year at the Trans Am we 
might put up a top European award, pre- 
sent it at the end of the series. | definitely 
think an American is gonna win. | know it. 
Before | broke my knee, | would have 





guaranteed that | would win the Trans 
Am. | won't guarantee it now, but I'll be 
right there.” 

A young man with long, wild hair, a 
floppy leather hat, blue jeans and sandals 
quietly assembles a tubular aluminum 
pyramid, about four feet tall, in the corner 
of the Kawasaki pits. “I represent an astro- 
physicist,” he explains, pointing to news 
clippings and diagrams of the Great Pyra- 
mids in his portfolio. “This is an antenna 
for cosmic waves. It’s been proven very 
beneficial to human beings. It sharpens 
up your mental powers and promotes 
physical healing.” 

Nearby, Weinert gestures toward the 
pyramid. “Tim,” he says to Tim Smith, 
“What do you think about my pyramid? 
What a psych-out. It can’t hurt me.” 

A small crowd gathers. The young man 
Weinert refers to as "my pyramid techni- 
cian" moves Weinert's lawn chair under 
the pyramid. DiStefano walks up and 
gapes at the contraption. 

“I’ve gotta get into my pyramid," 
Weinert tells him. 

"Get into it alone," says DiStefano as he 
walks away. 

Dave Despain and the CBS film crew 
approach. "Jim Weinert is preparing for 
the Superbowl of Motocross," Despain 
says into the large, foam-covered micro- 
phone he holds. The cameraman zooms 
in from an overall view of Weinert talking 
to Despain from under the pyramid. "Jim," 
asks Despain, "can you tell us what this is 
all about?" 

"This is pyramid power," answers 
Weinert. "It helps my concentration." 

In the background, Johnson shakes his 
head. "Kawasaki always attracts the nuts. 
They don't bother anybody else. They get 
drawn to us like a magnet." 

"Do you know what that guy told me?" 
asks Rick Jones, mechanic for Weinert's 
team mate, Gary Semics. "He told me that 
if | put my engine under that thing, it 
wouldn't seize." 

“Is pyramid power going to help you 
win the Superbowl of Motocross?" De- 
spain asks into his microphone. 

“PIL tell you after the race," answers 
Weinert. 

When the television crew has left, 
Weinert turns to the pyramid technician. 
"If I get off during the race," he says with a 
straight face, “I’m gonna come back here 
and beat the crap out of you." 

The call for the first 30-minute moto is 
broadcast over loudspeakers in the pits. 
Weinert suits up, then stands with his 
helmet and goggles/face mask in hand. 
"Everyone says | should be careful, | 
shouldn't do this, and | shouldn't do that. 
I’m just gonna go for it, and see what 
happens. | haven't ridden in two months, 
and now I’ve got to race with everyone. 
Sure, in qualifying everyone goes fast, 
and | did OK, but the race is what really 
tells. I'm not gonna worry about anything. 
The knee is here, and | can't put it down 

(Continued on page 58) 
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WHAT | 


THE RACERS 


WEAR 


No one knows better than the winners— 
Carl Cranke, Larry Rosseler and Bob Hannah. 


€ Evaluating off road riding gear is true seat of 
the pants testing. Dynomometers, vernier cal- 
ipers and the like cannot measure the dif- 
ference between good leathers and bad ones. 
It's the first time a rider skids off the top of a 
whoop-de-doo, plows through a cactus or 
ricochets off some tree bark that he will dis- 
cover something about the quality of his protec- 
tive clothing. 

Motorcycling's best clothing dynomometers 
are veteran racers. They contribute more than 
their share of hide to racing and have found 
out, the hard way, which clothes are best. We 
invited three of the United States' select dirt 
racers to model with their personal racing 
apparel. Yamaha's Bob Hannah, having just 
retumed from 125cc Grand Prix in Ohio, was 
our representative motocrosser. Larry 
Roeseler of Husqvama appeared as a cross 
country racing emissary. He had just won 
another desert race overall the day prior to our 
photo session. The most renowned ISDT rider 
in the country, Carl Cranke, was our Six Day/ 
Enduro delegate. 

The flashy leather pants, bright jerseys and 
multi-colored helmets a spectator sees from 
behind a snow fence are only the racers' 
overcoats. Beneath all the armor plating are 
equally important types of underclothing and 
personal preparation styles about which only 
experienced riders are knowledgeable. Indi- 
vidual riders have personal preferences regard- 
ing preparation methods; so we endeavored to. 
show how these veterans prepare from the 
inside out. 

Displayed within the following six pages are 
these three racers and their riding gear from 
boots to goggles. Also shown is their undergar- 
ment preparation from skiwies to hand wraps. 
We must confess to some cover-up. Bob 
Hannah is shown with a borrowed pair of boxer 
shorts. Bob doesn't wear underpants—at 
home or on the track. Carl Cranke's novel net- 
style skiwies are only an occasional part of his 
riding gear. Sometimes he wears them under 
his leathers; sometimes not. Larry Roeseler is 
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the shy type and for that reason prefers boxer 
shorts to bare skin. 

Comfort and support are as important in off 
road apparel as protection. And. sometimes 
one is the other. Protection from extreme heat 
and cold is also comfort. For instance, a helmet 
performs obvious protection functions for your 
head. A helmet also reduces noise, which can 
be fatiguing and ear damaging. However, most 
riders don’t know that full-coverage helmets are 
less effective in keeping noise away from your 
ears than open-face casques. 

. Beginning dirt riders commonly ask if racers 
wear items like athletic supporters. It might 
seem logical but the answer is no— because of 
the discomforts caused by a supporter. Heavy- 
set riders are plagued with upper-torso fatigue 
caused by the jiggling and shock delivered to 
body fat. Some of these racers correct the 
problem by wearing two kidney belts, one 
above the other. Riders that are extremely 
muscular in the chest area may have the same 
problem and employ the same solution. Body 
shapes are rarely the same but problems 


By Dave Holeman 


commonly are. Narrow hipped riders may have 
difficulty in keeping their leather pants from 
slipping down. Suspenders are the solution for 
them as they are for paunchy riders. 

Any new rider will be wise to experiment with 
different types of underpants. Jockey shorts 
have a terribly uncomfortable habit of crawling 
up into your crotch. Boxer shorts will crawl up a 
lesser amount because the legs can be pulled 
down into your pant legs. Some riders are 
known to wear women's panties as they fit the 
hips more snugly, won't stick to damp pant 
interiors and alleviate skin rash. Shorts made of 
slick materials are less abrasive than those of 
knitted cotton fibers. 

Chap Stick is effective at preventing lip chap- 


` ping in hot, cold, wet and dry climates. Facial 


sun and wind bum can be prevented by apply- 
ing Vaseline to exposed skin. Many desert 
racers generously spread Vaseline on their 
buttocks to reduce rash and cheek friction. 
Abrasive rubbing on the neck by Barbour-type 
jackets can be eliminated by sewing a piece of 


teny cloth into the collar. Keeping toe nails . 


trimmed. short will avoid. scratching of your 


adjacent toes as your feet swell. Your socks will. . 


last much longer, too. 

One of our associates who is gifted with a 
near-hairless dome finds added comfort inside 
his helmet by wearing a cotton watch cap. Few 
racers are without baby powder. It absorbs foot 
moisture, allows leather pants to slip on 
smoothly and reduces the friction from cow 
hide gloves. 


One cardinal rule of off-road riding is to - 


never ride alone. Always ride with someone 
who can go for help if you need it. Better yet 
have someone to ride to. Or have someone to 
ride for. Cycle's choice to fill all three categories 
is shoun in the final pages of this section. With 
the expert advice of Lynn Wilson and a full 
complement of attire from her Motorcycle 
Specialties store we endured the grueling task 
of dressing our Califomia Desert Fox. A trail 
companion like this will give anyone a whole 
new view of riding off road—even Dirt Donks. 
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MOTOCROSS: Bob Hannah of Team Yamaha 


pue Motocrossers 
compete in the most 
physically-demanding racing in 
the world. Racing wide open for 
45 minutes without a moment’s 
relaxation taxes to the ultimate 
physical limits young athletes 
like Bob Hannah. He must take 
every advantage of his riding 
gear can provide in comfort and 
protection. The body’s natural 
air conditioning system has its 
best chance to cool with a 
Yamaha team jersey ($13.95). 
The jersey is made of nylon 
perforated for air flow. It comes 
in Yamaha team colors and is 
washable. 

On rocky tracks Bob uses a 
JT Koho face guard ($8.95) for 
nose and mouth protection. Bob 
adds the ventilation holes. The 
Bell Super Magnum ($58.75) 
offers optimum cooling and the 
Duck Bill visor ($1.50) deflects 
sun light and flying debris. The 
strip of duct tape keeps mud 
and water from draining down 
onto Bob’s goggles. On bright 
days Hannah uses dark lenses in 
his Carrara 98 goggles. The 98s 
have open vents on the bottom 
and hinged flaps on the 
top.($16.95). 

Hannah wears Torsten 
Hallman Shoulder pads ($34.15) 
because they offer collar-bone 
protection with minimal weight. 
Tough plastic caps and padded 
bicep covers armor his 
shoulders and upper arms. The 
shoulder pads are worn over his 
jersey because he’s cooler that 
way. Beneath all the protective 
gear, Bob wears a minimal 
amount of underclothing. The 
boxer shorts are actually a 
concession to the readership’s 
sensibilities as he wears no 
underpants. Again, this offers 
the maximum in cooling and 
freedom of movement. Bob does 
not wear a T-shirt and for the 
same reason. Yamaha Motocross 
socks ($4.95) are part of Bob’s 
normal attire though he wears 
shorter, heavy-quage hiking 
stockings on occasion. The 
Yamaha socks are made of a 
soft terry cloth-type material and 
are knee length. They are highly 
moisture absorbent and 
machine washable. Bob does 
not wear athletic stockings 
under the Yamaha socks. Single 
socks allow free foot movement 
within his boots. 
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ariations in track surfaces 
and weather conditions 
demand alternate preparation. 
When the tracks are sandy, 
muddy or dry Bob wears a Jofa 
mouth guard ($5.95). The Jofa 
offers minimal breathing 
restriction and no visual 
interference. The adjustable 
straps button to the Bell Super 
Magnum and the padded plastic 
chin guard shields the mouth 
and teeth from small debris. On 
overcast days or when the 
course is heavily shaded Hannah 
uses the clear-lens Carrera 98 
goggles shown here. Since a 
motocrosser’s feet receive most 
of the abuse to his body they 
require the most protection. Hi 
a Point Motocross boots ($74.95) 
A “give excellent protection and 
~ Y ' supple comfort. The cinch-straps 
A 7 k and release quickly due to 
em. their unique press and pull 
» design. The one-piece design 
'  cléverly uses a single section of 
~ leather for the entire boot to 
eliminate undesireable extra 
stitching. Metal shin plates and 
toe caps assure protection from 
flying stones. The smooth soles 
and steel reinforced arch plates 
afford an extra measure of 
support and protection. 
Additional ventilation holes in 
the chest guard of the shoulder 
pads improve cooling and were 
added by Hannah. Adjustable 
straps allow Bob to tighten the 
shoulder pads to an exact fit. JT 
Koho racing leathers are cooler 
and lighter than solid cowhide 
pants. Nylon is used in areas 
where protection is least 
needed, for weight reduction 
and ventilation Leather is used 
over the knees, inner leas, 
crotch, seat and for the side 
striping. The knee and shin 
areas are given extra protection 
with plastic caps and guards. 
They are removeable, as are the 
snap-on interior hip pads. These 
JT leathers ($89.95) are 
machine washable. Internal body 
shock is minimized with the 
Simon Says Yes, Gold Belt 
kidney supporter ($16.95). Its 
elastic, canvas-like design is 
infinitely adjustable for sizing 
and fit. The custom painting on 
Bob's helmet was applied by 
Mike Bils. Hannah uses JT racing 
5 | gloves ($28.95). They are made 
= e of lamb skin and are double- 
R thick on the palm. 
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CROSS COUNTRY: Larry Roeseler of Team Husqvarna 


r the world of cross country 
motorcycle racing desert 
racers are a breed all their own. 
Desert racers endure the weekly 
100 mile hare ‘n hounds’ in 
scorching summer heat and dry, 
frozen air in the winter. Speeds 
go over 100 mph in Baja and 
when things go wrong help is a 
long way off. In the winter Larry 
Roeseler wears his Bell T-shirt 
($3.95) for warmth. The 
Malcolm Smith Gold Belt kidney 
supporter holds vital organs in 
place. Its canvas/elastic design 
absorbs moisture in the heat 
and retains warmth in the cold. 
Velcro fastening gives it 
infinitely-adjustible sizing. While 
Larry doesn’t wear Johnson & 
Johnson band aids, many riders 
use them to keep outer clothing 
from chafing their nipples. Salt 
from body perspiration makes 
this chafing very uncomfortable. 
Roeseler insists on BeFs 
Moto Star, as do most desert 
racers, for added facial 
protection. The Moto Star 
($67.75) provides unparalleled 
shielding from flying stones 
and—in the event of a high 
speed fall—keeps the ground a 
safe distance from his teeth. 
Because Larry’s speeds are the 
fastest in off-road racing he 
wears a Bell Shorty Visor 
($1.50) to eliminate wind lift. It 
is translucent and smoke tinted 
in color. Scott goggles ($12.95) 
fit easily in the helmet's 
opening. The generous foam- 
covering vent slots are sealed 
with duct tape in extremely 
dusty events to reduce the 
amount of particles that will 
collect on the inside of the lens. 
Roeseler coats the Scott 
polaroid lens ($4.95) with 
Armorall to protect the surface 
from scratches. It also reduces 
static electricity, which acts like 
a magnet in attracting dust. 
Larry likes the J.C. Penny boxer 
shorts ($1.75) with their tightly- 
woven finish and leas that can 
be pulled down inside his 
leathers. Under the Malcolm 
Smith Gold Medal socks 
Roeseler wears hiking stockings 
so his boots will fit snugly. 
Smith’s socks are soft 80% 
acrilic with 20% stretch nylon 
($4.95) and are knee length. 
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uring a three hour desert 

race or all-day Baja event 
Roeseler makes every attempt to 
conserve body fluids. A loss of 
too much fluid can cause fatigue 
and lead to heat prostration. 
Larry's jersey is a Husqvarna 
team jumper ($15.95). This 
jersey is all cotton and 
nonperforated to prevent 
excessive air flow and functions 
more like a sweat shirt to 
contain perspiration and control 
the evaporation rate. Hand 
protection is provided by JT 
Champion gloves. The palm is a 
double layer of leather which 
sandwiches foam insulation 
These JT aloves ($28.85) also 
have padded thumbs, vinyl 
covered foam backings and 
elastic wrist bands. Since Larry's 
hands callous quickly he doesn't 
tape or wrap his palms. 

Few, if any, desert racers 
conclude a career without 
shoulder injuries. Broken 
clavicles are commonplace. 
Shoulder pads are an accepted 
part of Roeseler's attire. These 
lightweight Jofa pads ($43.65) 
use plastic mouldings for 
shoulder and upper arm 
protection. The, chest cover is 
cotton-like and fits to size with a 
drawstring. Larry wears the pads 
under his jersey to keep the 
shoulder caps from flapping in 
the wind. The canvas and elastic 
Simon Says Yes Gold Belt is an 
absolute necessity for long races 
to prevent kidney damage. 

Malcolm Smith Grand Prix 
motocross leathers are Larry’s 
preference for protection and 
comfort. They are a nylon/ 
leather combination with 
cowhide covering the critical 
body areas like the seat, crotch, 
inner legs and sides. The nylon 
reduces weight and is water 
repellent. The inside is lined 
with perforated nylon and hip 
padding is included. Smith’s 
leathers ($84.95) also feature 
zippered calves and a sewn-on 
belt. Malcolm also supplies 
Roeseler’s boots—the Gold 
Medal-type ($73.95). These are 
Italian-made with one-piece 
leather construction. The shin 
section is padded as are the 
ankles. Quick-attach buckles, 
metal toe caps and a reinforced 
smooth sole compliment the 
high comfort level of the boots. 





ISDT: Carl Cranke of Team Penton, U.S.A. 


ressing for the ISDT is akin 

to a soldier's combat 
preparation. The battle the rider 
will wage is against every 
imaginable obstacle—snow, 
mud, heat, traffic jams, 
mechanical repairs, pushing, 
ton-up asphalt racing and, 
ultimately, fatigue. A Six Day 
rider is expected to be more 
robot than mere man. Carl 
Cranke, who can out-robot 
almost anyone, takes care of his 
human self. Under his jacket, 
laden with ten pounds of tools, 
Carl wears a J.C. Pennys’ T-shirt 
with a Willett Designs transer 
($1.50). The T-shirt retains 
perspiration for evaporative 
cooling in the heat and insulates 
in the cold. Even super-human 
hands cannot take six days and 
a thousand-plus miles of 
pouding without blistering. Hi 
Point's Hand Job blister- 
preventative wrap ($3.95) has 
easy-to-apply adhesive-backed 
mole skin and Tincture of 
Benzoin liquid to assure 
adhesion. It comes in a ten- pack. 

The Super Magnum Helmet is 

painted specially by Bell for the 
U.S.A. Six Day riders only. The 
Super Magnum offers a measure 
of ventilation and light weight. 
The Simon Says Yes Spoiler 
visor is a duck-bill-type and 
louvered to present a reduced 
wind drag at high speeds 
($3.95). Hi Point Six Day 
glasses by Baruffaldi ($2.95) are 
a must'in fog, mist or rain. They 
will not fog-up like goggles, have 
quick replacement lenses and 
three lens tints are available. 
The J.C. Penny bandana (0.69) 
protects the face from frost bite 
and shields it from the sting of 
rain drops and sand. Optional 
clothing for Carl are the J.C. 
Penny Towncraft shorts. Hi 
Point Motocross Socks ($4.95) 
are put on over athletic 
stockings for insulating comfort 
and moisture absorbsion. The Hi 
Point socks are 65% wool/35% 
nylon, 25 inches high and 
include a padded heel and toe. 
Before fully dressing Cranke 
wraps his hair in a pony tail-type 
bunch and ties it together with a 
rubber band. 
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[rene pants and Barbour- 
type jackets will fend off the 
moisture but they won't keep 
out the cold. When the 
temperature falls nothing is 
better for retention of body heat 
than long johns. Sears long john 
pants ($8.99) and shirt ($8.99) 
are soft cotton with waist and 
wrist bands to keep them from 
crawling up. The waffle-style 
weave offers excellent insulation 
and the johns don't stick to 
lined pants or jackets. Dry or 
rocky terrain require eye and 
face protection as provinced by 
the Scott goggle and polaroid 
lens ($16.96). Foam is used for 
backing and to filter the large 
ventilation slots. The wide 
elastic band adjusts to any 
helmet size. Cranke uses the 
Scott snap-on face quard 
because it is light, not visually 
distracting and gives full mouth 
and cheek coverage. ($7.95) 
Breathing slots are foam lined 
and can be removed. 

Carl prefers the lightweight 
Malcolm Smith Enduro Jacket 
($51.95) to the bulkier waxed- 
cotton Barbour coats. Smith’s 
jacket is all nylon and coated 
with a water repellant. Nylon 
lining, four front pockets (Carl’s 
upper two pockets are 
removed), two way zipper and 
velcro flaps allow Cranke to 
carry a lot of tools and open or 
close the jacket while riding. 
The Hi Point enduro pants are a 
nylon/leather composite with 
cowhide on the inner legs and 
seat ($89.95). The hips are 
padded and the knee/shin area 
is protected with a removeable 
plastic guard. Lower water flaps 
cover the Hi Point ISDT boots 
($75.95) to prevent water from 
running in through the boot 
tops. One-piece construction of 
the leather boots keeps them 
water-proof. Cleated soles give 
needed traction when pushing. 
Since the Hi Point boots come 
with a metal shin-plate Carl 
removes the plastic guard in the 
pants to prevent pinching and 
crowding discomfort. The metal 
arch-support plate keeps his feet 
from fatiguing during lengthy 
spells of riding standing up. 








TRAIL: California Desert Fox of Team Cycle 


Oz man’s sole domain, » 
trail riding and dirt racing I 
have become activities now 
shared by the fairer sex. But 
while women ride the same 
bikes and trail as men, their 
problems in outfitting 
themselves for the game are 
different. For example, a snug 
fitting full-cup brassiere such as 
our Desert Fox's J.C. Penney 
bra ($6.00) is a must—for 
obvious reasons. Some women, 
especially those with large busts, 
will find that a bathing suit top 
offers more support. J.C. 
Penney’s panties ($1.00) keep 
her buttocks from chafing and 
allow free movement inside the 
leathers. Lynn Wilson Motocross 
socks ($4.95) are tube-type 
stockings and fit any foot size. 
They are 100% nylon mesh, 
spongey enough for good 
breathing. Riders with very small 
feet can make boots fit more 
comfortably with athletic socks 
beneath the motocross high tops. 

Jim Davis Ladies Chest & 
Shoulder pads give ($21.95) 
women racers needed 
protection. The bust caps 
eliminate painful chest injury 
from flying stones and falls. The 
bust and shoulder caps are 
made of rigid polyethylene 
plastic and the remainder of the 
pads is made of a thick, flexible 
composition. Davis's pads are 
far less cumbersome than they 
appear and weigh only 18 
ounces. The Lynn Wilson 
Motocross jersey is ($14.95) 
designed to fit over shoulder 
pads. Material is 100% nylon 
perforated mesh for tear 
resistance and venting. 

The Bell Super Magnum 
helmet is light weight and lined 
with felt-like foam covering. 
Scott goggles ($12.95) fit over 
most facial contours 
comfortably. Over-glasses 
Scott’s are available ($16.95) for 
riders who must wear 
eyeglasses. The Simon Says Yes 
helmet visor ($3.95) is a long 
duck-bill-type sun shade. It has 
three adjustable snaps for 
universal fitting and is louvered 
to minimize wind lift. The 
Spoiler is semi-translucent and 
comes in numerous colors. 


56 








OCTOBER 1976 


reservation of outdoor beauty 
P: no better served than 

by protecting our fairskinned 
Desert Fox. Foot protection is 
afforded with Norstar boots 
($79.95). They are made in Italy 
by Munari and come in men’s 
sizes four through 13. All 
leather construction, steel arch 
support plate, metal toe caps, 
padded shin cover and roller- 
type buckles are featured. Their 
internal bracing gives rigid lower 
leg protection and the elastic 
calf bands keep water and sand 
from oozing in through the boot 
tops. The red, white and blue 
colors are standard and their 
stiff construction demand a 
lengthy break-in period. The : 
Lynn Wilson bi-centennial jersey 
($12.95) is designed for use 
with or without shoulder pads. 
This jumper is made of 100% 
porous nylon and comes with 
the U.S. flag logo as shown. 
Most popular motorcycle brand 
names are available. The jersey 
includes elastic-like sleeves and 
collar. Health Knit cotton long 
johns (approx. $10.00) in 
popular pink are invaluable on 
those long winter-day rides. The 
two-piece suit gives necessary 
insulation and provides 
additional comfort beneath 
coarse materials. Lynn Wilson's 
kidney belt, made by Bill 
Walters, reduces the jiggle and 
shock to our Desert Fox’s 
midriff. Ladies kidney belts, 
sizes 28 to 40, come with 
Carduck #7 canvas and velcro- 
covered elastic bands. 

Bill Walters nylon and 
cowhide leather pants ($79.95) 
give our trail rider excellent 
protection in a lightweight 
package. Water repellant 420 
Denure nylon is supplemented 
with leather and is double 
stitched for strength. Removable 
knee pads are leather covered, 
as are the seat, innner legs and 
side striping. The sewn-on 
buckle and front zipper allow for 
exact fitting. These pants are 
machine washable and have an 
interior lining. Hatch motocross 
gloves ($10.95) have a single- 
layer leather palm, nylon 
backing and rubber brush 
guards. Inside-out construction 
places the leather’s rough 
surface against the palm. © 
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SUPERBOWL ....... Continued from page 48 


that much, but | don't have to take any 
chances. | can do it. But you know, when 
you got a championship lying on the line, 
and then a bad knee, if you break down 
one moto, you're not going to be able to 
go out and win the next moto. We haven't 
set the bike up to be as fast as we could. 
We want to play it safe." 

When the starting gate drops, Weinert 
is ninth in the mad dash for the first turn. 
By the third lap, he is sixth. 

Kent Howerton, the man who is just 15 
points behind Weinert for the series 
championship, runs second until the third 
lap, and then crashes right in front of 
several riders. One of the racers scram- 
bling to avoid Howerton and his bike is 
Jimmy Weinert. 

"| didn't mean to hit him," Weinert 
would say after the finish. "There was 
nowhere to go. | wasn't going to go over 
the berm. | think | took care of Howerton.” 

With Howerton out with a shoulder in- 
jury, Weinert's chances for winning the 
series look good. Weinert races back- 
and-forth with Brad Lackey in a battle for 
fourth. Jimmy Ellis leads, with Pierre Kars- 
makers second, and Weinert’s team mate, 
Semics, third. Semics has come from 
behind to pass Weinert. 

Weinert and Lackey provide some of 
the night’s best racing. The crowd of 
70,000 cheers loudest when they collide 
and fall over in a muddy turn. Luckily, 
Weinert falls on his left side, and gets up 
immediately. Lackey’s bike won't restart. 

Weinert finishes the first of three motos 
fourth, and comes into the pits steaming 
with rage. 

"What happened to the team?" yells 
Weinert at Tim Smith. “I need every point I 
can get so | won't have to ride the third 
moto. You think this knee is 100 percent? 
Why weren't you giving signals to Semics 
to move over? | already twisted my knee 
once. If | was OK, | wouldn't care. What if | 
lose the series—l could have gone into the 
second moto with a 29-point advantage." 

Under the scoring system, a moto win is 
worth 25 points. After the first moto, with 
Howerton eliminated, the closest rider to 
Weinert's points lead is Pierre Kars- 
makers, who finished second in the moto. 
With 50 points to be decided in the follow- 
ing motos, Karsmakers trails by 27 points. 

Johnson works furiously on Weinert's 
bike. In the crash with Lackey, the rear 
mounting boss of Weinert's chain guard 
had broken. Without enough time be- 
tween motos to change the swing arm, 
Johnson does the best he can by using 
plastic tie-wraps to support the rear por- 
tion of the aluminum chain guard. 

Weinert lies in his lawn chair—outside 
the pyramid—and closes his eyes. Tim 
Smith talks about "team racing." 

"We had two goals. First, to win the 
Super Series. Second, to win the Super- 
bowl if possible. Ideally, Weinert could do 
both. The only real instruction that the 
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riders had was that if Jimmy was behind 
them, to let him go—not to race with him. 

"But in the first moto, Semics was third, 
in good shape to win overall. With Hower- 
ton out, Weinert was still in a good posi- 
tion to win the series, in fourth. Even if 
Pierre wins the next two motos, all 
Weinert has to do is finish ninth in both to 
win the series by one point. The chances 
are good that we'll win both the series and 
the Superbowl, so | didn't signal Semics to 
slow down." 

Weinert is third at the start of the sec- 
ond moto, behind Ellis and DiStefano. 
Lackey moves up on Weinert as Di- 
Stefano closes on Ellis. A few laps later, 
Lackey flies past Weinert and pulls away. 
Karsmakers, with course marker pen- 
nants tangled in his bike's real wheel, 
catches Weinert, pushing him right back 
up to Lackey in a terrific dice. Each rider 
tries to get the advantage, with Pierre 
sticking in a wheel here and there, 
Weinert trying to keep the door closed. 
Karsmakers passes Weinert. Weinert pas- 
ses Karsmakers. Finally, Karsmakers pas- 
ses Weinert for good. On the last lap, 
Steve Stackable also passes. Weinert 
finishes sixth. Semics is seventh. 

"All he has to do now is finish the last 
moto," says Tim Smith as he walks back 
to the pits. "All he needs is one point, even 
if Pierre wins the next one." 

Weinert is moody and subdued before 
the last moto. 

"How do you feel?" asks a reporter. 

Weinert shakes his head silently. 

"All you have to do is finish the next 
one, eh?" persists the newsman. 

Weinert nods his head, and closes his 
eyes. Moving his knee slightly, he moans. 

"He isn't as tired as he looks, all flaked 
out there," Smith tells the journalist. "He's 
just nervous." 

Johnson works on the bike, replacing a 
cracked rubber tube that connects the 
exhaust pipe and the muffler. 

"These stadium races are real bike- 
breakers," Johnson says. "They're the 
hardest on a bike. If anything's going to 
fall off, it'll fall off at a stadium race." 

The final call for the third moto goes out 
over the loudspeakers. Only one bike is 
moving toward the staging area. All 
around the pits, mechanics move in a blur 
of motion, trying to finish their work before 
it is too late. 

"They don't leave you any time at all 
between motos to work on your bike," 
complains one mechanic. "Especially 
with the support class running just 13- 
minute motos." 

"You look more subdued than you did 
this morning, Jammer," says another 
newsman. "What kind of changes are 
going on in your head?" 

"| can tell you what kind of changes are 
going on in my knee," answers Weinert. 
"You strap that brace on your knee and 
ride all day and see how it rubs on your 
bones and all that stuff. It’s driving me 
crazy. | try to put my knee in every possi- 


ble position, but it only stops hurting when 
| take off the brace. It’s like someone 
sticking you with a pin. I’m not my normal 
self. l've got to concentrate . . ." 

Weinert and Karsmakers are side-by- 
side over the first jump after the start of 
the third and final moto. By the second 
lap, Karsmakers has a small lead, and 
Weinert is third behind DiStefano. On the 
fourth lap, Weinert is fifth. Two laps later, 
he is tenth. A few more, and he's 12th. 

Weinert rides by the start area, where 
Steve Johnson holds a lap board for writ- 
ten signals. Weinert points at his engine. 
On the next lap, Johnson signals him over 
to the side of the track. 

"| think it’s seizing,” says Weinert. 

"Just putt around and finish," Johnson 
tells him. 

Weinert finishes 15th, and wins the 
series. DiStefano wins the last moto, with 
Ellis second and Karsmakers third. 

"| realize that last moto wasn't much of 
a race, but my knee wasn't in that good 
shape," Weinert tells the announcer dur- 
ing a post-race interview. "All | needed 
was one point." 

Johnson finds that the chain guide had 
broken completely loose. It had been car- 
ried between the sprocket and chain up 
and around until it lodged against the 
swing arm. Every time Weinert went off a 
jump with the power off, the engine 
stopped because of the drag. That's why 
Weinert thought the bike was seizing. 

On his way to the press tower for inter- 
views, Weinert is told that Semics missed 
the final moto. Lying outside the pits 
under a tree for some rest, Semics missed 
the start, thinking it was a support moto. 
Weinert laughs. “God punished him. 
We're even." 

In the press room, Weinert talks with a 
crowd of reporters. 

Asked about the knee, he says, “It 
started hurting during the last moto. | was 
afraid to put my foot down, so | just rode 
with it on the right peg all night. | went in 
there knowing | could win the series, but I 
knew | wasn't gonna win the race. | didn't 
have to take any chances. | just had to 
hang in there. Even if Howerton had been 
in there tonight, | could have won the 
series, no problem." 

Another reporter, another question. “I 
haven't raced in two months," says 
Weinert. "I'd like to see anybody else do 
that. You don't just jump into the Super- 
bowl. I'm not bragging, just fact." 

Back in the pits, most of the other riders 
and mechanics have gone. Weinert takes 
off his leathers and sits down in his chair, 
wearing only his tee-shirt, nylon briefs, 
and socks. Someone drapes a wind- 
breaker over his shoulders. Flanked by 
friends and relatives, Weinert looks as if 
he is holding court. 

"I'm King of the Indoors!” he proclaims. 
"| just wish my knee had been good." 

Then, turning to Johnson, Weinert asks 
"What about my pyramid, huh? It must 
have freaked some people out, right?" © 
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9 If you're ready to give up TV and smog for 
something more useful, dirt riding is a perfect 
choice. It's challenging, satisfying, more fun 
than Disneyland and puts welts on your body 
and lead in your pencil. Now that you're 
convinced, here's how to choose the right bike. 

By far the most important guideline is this: 
very carefully define the type of riding you 
intend to do. If you then choose a model from 
among those bikes which fulfill that definition, 
and no other, you will likely be happy regard- 
less of brand. A person who complains about 
the offroad handling of his Honda XL250 
four-stroke single, and never rides it on the 
highway, didn’t select the XL from an off-road- 
riding-only definition. The XL’s street consid- 
erations intrude on its dirt performance enough 
to give reason for complaining. He should have 
bought an MR250. A person seduced by the 
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performance of a ferocious motocrosser will 
also be unhappy if he usually goes riding with a 
pack of kids on minis. There wasn't enough 
discipline in his selection. If he had defined his 
riding goal as decent performance from a dirt- 
only machine that is still docile enough to lead 
the kids,” he would have bought an MR 
Honda, KD Kawasaki or 250 Montesa Enduro. 

Be honest with yourself and your abilities 
when defining your intended type of riding. If 


you'd like to ride an ISDT Qualifier, but know: 


you won't, don't let dreams rationalize a $1900 
Husky when you can be just as successful on 
local trails with a street/trail Yamaha. But allow 
a litle room for growing—you'l soon be a 
better rider, and therefore demanding more 
from your motorcycle. 

This article divides available dirt bikes into 
three categories: Street/Trail—the dual-pur- 


pose street-legal trail bikes often called “en- 
duros"; OffRoad—any non-street-legal dirt 
bike that is not a true motocrosser; and Racers. 
Also explained is the performance you can 
expect in each category for each displacement: 
100, 125, 175, 250 and big bore. With this 
information you should be able to narrow your 
choice to the proper category and displace- 
ment. Choosing the brand is pretty much left 
up to you. : 
In selecting a dirt bike the first decision must 
be whether or not you want to ride on pave- 
ment. If quick trips to the store on city streets 
are part of your usage definition, the bike will 
have to be licensed, and that eliminates every- 
thing but a genuine dual-purpose street/trail 
machine. More and more states are comput- 
erizing their license bureaus, so it is increasingly 
difficult to sneak a Penton, Husky or MR 
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How to choose a dirt bike that will be right for you 








Honda past an unknowing clerk. Even if you 
manage to register a non-street-legal bike, law 
enforcement is cracking down on their street 
use, license or no. So forget the Off-Road or 
Racer category if you want to ride on the street. 

Realize the following differences between 
Street/Trail and Off-Road bikes: Street/Trail 
engines are usually fine for dirt, though most 
Off-Road bikes wil have about 20 percent 
more peak power. Handling is where the huge 
differences lay—an Off-Road bike is at least 50 
percent better because of long-travel suspen- 
sion, less weight, knobby tires, etc. Also, they 
aren't hampered by street considerations. In 
short, an Off-Road bike makes a better dirt bike 
than a Street/Trail bike. 

Choosing from this category is tricky, how- 
ever, because of tremendous performance vari- 
ations among the Off-Road bikes. A KD175 
Kawasaki is a long way from a 175 Hercules in 
what it will do, and price. Some Off-Road bikes, 
such as the KD series from Kawasaki, are 
merely stripped down street/trail models with 
knobby tires. Others, including Cross Country 
Pentons, Hercules GSs, Carabela Marquesas 
and Bultaco Fronteras, are true enduro/ISDT- 
type machines with peaky powerbands aimed 
at competition. Somewhere in between are the 
MR Hondas, Ossas and the Montesa 250, 
which have token lights and torquey power- 
bands. Study carefully (and consult a friend 
who knows about dirt bikes) before making a 
final selection from this group. 

Choosing between the Off-Road and Racer 
categories is easy. If you want to compete in 
motocross or desert, or if you playride at higher 
speeds, pick a Racer. 

Here's what you can expect from the various 
displacements in the Street/Trail, Off-Road 
and Racer categories: 
100cc Street/Trail— On the street a 100 is 
best suited for local errands or high-school 
commuting. The rider must plan his moves in 
advance and keep the engine and transmission 
busy. Forty-five mph cruising and 55-mph top 
end. Not recommended for open highways, 
two-up riding or roads with uphills. In the dirt 
most of us learned on 50s and 80s, so today’s 
kids have it made with 100s. Definitely for small 
people and not effective in deep sand or mud. 
Most hills are climbable— slowly and with much 
clutch slipping. Price: $500-900. 
125cc Street/Trail—Street: at their safest in 
traffic, though capable of flowing with highway 
pattems on level roads. Acceleration still isn’t 
available without downshifting, and passengers 
should stay home. Still pretty small for big 
people, though much less cramped than a 100. 
Comfortable cruising at 52 mph. Noticeably 
more powerful in the dirt, but will face situations 
where there simply isn’t enough power. Han- 
dling is good because they're so light. Kids 
won't grow out of them in a few months. Price: 
$800-1200. 
175cc Street/ Trail— First displacement where 
the bikes fit big people and are sometimes 
freeway legal. Can cover 200 miles a day on 
pavement if necessary. Passengers OK in town, 
but not on highways. In dirt the motors are big 
enough to go just about anywhere, and you 


(Continued on page 73) 
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100 STREET/TRAIL 


Hodaka Road Toad 
Honda CT90 

Honda XL100 

Kawasaki KE100 Trail 
Kawasaki KV100 Woods 
Suzuki TS-100 Honcho 
Suzuki TC-100 Blazer 
Yamaha DT100C 


125 STREET/TRAIL 


Can-Am 125 TNT Enduro 
Harley-Davidson SXT-125 
Honda XL125 

Honda MT125 

Kawasaki KE125 

Suzuki TS-125 Duster 
Suzuki TC-125 Prospector 
Yamaha DT125C 


175 STREET/TRAIL 


Can-Am 175 TNT Enduro 
Harley-Davidson SX-175 
Honda XL175 

Kawasaki KE175 

Suzuki TS-185 Sierra 
Suzuki TC-185 Ranger 
Yamaha DT175C 
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250 STREET/TRAIL 


Can-Am 250 TNT Enduro 
Harley-Davidson SX-250 
Honda XL250 

Honda MT250 

Montesa King Scorpion 
Suzuki TS-250 Savage 
Yamaha DT250C 


BIG-BORE 
STREET/TRAIL 


Bultaco 350 Matador 
Honda XL350 

Suzuki TS-400 Apache 
Yamaha DT400C 
Yamaha XT500C 








WHAT TORIDE ..... Continued from page 64 
can actually feel some acceleration. Price: 
$800-1350. 

250cc Street/Trail—Not bad on pavement 
though the two-strokes weren't built for long 
hauls above 60 mph. Agile handling and 
enough power to zip between traffic. No pas- 
sengers on mountain roads. Here's the most 
popular size for dirt, probably because there's 
enough horsepower to spin the rear wheel and 
slide. Gutsy enough to crawl up a mountain 
slowly instead of charge-and-hang-on. Han- 
dling begins to deteriorate with the added 
power and weight. Price: $1100-1600. 
Big-Bore Street/Trail—These bikes, ranging 
in size from 251 to 500cc, can usually outgun 
normal traffic up to 65 mph and cover 300 
miles in a long, rather uncomfortable day. All 
vibrate on the street, but all can handle pas- 
sengers in any pavement situation. Off-road the 
big-bores have big handling problems (es- 
pecially at speed) due to their weight and trials 
tires. The engines are brilliant, full of torque 
and forgiving. They're the only way to haul 
passengers off-road. Price: $1200-1400. 
100cc Off-Road—There are only three, two 
Carabelas and a Hodaka. We have never 
ridden a Carabela, but the Hodaka is just fine. 
In fact the Squirt is the very first "Off-Road" 
bike ever conceived. A major first for Pabatco. 
The Carabelas are serious, the DS is just for 
fun. Price: $530-900. 

125cc Off-Road—The Carabelas and Her- 


cules are genuine Six-Day mounts capable of 


everything a 125 can deliver. A lighter rider can 
take these bikes anywhere a 400 goes; just let 
the engine spin. Terrific handling because of 
light weight. The Kawasaki is strictly a funbike 
and the Montesa is best at trials and gnarly 
cowpaths. Price: $930-1340. 

175cc Off-Road— ^n increasingly popular 
class because the bikes handle so well and still 
produce enough horsepower to accelerate up 
most hills. Larger people don't feel crowded. 
Good 175s have over 20 hp and will keep a 
200-pound rider on Gold Medal time. Light 
weight, simple maintenance. A neat class. 
Price: $800-1600. 

250cc Off-Road—The Bultaco Alpina and 
Montesa T are basically trials/funbikes, but the 
rest are serious trail machines. Their power 
makes a novice wince and an expert grin. One- 
twenty-five and 175 peakiness is gone because 
there's always enough low end to keep slug- 
ging, if not actually accelerating. Larger people 
who are new riders shouldn't consider anything 
smaller. Passengers are OK. The 250s are 
expensive, and their suspension components 
are good—to the great benefit of handling. If 
you can't make it on a 250, you can't make it. 
Price: $1000-1800. 

Big-Bore Off-Road—Here are some of the 
hardest, and easiest, dirt bikes to ride. A big 
KTM or Bultaco Frontera has terrifying power 
that only an ISDT champion can exploit fully. 
Yet the automatic transmission Rokon is a 
novice’s godsend. All of these bikes (except the 
Alpina) have awesome horsepower and plenty 
of low-end torque. Amazing engine flexibility. 
Weight, and their extreme acceleration, make 
them feel and handle like the big bikes they are. 
No need for a novice to start here unless he will 
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100 OFF-ROAD 


‘Carabela 100 Rally Enduro 


Carabela 100 Marquesa Enduro 
Hodaka Dirt Squirt 


125 OFF-ROAD 

Carabela 125 Rally Enduro 
Carabela 125 Marquesa Enduro 
Hercules 125 Enduro 

Kawasaki KD125 

Montesa 123T 


175 OFF-ROAD 


Can-Am 175 TNT O/R 
Carabela 175 Rally Enduro 
Carabela 175 Marquesa Enduro 
Carabela 200 Carrera Enduro 
Hercules 175 Enduro 

Honda MR175 

Kawasaki KD175 

KTM 175 Six Day Enduro 

Ossa 175 Pioneer 


250 OFF-ROAD 
Bultaco 250 Frontera 
Bultaco 250 Alpina 
Carabela 250 Centauro Enduro 
CZ 250 Desert Special 
Honda MR250 

KTM 250 Six Day Enduro 
Montesa 250 Enduro 
Montesa 247T 

Ossa 250 Pioneer 

Ossa 250 Desert Phantom 


BIG-BORE OFF-ROAD 
Bultaco 370 Frontera 

Bultaco 350 Alpina 

Carabela 400 Centauro Enduro 


. KTM Six Day Enduro 


Rokon RT-340 I 
Rokon RT-340 II 
Yamaha IT400C 








100 RACERS 

Carabela 100 Marquesa MX 
Hodaka Super Rat 

Suzuki RM-100 

Yamaha YZ100C 


125 RACERS 

Bultaco 125 Pursang 
Can-Am 125 MX-2 
Carabela 125 Motocross 
Hercules 125 Motocross 
Hodaka 125 Combat 
Hodaka 125 Super Combat 
Honda CR125M 

Husqvarna 125 CR Motocross 
Kawasaki KX125 

KTM 125 GP Motocross 
Maico 125 Motocross 
Montesa 125 VA Motocross 
Penton 125 Cross Country 
Penton 125 Motocross 
Suzuki RM-125 

Yamaha MX125C 

Yamaha YZ125C 


175 RACERS 

Bultaco 200 Pursang 
Can-Am 175 MX-2 
Carabela 175 Marquesa MX 
Carabela Carrera MX 
Hercules 175 Motocross 
Husqvarna 175 CC 

Penton 175 Cross Country 
Penton 175 Motocross 
Yamaha YZ175C 


250 RACERS 

Bultaco 250 Pursang 
Bultaco 250 Astro 

Can-Am 250 MX-2 
Carabela 250 Centauro MX 
CZ 250 GPM 

Greeves 250 Desert 
Greeves 250 Griffon MX 
Hodaka 250 

Honda CR250M 

Husqvarna 250 WR Cross Country 
Husqvarna 250 CR Motocross 
Kawasaki KX250 

KTM 250 GP Motocross 
Maico 250 AW Motocross 
Montesa 250 VA Motocross 
Ossa 250 GP Phantom 
Penton 250 Cross Country 
Penton 250 Motocross 
Suzuki RM-250 

Yamaha YZ250C 


BIG-BORE RACERS 
Bultaco 370 Pursang 

Bultaco 360 Astro 

Carabela 400 Centauro MX 
CZ 400 GPM 

Greeves 380 Desert 

Greeves 380 Griffon MX 
Husqvarna 360 WR Cross Country 
Husqvarna 360 CR Motocross 
Husqvarna 360 Automatic 
Kawasaki KX400 

KTM 400 GP Motocross 
Maico 400 AW Motocross 
Maico 450 AW Motocross 
Montesa 360 VA Motocross 
Penton 400 Cross Country 
Penton 400 Motocross 

Rokon MX-340 II 

Suzuki RM-370 

Yamaha YZ400C 
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be riding more often with a passenger than 
alone, and that's not likely. Gas guzzlers. Fast. 

Price: $1400-1900. 

100cc Racers—a season on 100s will give a 
youngster more of a chance of winning be- 

cause racing in the 125 class is so incredibly 
competitive, even on a local level, that a novice 

won't stand a chance. A year on a 100 will 

season a rider for 125s without being so easy 
that the transition becomes a major one. 

Hundreds today are genuine motocrossers 
with all the characteristics and sophistication of 
125s. A perfect training ground. A lot better for 
budgets. Price: $700-900. 

125cc Racers—Little League mothers have 

nothing on motocross mothers. Since Marty 
Smith popularized this class, the competition is 

super-fierce and the bikes boast technology a 

satellite would enw. There isn’t a loser among 

all 17 bikes above, although the class is domi- 

nated by Honda, Yamaha and Suzuki. Anyone 

weighing over 160 pounds won't be competi- 

tive on a 125. None are suitable as playbikes 

because of super peaky powerbands. Most will 

convert from motocross to desert/cross-coun- 

try competition. Plan on very careful routine 

maintenance after every race, and plan on 

being as serious in this class as in the Open 

class. Price: $900-1650. 

175cc Racers—This class has yet to become 

popular nationwide, but it is hotly contested in 

both motocross and scrambles in many parts 

of America. Today’s 175s constitute ideal tran- 

sitions from wide-open shift-a-million 125s to 

big bikes. They have enough midrange power 

to drive through a tum without shifting, yet they 

don’t have the big-bike disadvantages of size, 

wheelspin and body-rending speed. All are fine 

handlers. The Husky and Penton Cross Coun- 

try beg for lights and a mountain trail and the 

200 Bultaco is an odd size, but the rest are pure 

moto-racers. Price: $1000-1700. 

250cc Racers—The toughest class in GP com- 
petition is also the most popular in America. 

You can steer by sliding the rear end nearly at 
will. Starting-line technique isn’t as critical as in 
lower displacements. Rider size is not signif- 
icant up to 200 pounds. There’s enough accel- 
eration to pass a rider who has bobbled slightly. 

Most 250s make good desert racers and satis- 
factory playbikes, although exhaust noise is 
generally loud and bothersome. The Bultaco 
Astro is strictly for oval-track racing and the 
Hodaka is strictly a playbike (without any light- 
ing it doesn’t qualify for the Off-Road category; 
same with the Penton Cross Country, except 
it’s got Six Day performance). A lap on a 250 
will make you respectful. Price: $1200-1800. 
Big-Bore Racers—You can't get any more 
serious in motocross than these. A novice 
who’s ridden one will talk about the experience 
for days—if he’s still alive. There’s never a lack 
of either hp or torque and always a shortage of 
traction without exact throttle control. Big-bore 
motocrossers dominate the Baja, Mint and 
desert events and make incredible playbikes 
because of their tremendous pulling power. 
Even a novice can playride one, but for real 
racing they're for experts only. It’s probable 
that motorcycling’s biggest thrill is a fast ride on 
a big-bore motocrosser. How can you pass it 
up? Price: $1500-1900. e 
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WHAT TO BRING 


Use a truck or similar vehicle to carry the equipment listed below. 
What to bring on your body is shown on the next page 
st 3 - ee en CD EE Dno PARTIM: S 
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Tool box Chain lube 

Gasoline — Funnel ner 

First Aid kit Duct tape — park plug cleaner 

Food . Bungee cords nterstand for bike 

Shop rags Goggle lenses Service manual for bike 

Ramp Innertubes Spare parts for bike — 

Oil -Sleeping bag Tarpaulin for working on bike _ 
Riding gear Pillov Tow chain for truck — s 
Tie downs Ground cover Lawn chairs ; 

Water Big flashlight Girlfriend - 
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WHAT 
TO BRING 


Vaseline 
Baby Powder 
Epoxy kit 
Beef jerky 
Spare nuts and bolts 
Spare carburetor jets 
Hose clamps 
Nywraps 
Spare cables 
Spare shift lever 
Tire patch kit 
Tire irons 
Coat hanger wire 
Vise grips 
Basic tools 
Pen 
3 x 5 cards 
To send or leave 
messages 
Metal mirror 
To flash cars 
or airplanes 
when lost 
Baby bottle 
To measure oil 
on premix bikes 
Medi scrubber 
A sponge impregnated 
with antiseptic to 
clean scrapes. Sealed 
and sterile from 
most drugstores. 
Medical information 
Blood type, your 
doctor's name, etc. 
Mother's Milk 
A flask of Hiram 
Walker Apricot 
Brandy. Accept no 
substitutes. 
Canteen 
Swiss knife 
Tow rope 
Shop rags 
Duct tape 
Innertube rubber bands 
Toilet tissue 
Chapstick 
Band Aids 
Snake bite kit 
Money 
Identification 
Bike registration 
Key to your truck 
Master link 
Chain repair kit 
Spark plug 
Safety wire 
Gas line 
Bungee cord 
Matches 
Wristwatch 
Mini flashlight 
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o »* They get iton. And on. And on. 

















GT280 Street / Highway: The GT380 
is an exceptional long distance 
Touring machine with-an ultra 
smooth engine, excellent acceler- 
ation, suspension that's 

unmatched. And it's 
comfortable. 
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GT550 Sports / Touring: ..."the un- 
challenged winner” in Cycle Magazine's 
... (Aug. 76) Middleweight Comparison test... 
— has.. the best engine" .."is the most 
E ape ine eed to manage around 19A 
Ee - | 
1own"."In head to head flat-out charges... a (A 


_ the fastest bike" The middleweight champ. | ; N M 
EXE GE 7 Ty WR V 
£ pag 
i E c 


(6 Electric start 
A Digital gear indicatd 








So Se RICE | 






a bs means 


oS 
S| 

N E d if 

- r 












6T750. Street/Highway Touring: A fast; OE Heche 
incredibl SnO ndino, big a comfort, A VAZ : Digital gear indc 
long distance motorcycle, With a race- SS —À—3à 5 Speed trans 
proven, liquid cooled engine that results i 
in less heat distortion, less noise. - 
The king of Suzuki's 2- stroke 

hi- performance bikes. 
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When you're leisurely cruising, and some 
hot- shot slides up next to you revving his 
engine, you know what he wants. That's 
when you want to get comfortable in the 
saddle, downshift jam that throttle forward, 
hit 6 grand, pop the clutch, and show him 
your tail. With à Suzuki GT you've got it 
made. Whether you're just enjoying the 
scenery. Or picking off a challenge. 
N 
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RAM AiR: Aluminum 3S NAA 
shroud forces air 
over cylinders.Closer 
piston to cylinder 
wall clearance. 


(Standard on GT380 
and GT550) 


1 


CCl: Suzuki exclusive: One line automatically lubricates 
cylinder. Second line lubricates crankshaft main bear- 
ing, crank bearing. (Standard on all Suzuki GTs) 








= Constant velocity carbs- Vacuum 
A rw controlled, Wu cUm when 
fcd WEA 3 _Snapped open, 
A (&— — nohesiation. 
: Ape 


Pressurized 
liquid cooling : 
System. Aluminum 
radiator. Coolant 
pumped thru engine 
block over cylinder 
heads-uniform cooling. 











GT500: Commuter /Touring: One of 
the ten best buys in motorcycling 
according to Cycle's 1976 Buyers 
Guide. A bull for strength and 
reliability that goes and 
goes and goes. 
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G1250: Sport/Street: The Little Bull. 
Strong. Dependable. Fast Witha — 
muffler design that gives excellent 
exhaust breathing and noise 
control. You might say it's 

the strong silent type. 





YP Primary kick 
x cam 6 Speed trans, 
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GTI85: Street/Commuter: ..-li's a 
Sweetheart...the class of its class” 
Cycle Magazine. Exceptionally 
smooth with a suspension that 
offers big bike comfort and 

handling. Its Tough. Quiet 
And quick! 
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FORGET YOUR TROUBLES. GET ON SUZUKI ®©. 


CIRCLE NO. 82 ON READER SERVICE PAGE. 
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Winners New And Old 


Swedish Winner, New World Champ: 
Old England's young superstar, Barry 
Sheene bagged the 500cc World Cham- 
pionship by winning the Swedish Grand 
Prix. Sheene again did a tough-it-out per- 
formance to win. In practice he fell off his 
works Suzuki RG500 and sustained a 
head concussion. But for the race 
Sheene was fit enough to win. 

Fans of the 500cc world-title racing 
may have seen the last of Sheene this 
year. Apparently he intends to sit out the 
last four grands prix; the organizers are 
paying peanuts and there's no good busi- 
ness reason for riding. 





XN 


But there are some good medical rea- 
sons for Sheene to take a holiday. He has 
raced all season long with a steel pin 
inserted down his broken left thigh bone, 
a reminder of his 1975 Daytona get-off at 
170mph. Had any fall this year damaged 
that leg and bent the pin, amputation 
would have been the only medical re- 
course. When the pin comes out later, it 
will again be possible for Sheene to break 
his left leg "safely." 

The new World Champion mends 
quickly. At 25 he has already broken 
(starting from the top) both collarbones, 
nine ribs, seven vertebrae (compression 
fractures), one forearm, both wrists (right 
one once, left thrice), two fingers, left leg, 
right leg, right ankle twice and left ankle 
four times. 

Of such fractures can World Cham- 
pions be made. 
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Wings: Would you pay $20 just to meet 
a man who helped design the bike you 
love? The 105 North American members 
of the Vincent Owners Club did just that in 
order to fly in Phil Irving from Melbourne, 
Australia for the Vincent rally in Catlin 
Hollow, Penn. Irving—the author of Tun- 
ing for Speed—was the chief designer of 
Vincent V-twins during the 1930s and 
1940s. Irving had too much talent to grow 
old with the British motorcycle industry; 
he turned to other projects; one of the 
most impressive was the (Australian) 
Repco three-litre V-8 built for Brabham 
Formula | cars in 1965/66. 

Witty, articulate and opinionated at 73, 
Irving alienated some keepers of the Vin- 
cent flame by insisting that the big ma- 
chines, last made in 1955, should be 
considered as products of their time 
rather than devices to be "improved" with 
modern materials and technology. He 
made friends at the rally though: when 
was the last time the man who designed 
your bike rolled up his sleeves to get it 
running again? 


Mopeds: Threat or Menace, Part Il. 
Photographed at a local supermarket lot, 
Chester VanZile of Butler, New Jersey 
was on a shopping errand. Mr. VanZile 
owns two mopeds, though he tipped one 
over recently. The moped survived with- 
out breaking its rear-view "looking glass," 
and the rider proved nearly as durable. 
Alluding to the cause of his mopedry- 
mishap, Mr. VanZile opined that "the only 
problem with 'em is trying to keep up with 
the cars." Gas it up harder, Chester. 





Salute! One highlight of Daytona 1976 
was Harley-Davidson's "Salute to Amer- 
ican Motorcycling" which featured an en- 
tire string of significant Harley-Davidson 
motorcycles dating from 19-aught-three 
to the present. Then in July Harley-David- 
son pesented a West Coast version of the 
Daytona show. Held in conjunction with 
the Superbowl of Motocross, the as- 
semblage included the finest collection of 
classic Harley-Davidsons on the Pacific, 
together with racing bikes, customs, spe- 
cials and the entire 1977 model line of 
Harley-Davidsons. 





Unlike the Daytona show, almost all the 
classics belonged to private collectors, 
but like Daytona the vintage hardware 
topped the show. Editors and publishers 
of various moto-biz publications were in- 
vited to judge bikes in several specific 
categories. The show's sensation was a 
1920 Sport, owned and restored by Del- 
ton J. DuCheme of Maywood, California. 

(Continued on page 89) 
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Harley-Davidsons new Cafe Racer 
couldn't have been built by a committee. 
There's no compromise. 


Only one man could have built the Cafe Racer. 
Willie G.If he wore a suit, he'd be William G. Davidson. 
But he doesn't. So he’s Willie G., the man who designed 
the Super Glide, and now, the all-new, 1977 XLCR 
Cafe Racer. 

“JI wanted to build the ultimate, no compromise 
bike. So I built it first, then presented it. Before the 
presentation, I said to myself, “If they like it, we're 
going to build it. If they don't, I'll keep it for myself.” 

"They liked it. 


= 


No wonder. A street legal Cafe Racer in black 
on black, Willie G’s creation may be the ultimate 
customizing Job: 

He took the engine from the powerful 1977 
Sportster. Sculpted the seat and rear end to resemble 
the famous XR-750 racer. Added a specially-designed 
gas tank. Put on a unique Siamese exhaust system 
with all black pipes. 

Those pipes, coupled with the Sportster engine, 
make the Cafe Racer the most powerful production 
cycle Harley-Davidson has ever built. 

Possessed with an ability to compete with the 








best of Etpe Cafe Racers, 


You'll find dual front discs ma sche 
E a disc brake i in the rear. A pow 











WE DON T WANT OTHER PEOPLES PARTS 
IN OUR MOTORCYCLES. 


(A Less Than Tolerant Viewpoint From Harley-Davidson.) 


Harley-Davidson motorcycles 
are expected to be classics. 

Naturally, with that kind 
7 of pressure from within, we've 
4 become somewhat exacting 
and inflexible. 

For example, the piston to 
cylinder wall fit on a Harley- 
Davidson FX-1200 motorcycle 
is between .001 and .002 of an 
inch. That's V5 the thickness 
of a human hair! 

So you can see why we 
come unglued when instead of 
seeing your authorized Harley- 
Davidson dealer and using 
only genuine Harley-Davidson 
replacement parts, you put in 


S [HARLEAVDSEN] 
ES (LE > somebody else’s heads, valves, 
5 pistons, cables, and even oil 


This should be a polite and oil filters. 















message that attempts to per- Worse yet, when you don’t 
suade you to use only genuine use our parts, you don’t use 
Harley-Davidson parts. the one guy out there who we 
We don't feel all that polite trust to be Just as tenacious as 
about the subject, however. we are—your Harley-Davidson 


Our engineers and design- dealer. 
ers, quite frankly, lack tolerance. To you it's no big deal. s 
They seem to take greatjoyin To our guys, youre violat- T 
constantly reminding us that ing a basic law of physics. 


The Whole Equals the Sum of its Parts. 





AME 
Harley-Davidson 


CIRCLE NO. 58 ON READER SERVICE PAGE. 





BITS ss o Continued from page 85 


Cycle's Executive Editor and Old-Crock 
Buff, Phil Schilling participated and put 
the 1920 horizontally-opposed, long- 
itudinally-disposed twin-cylinder motorcy- 
cle at the absolute top of his list. 

Not all the judges were experts in the 
vintage field. According to Road Rider's 
Roger Hull, who tallied the ballots, two 
editors and one publisher thought the 
Sport was a single rather than a twin. 

Which all goes to prove that some 
judges knew what they liked even if they 
didn't know what it was. 


Full Dress: When Norton built their 
White Lightning Special, alias the John 
Player Norton 850 Special, the British 
thought they were creating a café racer, 
suitable for hanging about race-circuit 
parking lots. Little did they suspect that 
American colonists would use Nortons as 
prairie schooners. At a Pow-Wow in Ari- 





zona, Bill Warren photographed two per- 
formers from Mexico City at full plume, as 
it were, with his dresser Norton. Warren 
thought of his photograph as a way of 
celebrating the repeal of Arizona's man- 
datory helmet law. We think of the scene 
as a ritual of irony: ceremonial Indians 
with a ceremonial Norton. e 
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REMEMBER THE 


GOOD OLD DAYS? 


As the old timers tell it, there 
once was a time you could ride 
your bike to the race track, strap 
on some number plates, and race 
it. But, so they say, this is an age 
of super specialized racing ma- 
chinery, and such wondrous 
things don't happen anymore. 

We respectfully disagree. 
Since the introduction of the 
Kawasaki Z-1, Yoshimura Ka- 
wasakis have been a dominant 
force in production road racing 
across the nation. And while we 
do admit our racing engines are 
more temperamental than the 
stock units, they haven't lost 
their streetability. In fact, 1973's 
Laguna Seca winner was ridden 
to the track, raced, and ridden 
back to the shop. The good old 
days are back. Catalog $1.00. 





Yoshimura R&D 5517 Cleon Ave North Hollywood, Ca 91601 (213) 985-2331 


PLANNING TO 


MOVE? 


Let us know 8 weeks in advance so that you 
won't miss a single issue of CYCLE. 
Attach old label where indicated and print 
new address in space provided. Also include 
your mailing label whenever you write con- 
cerning your subscription. It helps us serve 
you promptly. 

Write to: P.O. Box 2776, Boulder, CO 80302, 

giving the following information: 

C Change address only [] Extend my subscription 


ENTER NEW SUBSCRIPTION 


O 1 year $7.98 C Payment enclosed 
Allow 30-60 days for (1 extra BONUS issue) 
delivery. O Bill me later 





_ THE RACER 1 HALF FAIRING 
Functional Styling For The Superbike. 
White or Black — $120.00 Complete. 


dick’s cycle west, inc. 


Name please ee ee 7 ( 


L (ae ee a a 
) Address 
n 
f Hy—————— 
| 
| 


NEW ADDRESS HERE 0472 


please print 
Address 


City 
State ——— ————— — — Zip —————— 
Additional postage Qe year. For Canada add S3. For 


countries outside U.S. and Canada, add $5— cash in US 
Currency only. 


cafe racer 
special equipment 


and 
high performance 
touring gear 


FAIRING 
FENDERS 

SEATS and TNNKS 
REAR SETS 
ONCE 
BARS/CLIP-ONS 
MIRRORS 
WHEELS 


SEND $2.00 FOR NEW CATALOG 


304 Agostino Road 
San Gabriel, Ca. 91776 
(213) 287-9656 








Rick Munyon leads Dane Leimbach at the Trask motocross test, but later crashed heavily while trying to win. 


€ HONDA IS DIPPING A TOE IN THE ISDT 
ocean. The move was inevitable because 
the market for Six-Day-type equipment 
Will be huge within two years and because 
off-road competition is presently the only 
area of motorcycling not dominated by 
the Japanese. Honda must have a series 
of true-enduro/Six-Day-type bikes to 
round out its line. As a start the factory 
authorized American Honda to develop 
this 125 for the 1976 U.S. Two-Day 
Qualifier series. 

The project was commanded by Bob 
Nickelsen, American Honda's Trials/En- 
duro Coordinator. The rider was Rick 
Munyon, a 19-year-old Southern Califor- 
nian who had been campaigning District 
37 enduros as a member of the Honda 
Enduro Team on an MR175. Several ma- 
jor changes to a CR125 motocrosser re- 
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sulted in the machine pictured here. 
Young Mr. Munyon rode hard in the 
Qualifiers and the bike placed fifth overall 
in the 125 class behind two Pentons and 
two Hercules GSs. In the motocross spe- 
cial test at Bad Rock, Oregon, Munyon 
even beat Dane Leimbach, the Penton 
rider who won the 125 class overall. 
Converting the pure-bred CR 
motocrosser was not easy, and not totally 
successful. Gearing was, and still is, a 
major problem. The stock CR six-speed 
close-ratio gearbox did not have a low- 
enough first gear for chugging through 
mud or a high-enough sixth speed for fast 
roads. After much gearbox testing, the CR 
box was replaced by a five-speed wide- 
ratio transmission from an MT125 be- 
cause its lower first gear was the only one 
able to handle slow terrain without exces- 





The quickly removable brake-stay retaining pin is 
connected to a wire on the frame so it won't get lost. 


sive clutch slipping. But the wider spaces 
between the MT's ratios left the pipey MX 
engine flat after shifting. To compensate 
the powerband was widened by fitting a 
1974 cylinder at the suggestion of Jon 
Rosenstiel, Marty Smith's tuner. Gearing 
is still not perfect because the Honda has 
only a 63 mph top end compared to 80 
mph for Penton and Hercules. This is 
primarily due to a loss of peak hp from 
widening the power range and less effec- 
tive individual ratios than the six-speed 

Penton and seven-speed Hercules. 
Other changes to the engine included 
an up-pipe built by Don Emler of the Flying 
Machine Factory. The pipe didn't bolt on: 
Ron Murakami, resident engineer and fix- 
all at Honda, had to completely refabri- 
cate the air box to make it clear the pipe. A 
Skyway silencer/spark arrester enabled 
CYCLE 
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Two flat tires kept it from a 
perfect record at the U.S. 
Two-Day Qualifying Series. 


Note stripe painted on rim to help locate the valve 
stem quickly and pop rivets holding Metzeler tire. 


the bike to pass all the qualifier sound 
tests. An MT125 flywheel magneto with 
lighting coil was switched to CDI for better 
performance, but that left the lights with 
no power supply. Honda clevérly bolted a 
dry cell battery to the frame and Munyon 
Switched-on the lights only when the tech 
inspectors asked him to. A Preston Petty 
headlight/numberplate was used in front 
and an MR175 fender /taillight in back. 
For more fuel range Honda fitted an 
MR175 tank, upon which sits a Hi Point 
tool pouch. The stock %-inch-pitch chain 
was replaced by a sturdier % chain now 
accessible at all points because the coun- 
tershaft cover is cut away. Other items 
that hasten trailside repair are T-handles 
on both axles, pop rivets to hold the tires 
instead of security bolts and valve stem 
locations marked with a bright red stripe 
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A folding brake lever is rarely damaged by rocks or 
branches. A rubber band helps the brake lever return. 


across the rim. Munyon didn't have the 
benefit of quick-change wheels, a feature 
necessary for the four-minute tire change. 
Flat tire problems lost him Gold Medals in 
two events. Next year's bike will have 
different hubs. 

Primarily because politics has infested 
team selection this year, Rick Munyon will 
not ride the Six-Day CR in Austria. But the 
bike still marks the first effort of a man- 
ufacturer which will someday build Gold 
Medal winning motorcycles—by the tens 
of thousands. © 


The Honda's Qualifier Record 


Fort Hood 10th in class Silver Medal (Flat tire) 
Cal City 9th in class Silver Medal (Flat tire) 
Olympia 2nd in class Gold Medal (No problems) 

Trask 4th in class Gold Medal (No problems) 

Bad Rock 2nd in class Gold Medal (No problems) 
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summer Lightning Hits 


Albuquerque 


Teenagers get to the heart of sport. 


At 14 Nadia Comaneci is the world's sweetheart. 
At 18 Jay Springsteen will stop your heart 


€ "| THINK HE'S THE EASIEST RIDER THAT I'VE 
ever tuned for," said Bill Werner of Flint- 
stone Flyer, second-year Expert, team 
Harley-Davidson teenage lightning bolt 
Jay Springsteen. "He can tell me exactly 
what's wrong or right. There's none of 
this, ‘It ain't right—fix it, when it ain't 
workin'. He says, 'The front end's too 
loose or it pushes, the back end's too 
loose, or it lays down in the mid-range.’ 
Boy, it sure makes it easier to fix when the 
rider can give that kind of information. 
There's no way he's had time to learn it at 
his age, but he just seems to know. | guess 
he was born with it." 

High words of praise, considering the 
Source. Springer and Werner had just 
picked off the Columbus half-mile; they 
were still enjoying the lingering aftertaste 
of that victory, Jay's first of the '76 season 
after a bunch of high finishes (including 
second to Rex Beauchamp at San Jose), 
when Whacko! they picked off the Albu- 
querque Mile, Springsteen becoming the 
first rider of the season to win more than 
one National and putting himself in good 
shape to win Camel's first-half con- 
tingency dough (which he didn’t—Gary 
Scott did). 

Albuquerque is on the schedule for the 
first time. Like so many other Mile and 
Half-Mile AMA races, the venue is the 
State Fairgrounds. Part of the deal with 
the Fairgrounds officials was that the 
track had to be returned to its original 
condition upon completion of the day's 
motorcycle racing, since New Mexico is 
horse country and the track was a horse 
track. So no calcium could be used—and 
a lot of dragging, packing and watering 
had to be done to keep the track in shape 
through the day. 

Practice and qualifying established two 
lines: a low line, which shaped up as a 
groove, and a high line, which remained a 
cushion. Gene Romero got his act to- 
gether best: he had qualifying's best line, 
best jetting, and best gearing, and he 
happened to be on the track when the 
track was making its transition from too 
wet to too dry, so he had fast qualifying 
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with his daring on the mile. 





time and went on to win the fastest heat. 
Ken Roberts finished ahead of Chuck 
Palmgren for second. In the second heat 
Springsteen got out in the cushion and 
stayed there, rattling the fence and spray- 
ing the bales all the way to the flag. 
Springer's route didn't work in the third 
heat, as Greg Sassaman found out. Be- 
tween the second and third heats only the 
straights were watered, and the line that 
Jay had used a half-hour earlier was 
hopeless for Greg, who quickly pulled 'er 
down to the pole and won. Heat four was 
for the most part a mano-à-mano con- 
frontation between Gary Scott and Corky 
Keener, between whom precious little 
love is lost anyway, and probably even 
less now since after a few titanic wheel-to- 
wheel laps Scott found himself sucked 
into the haybales and probably missed 
seeing his Harley abusing itself with head- 
high endos. Corky went on to win it. 
Guess who picked himself and his bike 
out of the weeds and finished? Scott. 
But Scott finished a lap down, which 
meant that he had to take his fancy num- 
ber plate and stick it into the Semis. While 
Mike Kidd and Darrell Hurst were transfer- 
ring from the first Semi, Scott and his 
people were massaging the aches and 
pains out of Gary's Harley. To good ad- 


vantage: Scott made it in the second, and 
Gary had a last-row starting position for 
the Main. 

Things got a bit tight when the National 
was due to go off. In the first place a lot of 
grooming was necessary. Then thun- 
derheads, which had been skirting town 
all afternoon, came closer, and the wind 
picked up. Test laps were run—the track 
was still too damp. Wait? Some, but not 
too much, or the wind would cook the 
track and it'd be dry and dusty, or the rain 
would come. Gotta run it. Another deci- 
sion: shorten the race, from 25 laps to 16. 
Right. Radio contact with the steward: it's 
ready. Run it. Now. 

Romero, with his fast-heat win, selected 
the outside of the front row, and when the 
green light went on Springsteen, Keener 
and Roberts headed for the cushion and 
proceeded to fling dirt the way an un- 
limited hydro throws water. Springer and 
Corky were at the front of the front after a 
couple of laps, and then Jay was at the 
front by himself, with Keener keeping and 
eye on him and Roberts keeping an eye 
on Keener. Jay kept on keepin' on, flip- 
ping his Harley precariously close to 
those six-by-six rough-hewn posts like 
they weren't there, and won it good. 

"Real early he looked back to see 
where | was," Keener said afterwards, 
"and all his tear-offs blew away in the 
wind. | knew right then that it was all over, 
because he wasn't gonna let anybody get 
in front of him and put sand in his face." 
Corky picked off second, Roberts third, 
and from the back row, Gary Scott, all the 
way into fourth. The win boosted Springer 
into the points lead; all he had to do was 
look halfway decent at the following San 
Jose half-mile and he would have gotten 
the big Camel points fund bonus. 
Springer did look good; he got in trouble 
trying to look even better, and stuck his 
bike shiny-side down; Scott got the half- 
way money when Roberts won the race. 

But teenage lightning bolts are liable to 
do that; they're also liable to win in big 
ways, just like the Springer did at Albu- 
querque. © 
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Inset above—on the line for the Expert main Romero and Roberts 
look back to see where Gary Scott is lining up. Above and below— Springsteen, 
Keener and Roberts attack the Albuquerque mile, and finish in that order. 
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YAMAHA IT400C 


Cycle Test 





The Europeans have had 63 years to develop ISDT bikes. 
The IT400, Yamaha's 90 day wonder, is but a babe in the Six Day woods. 


€ NEW MOTORCYCLES ARE A LONG TIME IN 
the making. To move a concept from the 
idea stage through engineering, develop- 
ment testing and into production gener- 
ally takes no less than two years. Entirely 
new concepts require even more time— 
sometimes five years. Competition bikes 
normally require a year for engine de- 
velopment, another 12 months for chassis 
and suspension testing then a season on 
the race circuit. 

On rare occasions a manufacturer 
doesn't follow this time-proven formula. 
Yamaha didn't when they developed their 
first real enduro bike—the IT400. In a 
matter of three short months the factory 
whipped the ISDT bike concept from the 
idea stage all the way to the end of the 
production line. 

The IT400 is an all-new Yamaha 
model—but its hardware is very familiar. 
The IT has that "we've seen you some- 
where before" look. Southwestern en- 
duro riders and desert racers recognize it 
instantly. The cactus-kickers have been 
building IT prototypes for years from Ya- 
maha's DT360s and 400s, MX400s and 
YZ400s. These bikes have big-capacity 
Vesco plastic gas tanks, the long Preston 
Petty Mudder fenders, Skyway silencers, 
skid plates and tall gearing. The enduro 
freaks add small head- and tail-lights, a 
speedometer, spark arrestor and accor- 
dion-style fork covers. 

The IT400 is, in fact, nothing more than 
a YZ400 with trials lights, big gas tank, 
silencer, speedometer and coil spring 
forks. Only a few of the components on the 
bike are new—the 3.25 gallon ABS plastic 
tank, high-breather intake system, spring- 
loaded chain tensioner and first and fifth 
gears. With these few modifications, Ya- 
maha, after nine long years of selling 
enduro series dual-purpose bikes, has 
made their first real-enduro motorcycle. 

Yamaha's big-bore reed valve single 
has long been lauded as a near-perfect 
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enduro engine. While the detuned en- 
duro-series engines are widely accepted 
as ideal for neophytes, the motocross 
360s and 400s have become most popu- 
lar with the burgeoning numbers of cross- 
country riders. The IT's engine is exactly 
the same (except first and fifth gears) as 
the YZ400C. The IT engine is a fifth- 
generation design of Yamaha's late- 
series reed valve motor. Improvements, 
even some parts deletions, from the 
DT360A, DT400C, MX400B and YZ400C 
are all evident in the IT's engine. 

This latest YZ/IT engine has the length- 
ened connecting rod/piston arrange- 
ment. The additional five-mm. length 
reduces rocking action and strengthens 
the piston. Reed-valve engines are not 


renowned for long piston life, and the 
large-bore slugs suffer most from skirts 
that collapse and crack. Veteran Yamaha 
riders and mechanics claim the longer 
skirts increase piston life from 20 to as 
much as 50 percent. 

The IT400 has the same emphatically 
oversquare 85mm bore and 70mm stroke 
as the YZ. The porting and compression 
ratio are the same as the 34.4 bhp YZ. The 
induction system—twin foam air cleaners, 
38mm Mikuni carburetor and six-petal 
reed—are also identical to the 
motocrosser. To solve drowning prob- 
lems, each air box on the IT is equipped 
with a five-inch-high breather snorkel. 

Primary drive in the IT is through helical 
rather than straight-cut gears as used in 
the YZ. Loss in power with the helical 
gears is almost immeasurable, but the 
reduction in drive line whine is substan- 
tial. The narrow clutch incorporated in the 
DT400 series minimizes engine width. 
The gearbox uses second, third and 
fourth cogs from the motocrosser. Low 
and top gears are new, and distant from 
the middle three. In fact, first is lower and 
fifth is higher than those in the DT400C 
trail bike. 

The chassis is from the YZ (frame and 
monoshock have the same part num- 
bers). The mild steel double downtube 
frame uses the improved-version mono- 
shock, which provides seven inches of 
rear wheel travel—up one half inch from 
last year’s MX400. The front fork appears 
outwardly identical to the YZ air type. 
Yamaha claims 8%-inches of travel with 
the IT's conventional spring fork. 

The wheels, hubs, spokes, and brakes 
are all from the DT/MX/YZ series with the 
conical front and double-dish rear. Rather 
than using the low-profile Dunlop 
motocross tires, Yamaha installs high- 
profile Bridgestone tires on the IT. To 
avoid throwing off the loosely-adjusted 
chain a spring-loaded tensioner and 
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An approved spark arrestor make the IT forest- 
legal. The plastic rear fender is too short in mud. 


The D.I.D. chain doesn't stretch much. Chain ten- 
sioner is a good idea, but the roller is fragile. 


PHOTOGRAPHY: DALE BOLLER, ROBIN RIGGS 


Internal spring fork delivers a posh ride but is 
overworked by monoshock in fast, rough terrain. 





Engine performance is middle-of-the road enduro power—lots of torque. 


nylon roller are fitted to the forward part of 
the IT400’s swinging arm. 

The IT400 is the first Japanese motor- 
cycle of any type to use a plastic gas tank. 
It is also the largest capacity tank on any 
Japanese off-road bike. The absence of 
oil injection, accepted practice with se- 
rious enduro bikes, forces the rider to pre- 
mix the fuel. Spark is produced by a 
Mitsubishi CDI magneto with an external 
steel flywheel. Starting is eased with the 
use of Yamaha's innovative kick-actu- 
ated, cylinder-located decompressor. 

Like all the new long-travel bikes, the 
IT400 sits high. Short-legged riders will 
have to stretch like high hurdlers to swing 
aboard. These same riders will also find it 
easiest to start the IT while standing on 
the left foot peg with the sidestand down. 
The carburetor choke is a knurled knob- 
type rod and is very difficult to pull up and 
twist to a locked position. With gloves it's 
almost impossible. The old lever-type 
Mikuni choke is much easier to use. 

The Yamaha is consistent as clockwork 
about starting—second kick every time. 
Engine noise is not objectionable, but the 
big single has typical two-stroke clatter. 
Exhaust bark is virtually gone by the time 
the combustion explosions snake through 
the spark arrestor/silencer. Intake drone 
which is usually quite noticeable with big: 
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Headlight has high and low beam and is vibration 
insulated. Cable guides are a good safety touch. 


bore two strokes, is also nicely subdued 
by the high-breather system. All in all, 
Yamaha has done an excellent job in 
shunting the IT's operational noises. 

The first time the rider releases the 
clutch he finds that the secondary gear- 
ing is too tall. Even though the engine 
bristles with low rpm torque and is cou- 
pled to a granny low, the bike will struggle 
to move from a halt unless a generous 
amount of throttle opening is used. Some- 


Minimal finning lets engine overheat and fade in performance when raced. 


times the gear dogs engage smoothly 
when jabbing for first at a stop; other 
times they don't. Flicking the clutch lever 
in and out until the male dog ears slip into 
the female slots is often necessary. The 
clutch engages abruptly; there is little 
engagement movement of the lever. But 
the clutch doesn't drag or act sticky, as do 
many European units. 

The IT has Yamaha's latest, strength- 
ened transmission (MX400s were noted 
for breaking gears) and it still is heavy- 
shifting. Moving up or down through the 
first three gears necessitates using the 
clutch. It won't snick from cog-to-cog like 
the YZ250, Penton and Maico. 

Engine performance of the IT is more 
tractor than motocross-like; it grunts 
rather than surges. The DT400B enduro 
develops more maximum pounds-feet 
torque, however, and Penton's Mint 400 
(which is actually 41cc smaller than the 
IT) produces ten percent more than the 
Yamaha. The DT makes optimum power 
at much lower engine speeds than the IT, 
and also signs off 2000 rpm sooner. The 
Penton has a power range that's close to 
the IT's—both make maximum horse- 
power and torque between 6000 and 
8000 revs. 

The IT400 produces serious power 
compared to its enduro cousin. It's not 
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Engine Yamaha IT400 

Speed BHP Torque Test Conditions: 
847 15.36 Barometer 29.88 
10.59 15.88 Temperature 
13.08 17.18 64°F Wet 76°F Dry 
15.84 18.48 Correction Factor 1.040 
18.69 19.63 As Tested on the 
19.66 18.78 Webco Dyno 
23.75 20.79 
27.10 21.90 
30.03 22.52 
32.17 22.52 
32.47 21.32 


[^] 
o 


TORQUE IN FOOT POUNDS 


(32.47 max.) 





YAMAHA IT400C 





Price, suggested retail 
Tire, front Bridgestone 3.00-21 
Bridgestone 4.50-18 

Brake, front .......................... 5.12 x .866 in. (130 x 22 mm) 
feari e or eee eec EN 6.30 x .985 in. (160 x 25 mm) 

Engine type Reed valve, two-stroke single 

Bore and stroke 85 x 70mm (3.34 x 2.76 in.) 

Piston displacement 397cc (24.2 cu. in.) 

Compression ratio 

Carburetion 


H3AO0d3SHOH 133HM HV3H Q3103HHOD 
M 
o 


2-oiled foam 
Mitsubishi CDI 
32.47 @ 8000 
22.52 @ 7500 RPMx100 20 
31.5?/5.42 in. 
Mph/1000 rpm, top gear : RPMx100 
Fuel capacity 3.2 gal. (12.0 liters) 
Transmission oil capacity 1.1 qt. (1000cc) 
Electrical power 6 volt/40 watt AC generator 
Primary transmission Helical gears 73/.27 (2.703) 
Secondary transmission % x 98 D.I.D. chain 
46/15 (3.066) 
Gear ratios, overall (1) 21.03 (2) 14.14 (3) 10.77 
(4) 8.29 (5) 6.37 
Wheelbase 56.1 in. (142.5 cm) 
Seat height 34.9 in. (89 cm) 
Ground clearance 10 in. (25 cm) 
Curb weight 271 Ibs. (123.kg) 
Instruments Speedometer w/reset odometer 
Average fuel consumption 
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Large gas cap screws on and permits easy fill-ups. 
Speedo is accurate but location is vulnerable. 


OSs Sa 





Serrated pegs and lever prevent slippage. Magne- 
sium case covers are brittle. A skid plate is a must. 


content to loaf around between 2000 and 
4000 revs; letting the engine revs drop too 
low will bring on fits of bucking and bog- 
ging. Above 4000, the engine runs 
through its power range with deceiving 
calmness. The IT doesn’t have the Pen- 
ton’s power surge, which jumps seven 
bhp in 500 rpms. Instead, the Yamaha’s 
engine gains power gradually and 
predictably—two to four bhp every 500 
rpm increase in engine speed. 

It's difficult for the rider to detect the 
engine’s true speed. Exhaust and intake 
sounds are so nicely muted that using 
them as phonic tachometers, as dirt riders 
must, is difficult and often misleading. The 
rider must learn to pick up changes in 
vibration frequency at the foot pegs and 
handlebars to be Sure he's within a useful 
rpm range. 

Riders moving up to their first real en- 
duro bike from a street/trail machine will 
find that making the transition to the big- 
bore IT400 is easy, and gratifying. While 
the bike doesn't have the super-low- 
speed torque of the DT400, its still grunts 
along at moderate revs. The engine 
doesn't have to be arced-up to ear-shat- 
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38mm Mikuni gives clean performance but engine 
only gets 15 mpg. Choke knob is hard to grasp. 








Chain adjustment is simple. Changing wheel is a 
two-man job. The rear brake is touchy when cold. 





The IT is patterned after a modern desert sled. Plastic tank is a Japanese first, and holds 3% gallons. 


Twin high-breather air boxes avoid drowning. They 
also reduce intake drone. Air filters are foam. 


tering speeds to accelerate, climb steep 
grades or pull through bottomless sand. 
For most non-racing situations the rider 
need not concentrate on gear shifting; as 
long as the IT is spinning between 4500 to 
8500 rpms, it's happy. 

The IT has the same seating position 
and control locations as the MX and 





YZ400s. Yamaha, like all the Japanese 
dirt bike makers, has gone to great 
lengths to design-in comfort for the 
masses. Like its predecessors the IT is 
very comfortable for most riders regard- 
less of stature. The seat is thick, firm and 
long, and the foot pegs are far enough 
down and forward to provide long-legged 
riders with a non-cramped sitting position. 
The handlebars are intentionally wide to 
permit trimming to individual preferences. 
The rear brake and shift lever are per- 
fectly positioned. 

Suspension compliance and handling 
constitute several mixed bags. The inter- 
nal-spring fork delivers a non-fatiguing, 
supple ride. It has over eight inches of 
travel and decent damping characteris- 
tics. The monoshock springing and 
damping also work well in most condi- 
tions, but not all. 

On trails or roads with rolling undula- 
tions, suspension compliance is excel- 
lent. Dips and drop-offs that work the 
suspension in a G-force fashion cause 
both front and rear wheels to move their 
full travel. When hot, the monoshock will 

(Continued on page 103) 
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. Theonly 
improvement 


Yamaha could 
make on the 
1975 DTAOO: 
















Now the 1975 Yamaha DT400, the There's a limited quantity of these 
bike test riders unanimously selected as high performance machines available. 
last year's best all-around big bore So visit your Yamaha Dealer today. 
on-road/off-road machine, is on sale. At this price you can't afford not to 
At $948, you save two hundred dollars. see him. 


Someday, you'll own a Yamaha. 


Manufacturer's suggested price excluding freight, dealer prep, title, state and local taxes. 
CIRCLE NO. 73 ON READER SERVICE PAGE. 





RACE TESTED 


- PJ1 Light or Medium Fork Oil in conjunc- 


tion with proper fork springs and pre- 
load provides maximum front suspension 
tuning for ultimate racing and touring 
performance. PJ1 Heavy Fork Oil slows 
the returning process (damping) result- 
ing in a stiffer ride. 
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severe temperature 
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YAMAHA IT400 ..... Continued from page 98 
bottom occasionally, as does the fork— 
just right. The fork absorbs small ripples 
and bumps comfortably, but the mono- 
shock prefers to skip across the tops. 
Sharp-cornered obstacles are dealt with 
admirably. But high-lipped road cross- 
ings, deep ruts and sharp whoop-de-doos 
are not the IT's idea of fun—especially at 
high speeds. The fork will absorb most of 
a tall obstacle, but the monoshock just 
won't give much. After the first encounter 
with a road-crossing-type bump you will 
learn the IT's dos and don'ts. Do sit down, 
if at all possible. This puts more weight on 
the bike's aft section and loads the mono- 
shock, which will reduce the amount of 
abrupt pitching the back end likes to do. 
Don't use the brakes when crossing a big 
bump with the throttle shut off. Always (if 
possible) drive or accelerate over big 
jumps in order to load the monoshock. 

We were able to adjust to the Yamaha's 
suspension, but we never came to like the 
bike's steering habits. A half-dozen en- 
duro/ISDT/cross country experts rode 
the IT400, and all exclaimed that it was the 
slipperiest motorcycle they had ridden in 
recent years. The bike doesn't steer pre- 
dictably. In turns both the front and rear 
end slide—or slip—and you must square 
off corners. This is compounded by steer- 
ing (front end) heaviness which hinders 
confident side-hilling or slashing through 
tight, twisty trails. Dry terrain, whether 
hard-packed mountain roads or soft des- 
ert trails, is unnerving to ride fast. Usually 
you can drive the back end around and 
come out knobby-side-down, but you can 
never really be sure about what the front 
end may decide to do. 

In hopes of alleviating the slippage we 
replaced the high-profile, hard nylon 
Bridgestone knobbies with softer 
motocross tires. We had run the gamut 
with various air pressures and found only 
minimal improvement. A Trellborg was 
mounted up front and a Dunlop Senior on 
the rear. Much to our amazement these 
tire changes had no effect at all. 

Less-than-expert riders will find the 
IT400 a real handful on enduro downhills. 
Numerous designed-in features combine 
to make the Yamaha more than just a thrill 
on steep, rocky or slippery decents. The 
soft front and choppy (at low speeds) rear 
suspensions allow more than desired 
weight bias to transfer to the fork. The 
brakes, which are very touchy when cold, 
require exacting pressure on the levers to 
avoid lock-up or wash-out. All in all, the 
rider must concentrate on too many areas 
to allow for mistake-proof down-hilling. 

Beyond its steering, little things keep 
the IT400 from being an outstanding en- 
duro bike. The brakes are very touchy 
when cold (but work superbly when hot). 
Adjustment of the levers changes radi- 
cally from the cold to hot stages. Gear- 
shifting, as we've mentioned, is arduous 
with or without the clutch. There are too 
many neutrals in the transmission and the 








[JENCO : 
z Kawasaki 


NEW TRACK PROVEN 


Z1-900 














SCAVANGE PIPES 


e Equal length head pipes 

e Triple cone megaphone design 

e 25% Power increase 

e Total service accessability 
without removing pipes. 

e Complete heliarc construction 








Performance beyond com- 
parison. Sets the standards for 
power and quality on the Z-1. 


Send *2° for Complete Catalog! 


DENCO PERFORMANCE 


4480 E ENTERPRISE ST. DEPT. C 
Fremont Calif 94538°(415) 656-0424 


HIGH PERFORMANCE PARTS 


"Home of the worlds fastest triples” 
including the 9 Second Pro-Bike 


SILENCED 
EXPANSION 
CHAMBERS 


e Competition proven 


. e Slip joint and spring 
mounting flangles 


e Dual mounting 
brackets 


e Widest 
power 
band 
possible 


/ If it 

doesn't 

say DENCO 

/ it isn't the 

chamber that has 

broken more AHRA 

f Records than. all other : 

brands combined . 


Send *2° for Complete Catalog! 


DENCO PERFORMANCE 


4480 E ENTERPRISE ST. DEPT. C 
Fremont Calif 94538°(415) 656-0424 





CYCLE 


You pay only for prints 
that turn out. 





_ We refund 15¢ for every 
negative not printed.: 














FAST SERVICE 49g 12ex».51.0 


RETURNED FIRST CLASS MAIL 20 exp. 3.00 


20 exp. $3.00 
20 exp. 3.00 135 


36 exp. 5.40 










































KODACHROME Serd us COLOR |3::75$3.59|18x10$3.39 
SLIDES combination ENLARGEMENTS | 65x7 5.59] 38x10 8.39 
. $1.59 f PHOTO, 
pe oes 2.49 NEGATIVE From Any PHOTO, SLIDE or NEGATIVE 
or SLI 
RETURNED BY FIRST CLASS MAIL and eee] E EE ES COUPON E Ea ENS ER 
Black & White save: P 


p g Poster d 1 5€ PHOTO Clifton. N.J. 07018 
2 x 3 Ead Ow-ups E Please send me the following: 


Buy more than one and save.. 


1 BLOW-UP |2 BLOW-UPS| 3 BLOW-UPS 























TOTALS$ 
B NAME 
GUARANTEE viru 
You will be pleased with our service and 
quality or your money will be promptly CITY STATE ZIP 





refunded. 


Your 15¢ Photos or Slides Returned by First Class Mail 











Introducing: 


A new idea 
in metro market 


selectivity. 


£ Boating T 








Ce ers 





Golf Digest and Tennis, publications of È Not just any people. But discriminating, successful 
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gear spans between first and second and 
fourth and fifth are too wide for enduro or 
Six Day racing. Gas consumption of the 
IT400 is the highest of any enduro/ISDT/ 
dual purpose bike we have tested. Ridden 
hard, the IT gobbles an entire 3% gallons 
in 44 miles. (The best we were able to do 
was 56 miles to a tank.) 

After 600 miles of hard, but typically 
enduro-style, riding on muddy forest 
trails, suspension-hammering cross- 
country desert and the fast roads of Baja, 
more troubles. A small stone thrown up 
from the front wheel put a hole in the right 
(clutch) side magnesium engine cover. It 
had to be replaced. The chain tensioner 
roller came off twice—once with the stock 
roller pin and again with a hardened bolt 
and self-locking nut. The rear mud flap 
that protects the monoshock damper 
casting split in two. The rear tire threw the 
broken flap into the chain which carried it 
up into the countershaft sprocket. It 
locked up the engine, brought the IT to a 
skidding stop and shattered the sprocket 
cover casting. 

Less serious mishaps included the 
speedometer cable that unscrewed itself 
from the front wheel drive; the side stand 
that fell off when the retaining nut and bolt 
unscrewed themselves; the top triple 
clamp cap bolt that unwound from the 
steering stem and fell out. 

We maintained the IT400 Yamaha rea- 
sonably well and kept close track and 


NON-DONK ............ Continued from page 32 
section to another there are logging roads 
and occasional stretches of pavement. 
Uphill trails lead to lovely rounded moun- 
tain tops with panoramic views, such as 
the crest of Ryan's Grade. But most of our 
ride was a twisting, turning balancing act. 

Since much of Pabatco's R & D is 
conducted on these trails, it’s easy to 
understand why Hodaka's are the way 
they are. The 250 for instance was rela- 
tively unimpressive on the 35 miles of 
pavement and gravel roads that lead to 
the trails, but once the going was tight and 
tough, the bike came into íts own and 
performed far better than | had expected. 

As an excuse to go fast, | told the Donks 
that | would go ahead, find a photo loca- 
tion and wait for them to pass. Scott 
Hudson didn't have a shred of discipline 
for going slow either. He was one of the 
Hodaka guides who also happened to be 
a three-time Gold Medalist in ISDT 
Qualifiers. Off we went on our stock 250s 
for an incredible romp at Gold Medal 
speeds, both seduced by how much fun a 
good trail can be. 

The 250 Thunderdog is intended to be 
a playbike, not a motocrosser and not 
even a serious enduro bike. However, 
many top-rate features make it serious 
and effective as a weekend berm 
bouncer: D.I.D. rims, thick spokes, Pres- 
ton Petty fenders, plastic tank, high 
breathing, Skyway spark arrester/si- 
lencer, full knobbies, power levers, etc.— 
OCTOBER 1976 


adjustment of the nuts and bolts. The 
spokes required tightening only twice. 
The clutch and brakes were adjusted only 
to suit conditions. Chain stretch was mini- 
mal, and the engine used no gear oil. The 
CDI ignition never demanded any atten- 
tion and only two spark plugs were used. 
The lights remained intact and operating 
throughout the test, and the odometer 
proved to be accurate within two percent. 
Yamaha-R racing oil was run in the en- 
gine at 32:1 and no engine problems 
occurred. 

In their haste to produce a motorcycle 
that would appeal to real enduro riders, it 
strikes us that Yamaha didn’t quite get 
finished what they started. The IT400 
comes with most of the bits and pieces 
that real enduro bikes require, and there’s 
no doubt that the IT can go places and do 
things that dual-purpose bikes can’t imag- 
ine. It'd be easy to say that deadly-serious 
riders would go ahead and complete the 
job Yamaha has started, and once those 
details had been taken care of, the IT400 
would be perfectly satisfactory for the 
most case-hardened and berm-bitten en- 
duro riders. Well now. How about steering 
characteristics that continue to mystify? 
How about gear staging and hard shift- 
ing? How about all those things that broke 
or fell off? Maybe a serious enduro expert 
could find it in his head and wallet to fix 
them as well. Should he have to? We don't 
think so. That's Yamaha's job. e 


good stuff all around. Kayaba-built sus- 
pension delivers 7% inches of travel in 
front and 7 inches in back. We never got 
going fast enough for long enough to see 
if the non-gas shocks would fade. 

The engine is a standard piston-port 
two-stroke fed by a huge 36mm Mikuni 
carburetor. It has primary-drive starting, 
oil injection and CDI ignition. Moderate 
power is available in a beautifully smooth 
band from about 3000 to 7000 revs. There 
are no humps or great rushes, just nice 
torquey delivery throughout. A five-speed 
perfect-shifting gearbox with the hollow 
mainshaft and ball bearings adjusts 
ground speed. On the bike | rode, a slight 
air leak and an overheated CDI sapped 
engine revs, so an accurate evaluation of 
the motor was not possible. It's likely that 
Steering characteristics would outshine 
the engine anyway since they are easily 
the most impressive performance quality 
of the motorcycle. Steering is always neu- 
tral and always accurate. The bike likes to 
stay upright and it saved both Scott and 
me more than once. Our mad dash ended 
when | slid out in a patch of sand and 
Scott fractured his bike's rear brake back- 
ing-plate on a tree root. Even experienced 
riders visit Donkdom on occasion, too, 
much to the glee of Neilson, Schilling and 
Jennings. 

If you're a playrider and need a new 
bike, consider the Hodaka. It might lead 
you to the trail where it was built—and 
that's the best kind of riding there is. © 
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The new Yamaha RD400 is more than 
For all practical purposes, 














The living legend. and usable street machine. Andthe | better low rpm torque, and a much 
If any motorcycle ever deserved to RD400 is just that. broader powerband. Usable power 
be called “legendary, it's the Yamaha ngine re-desi on the 350 runs from 4000 to 8000 
350 two-stroke. The Yamaha 350 Er iu n set a rpm. Usable power on the 400 runs 
production racers have absolutely Te ee i Sais from 2500 to 7500 rpm. Thats a 25% 


dominated their class for years. And stroke of the RD350, taking it up to 
62mm. Bore remains the same as the 


the Yamaha RD350 street machine is SSi: Chim. Sarthe RH haa 
renowned for its ability to run away 
from bikes with more than twice 

its displacement. 


Awhole new motorcycle. 
How do you improve on that kind 
of success? The styling changes 
of the RD400 are obvious. It's 
the first production motorcycle 
to have cast aluminum wheels as 
standard equipment. The RD400 
has a new frame design and a 
new, large capacity fuel 

tank. 


increase in effective rpm range. 


399cc displacement developing ap- 
proximately the same amount of 
horsepower as the 350: about 34.0 
at 7500rpm. Asa 
result, the RD400 
has better acceler- 
ation, 
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The RD400 The RD35 
This increase in usable horse- 
power, coupled with the Yamaha six- 
speed transmission, makes the 
RD400 a much more versatile street 
machine. It combines 
high perform- 
ance at the 
top end 
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Its got street sense. 
We've applied all of our expertise to 
one single objective: building a street 
machine as quick and responsive 
over a broad powerband as the 350 
is quick and responsive at high rpm's. 
We wanted to build a more versatile 
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The new cast 
aluminum wheel. 


arefinement ofour legendary 350. 


its awhole new motorcycle. 














with better response 5 stakingly refined in order 
throughout the powerband to meet the needs of 
The RD350 can run away the broader 


fif powerband. 
Lg This, combined 

" ^ with the more 
complete combustion of the longer- 
stroke engine has decreased spark- 
plug fouling —a common problem in 
high performance engines. 


Other important features. 
The RD400 features a Yamaha first: 


from bigger bikes screaming. The 
RD400 can leave bigger bikes 
standing still. 


Improved braking. 
Having given the RD400 more 
going power, we had to give it more 
stopping power. The RD400 has a 
hydraulic braking system with fade- 
resistant disc brakes both 




















AEN RES S se, automaticself-cancelling turn signals. 
The new ENEE l =) oe If you forget to cancel the turn 
rear disc ENE é SN signal manually, a solid state 
brake. JONEN = 74 AN electronic circuit will do it for 


Bee, you. Thats a safety feature 
EOM, which will prove to be 
very convenient. 

The main electrical 
connections and all 
of the fuses of the 
RD400 are in one 
convenient box located 
just below the seat. 

The RD400 also has 
an oil warning light which 
lights up when the oil level 
in the Autolube is getting low. 
Another feature you'll ap- 

preciate in city and country 


NCAR 1 : 
front and limi 
rear. Cycle said ^ = 
the Yamaha front disc brake was the 
most effective they'd ever tested. 


And the rear brake of the RD400 is 


essentially the same brake. 


Improved handling. 

We've also made the RD400 a better 
handling motorcycle. The frame has 
been completely re-designed, and 
the engine is farther forward, for 
better balance. Front forks and rear 
suspension have been improved to 
better absorb the shocks of those 
srnall surface irregularities that can 
become big problems when youre 
cornering. Like the RD350, the 
RD400 corners beautifully. 


Improved carburetion. 
The RD400, like the RD350, is fed 
by twin 28mm Mikuni carburetors. 


riding. 





When you know how 


In short. 


The new Yamaha RD400 is the best 


all-around mid-size street machine 


The compartmentalized fuse box. 


makes it far and away the best mid- 
size street machine 
on the market. Your ~ 
Yamaha Dealer will be AE 
delighted to let you 
discover that for l 
yourself. 
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signal indicators. 
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But carburetion has been pain- 





built, you'll buy aYamaha. 
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Motorcycle Year No.1 


® Important things first: Motorcycle Year 
No. 1 is a $35 hardcover book. So if you're 
any kin to Uncle Scrooge, stop reading 
here. Bargain hunters might find the book 
a little cheaper on direct order from the 
North American source (Haessner Pub- 
lishing, Inc., Newfoundland, New Jersey 
07435); but when we found the book in 
our local motor-culture bookstore, No. 7 
was sporting a very number-one price tag. 

For big spenders who are still with us, 
there are a few things you'll want to know 
about MY1. It’s a large-format book; the 
pages measure 9% by 12% inches. The 
book runs almost 190 pages although the 
last 40 pages contain summary tables of 
major international events held in 1975. 
The first 140 pages deal primarily with 
international racing, specifically Euro- 
pean road racing and motocross. Not only 
are usual world championship events tre- 
ated, but AMA racing gets a chapter, and 
so does ice racing, trials, speedway, en- 
durance racing and the ISDT. 

There's more. MY1 covers the industry 
itself. The first section of the book in- 
cludes such features as "Slaughtered," 
which is H. S. Louis' recounting of the 
failure of the British motorcycle industry, 
and a curious title for what was an actof 
self-mutilation; "The Motorcycle, today 
and tomorrow," based on interviews with 
Mr. Yoshio Nakamura, Chief Engineer of 
Honda and Mr. Horst Spintler, Director 
General of BMW Motorcycles; "Technical 
Evolution in Production 1975," which ar- 
gues the present golden age of motorcyc- 
ling is closing; and "Riding the Best Bikes 
of 1975," that more precisely pertains to 
riding the newest, most technically inter- 
esting street bikes of 1975. 

Finally, you car buffs out there (if any) 
may note that Motorcycle Year No. 1 
comes to motorcyclists from the same 
publishing concern which has produced 
Automobile Year since 1953. The expan- 
sion of Edita S.A. into motorcycling with a 
glossy annual was natural. 

Photography carries this book. Al- 
though there are only 30-odd pages of 
full-color photos in the 140-page body, 
the photography and color reproduction 
is outstanding. What makes the camera 
Work so impressive is the fact that speed- 
ing objects are crystal-sharp with dense 
and accurate color. And that's hard to do, 
because the photographer must shootat 
slow shutter speed and pan (orfollow) a 
speeding object perfectly. When you can 
see the whites, and the pupils, of a rider's 
eyes inside a full-coverage helmet, that's 
talent. It'S luck too, but the most talented 
106 


photographers seem to be the luckiest. 

Nearly all the color budget for MY1 was 
spent on pavement racing. Assuming you 
have little or no interest in road racing (50, 
125, 250, 350 and 500 GP; Formula 750; 
FIM Endurance), you'll probably give the 
book a pass anyway. There just isn't 
enough other material to justify the price. 

Most of the race photography, in all 
parts of the book, has been done in black- 
and-white. While there's lots of fairly com- 
mon race-day clickery, some of itis down- 
right spectacular: a chilling shot of Barry 
Sheene's 170mph slide at Daytona in 
1975; Steve Baker's wrestling match with 
his Yamaha 750 at the 1975 Moto Journal 
200; and sequence shots of Walter Villa in 
action during 250cc World Championship 
round at Spa-Francorchamps in 1975. 
The last series begs for description. 
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Imagine Johnny Cecotto (Yamaha 
250), Walter Villa (H-D 250) and Michele 
Rougerie (H-D 250) flying down the last 
straightaway three-abreast, and braking 
hard for the last corner before the flag, 
with Cecotto a wheel ahead and on the 
inside line. Now imagine Villa, flanked by 
Cecotto on the right and Rougerie on the 
left, whip out his right leg and kick 
Cecotto's rear tire. The intent (spon- 
taneous or premeditated) was to delay 
young Mr. Cecotto by bothering him in a 
most tiresome fashion, or just flat crash 
him. In the next frame Villa earns his just 
deserts as he succeeds in pushing him- 
self into a sideswipe with his teammate 
Rougerie. Incredibly there's no crash. 
Cecotto, apparently unaware of Villa's low 
stab, flashes intó the righthander and 
takes the flag. The H-D team bobbles to 
the finish, with Rougerie gaining second 


and Villa relegated to third. 

Unfortunately the editorial content is no 
match for the photography. The race re- 
portage is very superficial stuff, and a 
good UPI stringer could have written the 
play-by-play of the individual races. Of 
course the grand prix reports are merely 
race capsules and this format dictates 
extreme brevity. At least some of the 
reportage is wrong and/or misleading, 
and thus does a certain injustice to riders. 
A case in point is Laguna Seca 1975, 
where (according to MY7) duHamel did 
his "usual crash act at the infamous 
'Corkscrew' letting Kenny (Roberts) 
cruise home the victor." For the record, 
rider error did not cause duHamel to 
crash; rather, a mechanical malfunction 
smothered his rear tire in oil. 

One great advantage of a year-end 
review is the ability to trace technological 
advances in GP machinery, but nowhere 
was this done. For example, a technical 
discussion of the H-D monoshock 250 
would have been welcome; alas, MY1 
never treats racing developments with 
any authority or at any length. Even the 
chapter, "Technical Evolution in Competi- 
tion 1975" only consists of photographs 
accompanied by captions that contain 
precious few specifications. And what 
does the reader find out about slick tires, 
where there's been feverish develop- 
ment? “These smooth-skinned covers en- 
hanced adhesion in dry weather." That's 
it. No comment about dynamics of slicks, 
no cursory examination of the subject 
whatever. More shocking is the fact that 
not one single motocross machine ap- 
pears in the "Technical Evolution" sec- 
tion. Unbelievable. 

The text falls down in other places. 
Honda will be amazed to know that the 
550 Honda is a "version" of the 750 four, 
and anyone who has ridden a Suzuki 
Rotary will be puzzled to learn that its 
"roadholding is no more than adequate." 
That certainly doesn't square with Cycle's 
testing at all. Indeed, in our 1975 Compari- 
son Test of big touring bikes, the RE5 was 
obviously the best mountain-road handler 
in the group. 

Books like MY1 probably sell on the 
strength of photography alone. Charts 
and graphs and race-day summaries will 
later be a way to refresh the memory, but 
that makes MY1 a very expensive refer- 
ence book. Some will buy the book for its 
memorable photographs. Few will buy it 
solely on its editorial content. Because 
there isn't $35 worth of hard information 
in the book. Or even $17.50. © 
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Left—Hannah (right) zaps 
Smith in mid-air. The two 
whiz kids are flying about 
$75,000 worth of works 
motocrossers. Top—Han- 
nah holds off Marty with 
sheer hp on a straightway 
and sheer desperation in 
the turns. But the eventual 
winner was still Mr.Smith. 




















THE MID-OHIO HAMMERLOCK 

The bright red Hondas sat alone in their 
pit with no real work being done on them. 
They were the same bikes Marty had 
raced in Europe and they were ready. 
Their mechanic, Jon Rosenstiel, felt they 
would perform better at Mid Ohio: “When 
we went to Europe, we were used to 
winning, but things were different there. 
The tracks are more demanding and what 
worked here broke over there. Marty was 
leading several motos and had DNF's 
when the chain broke due to stress from 
our long travel suspension. We should 
have a new bike with a lay-down rear end 
in a couple of weeks, and that should 
solve our problem.” 

That night Honda ran into another 
problem. The huge van which carries the 
red bikes and all the tools hit a telephone 
pole, spreading much of its precious 
cargo on the street. There was no 
damage except to the driver's pride and 
van's snout. 

Race morning practice is important at 
an F.I.M. motocross because riders who 
cut the fastest lap times are rewarded with 
the choice of starting positions. Bob 
Hannah was the fastest qualifier and he 
picked an inside line. 

Gaston Rahier could clinch his second 
World Championship with a good ride in 
this moto. “I am far ahead in points," he 
commented. | think | would have to DNF 
every moto and Churavy would have to 
win every moto for him to beat me. | do not 
think that can happen." Marty Smith, in 
third place, conceivably could overtake 
Churavy with a string of moto wins in the 
remaining three events. But first he had to 
beat Bob Hannah today. 

These two immediately shot ahead at 
the start of the first 40-minute moto with 
Smith in the lead. Rahier was running 
tenth, caught in traffic. Churavy was sixth, 

(Continued on page 113) 
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but not moving up. In contrast Jimmy Ellis 
was blasting his Can-Am from mid-pack to 
the top ten while Yamaha factory rider 
Yoshifumi Sugio was passing three riders 
per lap on a march from 15th place. Don 
Kudalski, Danny Turner, Bruce McDougal 
and Billy Grossi battled directly in back of 
the leaders. Not surprisingly, Hannah had 
slipped by Smith, and by mid-moto 50 
yards separated the two. No one else was 
close. Rahier had moved to fourth, but 
quickly lost it to the Japanese rider Sugio. 
Billy Grossi was firmly in third and Ellis 
had moved on Churavy for fifth. 

Suddenly something was happening up 
front. With only ten minutes to go, Smith 
was gaining hard on Hannah. Time after 
time he would try to pass as the crowd 
went wild but Hannah hung in there—until 
his front brake cable snagged on the fork. 
Smith was gone in an instant and took the 
checkers all alone. 

Everyone figured Hannah's brake cable 
would be fixed for the second moto and 
that would be that. Instead the moto 
turned into a three-way melee full of wild 
antics between Smith, Hannah and Grossi 
that had the crowd yelling, waving and 
running frantically to keep the trio in sight. 
Smith got the hole-shot, followed by Mike 
Kessler, who was quickly dispatched by 
Hannah. The duel had begun again, and 
again Hannah zapped Marty, this time in 
the air by firing off a huge jump harder 
and faster. Horsepower gave him a ten 
yard lead on the long straight that fol- 
lowed. By the fourth lap Rahier had 
DNFed by crashing and Billy Grossi had 
joined the fray in front. The crowd was 
insane, bulging the snow fences and 
shouting with voices long since worn out. 
The three were challenging each other in 
almost every turn and were never more 
than 20 yards apart on the straightaways. 

This kind of racing went on for nearly 
two-thirds of the moto. Finally Hannah 
blew a shift and Marty pounced ahead to 
a small but important lead. In the strain of 
pursuit, Hannah misjudged a passing 
move over a small hump in the middle of a 
turn—and collided with the rear of Marty's 
Honda. Smith raced ahead uneffected, 
but Hannah had to slip the clutch and 
paddle to get over the hump. The seconds 
he lost gave Smith a big lead and put 
Grossi in his back pocket. Hannah really 
scrambled to preserve second but had no 
chance of repassing Smith, whose fourth 
win in four tries at MidOhio had the crowd 
cheering. 

By virtue of his 5th-place finish in moto- 
one and Churavy's poor showing for the 
day, Gaston Rahier clinched his second 
125 World Championship. His dominance 
before the American round—ten firsts in 
16 motos and overall winner in six of eight 
GPs—proved the title was no fluke even 
though he locked it up in rather poor form 
at Ohio. 

Could Marty pass Churavy for second 
place? Mathematically, yes. In the eyes of 
everyone at the USGP he had already 
passed the Czech. And Rahier too. e 
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the day, we would be able to ease our- 
selves back in, or have ourselves eased 
in. "I know what kind of man | am, and 
what my needs are," | muttered to Jen- 
nings in a rude mimic of Ricardo Mon- 
talban's television commercial, “and | 
theenk thees evening I'll need a beeg 
amboolance." 

Experienced riders can suit up for trail 
riding in a flash, but Donks proceed at a 
slow pace. Part of this may be attributed 
to mortal trepidation concerning the com- 
ing attractions, but most delays involve 
basic clumsiness. No one should con- 
sider an off-road ride without using gen- 
uine boots designed for the purpose. 
Most enduro boots are drawn tight on the 
sides by belts-and-buckles, and one must 
maneuver around so that he can cinch 
the clodhoppers on tightly. No problem, 
thank you, assuming your back, knees 
and ankles all still move as God intended. 
By our own fault and foolishness, Neilson, 
Jennings and | have made permanent 
modifications to our skeletal structures. 
We no longer bend in precisely the right 
spots. | thought Jennings had brought 
along his hightop lace-up-the-front army 
boots just because they happened to fit. 
Wrong. While Jennings snappily laced up 
his boots, | fumbled to get my enduro units 
clamped on, at last resorting to a pair of 
pliers to complete the job. Standing up, | 
put my Gold Belt on to support what might 
eventually remain of my back, and shuf- 
fled off in the direction of the bikes. 

Boller and the Hodaka riding crew had 
long since geared up. Conspicuous by his 
absence in battle-dress was Marvin Fos- 
ter, who, after inviting the Donks and 
assuring us of a splendid (read easy) ride, 
excused himself. He had to chase after 
provisions for the mid-morning and noon- 
time stops. Such a sly presentation and 
artful dodge would have done justice to 
Henry Kissinger. The Donks suspected a 
fiy, but it was too late. The ride was on. 

Mercifully the first 35 miles passed un- 
eventfully, as.alternating sections of dirt 
road, smooth trails and:macadam pave- 
ment rolled beneath the Hodakas. Jen- 
nings opted for a 100cc Road Toad while 
Neilson and | tried 125cc Wombats. DPB, 
laden with cameras, tools and other 
equipment (which | hoped included a long 
chain and hoist) took a 250. Scott was 
similarly mounted; Ed and Jim had a 
Wombat and a Yamaha 125 Enduro be- 
tween them. 

Although-a GL-1000 might have hung 
up on its undercarriage at a couple of 
points along the early-morning section, 
there were no obstacles which would 
have irrevocably trapped a big road- 
burner. We Donks knew, however, our 
easy miles were numbered: not only was 
Marvin missing, but every turn of the road 
brought the mountains closer. Gradually 
foothills began:to crowd. out the big sky to 
our left and right, and dead ahead loomed 
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rough country. The pavement, as if recog- 
nizing the inevitable, stopped. 

At that very spot, Marvin Foster had 
parked his brunch-&-lunch van. The 
Donks pulled up at road's end for coffee 
and donuts. That struck me as a pleasant 
and genteel practice after an hour's ride. 
Wrong again. The donut-break, someone 
explained, wasn't a reward from complet- 
ing the first 35 miles, but a way to brace up 
for the next 20. 

The roadway promptly deteriorated into 
two tire ruts which necked down to a one- 
wheel path of which every square inch 
was mined with rocks. The rocks weren't 
your friendly kind—the small, well- 
rounded ones laid out nicely in cob- 


blestone streets. Nope, these rocks were 
the size of typewriters with sharp, irregu- 
lar surfaces—the sort of edges found on 
exploded cannonshot. From the way my 
Hodaka danced around, | reckoned it was 
trying to kill me and save itself, all at the 
same time. 
Thisfore-and-aft/left-and-rightcom- 
motion blurred my vision, but | could 
detect that Neilson and Jennings had the 
same problems. Meanwhile, Boller's torso 
remained serene though his bike's sus- 
pension pounded like a jackhammer. That 
was not the donkly way. We looked like 
ragdolls being snapped around and 
jerked apart by Dobermans. After only a 
quarter-mile, the expedition reached a 
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narrow bridge that spanned a mountain 
stream. | was never so glad to see a bridge 
in my life. Nothing more than rough 
planks, about four feet long and nailed 
crosswise on a channeled log, the bridge 
felt like an Interstate to me. 

The trail narrowed again. In places the 
path dodged rocks; in others the ruts 
were so evil no self-respecting rock would 
claim the trail as home. Two slippery 
rocks jumped up and bushwacked Neil- 
son. The first one clipped his front wheel, 
driving him directly into the second, which 
was the Dick Butkus of rocks. Cook got 
extra yardage with a good catapult 
straight in the air over the line of scrim- 
mage. But J. Butkus McRock had already 
flattened the bike and the Editor skidded 
to a stop skin-side down. 

Whereupon the Donks observed the 
importance of proper riding gear once 
again. Neilson had been motoring along 
in short sleeves, and collected a dandy 
forearm strawberry thanks in part to his 
attire. Jennings and | hid inside trailriding 
jackets, but not one of the Donks had 
suitable riding pants—leather and nylon 
combinations with padded knees. Knee 
protection should be a mandatory option 
for novice riders because Donks spend a 
lot of time down on their knees. 

Consider my example. Shortly after 
Cook's scuffle with his rocks, something— 
unknown and unseen—uprooted and 
downsided my Wombat. Having per- 
formed the obligatory Flying-W, and los- 
ing altitude by doing a one-and-five- 
eighths double-reverse half-gainer, | 
made a not-so-perfect one-point landing 
on my left knee. Denim jeans have no 
padding of course, serving only to cover 
the wound. | was going to take a look at 
my knee; but after noticing the blood 
seeping through my jeans, | decided not 
to look, and resolved that under no cir- 
cumstances would my knees ever go off- 
roading without the protection of leather, 
foam and padding. 

Besides better wardrobe planning, the 
next time l'll exercise greater decisive- 
ness on the trail. Bouncing along behind 
Cook, | was enjoying, in my own terrified 
way, the remarkable ability of a moving 
two-wheeled object to stay upright de- 
spite the awful rumpus. Suddenly—every- 
thing happens suddenly to a donk-rider— 
a tree bolted up in the middle of the trail. 
Neilson split to left fork; | took wobbling 
aim for the right, changed my mind for no 
good reason other than cheap imitation, 
swerve-jounced to the left, nicked the 
tree, did a cat-and-dog fight with the 
Wombat which won and deposited us 
both in a heap. 


By this time the Donks had literally 
knocked pounds off the Hodakas. Direc- 
tional signals littered the trail like popcorn 
scattered in a theater aisle. In my haste to 
be on my way from being on my knees, | 
neglected several times to check the tool- 
box. Once it had popped open and spit 
out every tool and spare spark plug. The 
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clean-up crew spotted the pieces and 
retrieved all. Had | been alone, the kit 
would have been lost; and had the con- 
tents been needed later, | might have 
been walking back to civilization. 

Most Donks have difficulty standing on 
the pegs over really rough sections. Con- 
sequently the rear end of the motorcycle 
beats the sitting (or trying-to-sit) rider silly 
as the bike thrashes around. Donks tend 
to foot-down when the motorcycle feels 
like it will topple, but the reaction is wrong. 
Getting a foot down normally diminishes 
your control by getting you further off- 
balance and increasing the likelihood the 
terrain will swat a foot or leg. 

Though Donks may know all of this, 
they still mis-do, and the bikes continue to 
abuse them. So Donks huff a lot, and 
sweat profusely. In fact, Jennings was 
sweating like a condenser-pipe in August. 
He offered sure evidence of this phe- 
nomenon when he loosened the wrist- 
cuffs on his riding jacket, and gallons of 
sweat thundered to the ground. Gordon 
admitted he had reached a trade-off point: 
the jacket-as-body-protector had to go 
because the jacket-as-pressure-cooker 
was turning him into tender pasta. 

By mid-morning Gordon and I had dis- 
carded our goggles which caused our 
eyeglasses to steam up. Part of the dif- 
ficulty lay in our basic physical exertion; 
nevertheless, the glass-fogging made the 
goggles useless. There was no joy in 
removing the goggles, since the dust 
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kicked up by the leading motorcycles 
almost caked our eyes shut. 

| needed telescopic stalks for my eye- 
balls to get them about ten feet ahead in 
order to see around the next corner. 
Understand that the trail was climbing up 
to 3000 feet, picking its way across the 
face of mean cliffs and squeezing down in 
places to the width of a pencil mark. Ed 
and Jim warned us not to frisk along too 
quickly (fat chance of that), inasmuch as 
the narrow path could lurch to the left 
without warning. Straight ahead would be 
a 500-foot drop, matching the danger 
immediately on the right. The rocky cliff, 
usually jutting up to the left, came within a 
few inches of fouling the handlebars. But 
the most distressing sights on the rock- 
pocked trails were the washouts that left 
very little space for donkly wheels. At 
times, | confess, | just did not look—l 
hoped that my particular Hodaka had 
been on this trail before and could figure 
out where to go on memory alone. 

Up ahead of me Jennings plugged for- 
ward, but his bike didn’t have perfect 
recall. It got over the side at the same time 
Jennings bailed out. When | arrived on the 
scene, Gordon had just fished his bike 
back from the jaws of a precipice and set 
out again. On the upgrade Jennings and | 
made a perfect match. He, with more 
donkly experience, could better stay up- 
right, doing his variation of the High 
Mountain Sheer Cliff Donk-Along. Be- 

(Continued on page 120) 
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sides, if Gordon should—as we said 
then—fall from view, l'd know where to 
send the rescue party with Dale-the-Hoist. 
On the threatening upgrades, | provided a 
backstop service in case Gordon killed his 
engine and began a reverse-flight down 
the trail. At such junctures I'd bunt in to 
arrest his rolldown, being careful not to 
deliver a hard base hit which could have 
dropped us 500 feet into retirement. 

Our uphill struggle took us through a 
number of switchbacks that had the char- 
acter of bobsled turns: the corners 
seemed above and below and on all sides 
of you. Donks can easily muff uphill 
switchbacks: snuffing the engine out, run- 
ning outside the trough of the one-eighty, 
or simply failing to make the turn al- 
together. Anyone could tell you when a 
Dirt Donk had sweated and pedalled 
around a switchback: the pungent aroma 
of burned clutch linings curled the fresh 
mountain air. 

Noontime found the expedition at the 
edge of a beautiful mountain lake, re- 
splendent in blue and ringed for miles by 
gigantic trees. Although we were in the 
Umatilla National Forest park-&-picnic 
area, few visitors could be seen. Parts of 
Oregon have been untouched by the im- 
migration explosion, and Umatilla remains 
virgin. Further south, Jennings observed, 
such a park would have tourists crashing 
in over the treetops like breakers. But our 
only contact with Commercial America 
was lunch, some of Colonel Foul’s finger- 
lickin’ fowl catered in by Marvin Foster 
and his magic lunch van. 

Our morning drill had just been a warm- 
up for the afternoon program, the high 
points of which, it was cheerily an- 
nounced, would be a descent along Lick 
Creek (pronounced Lick Crick) and the 
ascent of Ryan’s Grade. So far as the 
Donks were concerned, Lick Crick was 
going to be Sick Crick because there’s no 
way to go down Lick Crick other than 
Lickity Crickety Fast. For Donks that 
meant Lickity-Split-Splat. 

At certain points | thought we must be 
going down Oregon's version of terraced 
Japanese hillsides. You’d reach a place 
where the trail should have turned left or 
right. It didn’t. The trail simply resumed 20 
feet below on the next tier down. Under 
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these circumstances Donks learned to 
use front and back brakes in the dirt, but 
brakes alone weren't enough. Killing the 
engine, dragging your feet, crying for your 
mother—nothing worked except falling 
down and waiting for the world outside to 
stop moving. 

| fell down so many times the count 
escapes me. My most coherent recollec- 
tions about Lick Crick have to do with 
being reeled in and stood up by Dale, Ed 
and Jim—again and again. At least the 
Donks had the satisfaction of seeing 
everyone, including the experts, shut off 
their bikes and walk them through at least 
one hellish downhill switchback. There 
the trail dropped off into an ultra-tight, 
extraordinarily rough off-camber one- 
eighty doubleback; maybe a savvy rider 
could have threaded his way down with- 
out drama, but with the Donks stacked in 
the chute, the experts had no choice. 

For a short while | thought rocky down- 
hills presented the Donks with their great- 
est off-road terror. No way. We had not yet 
seen Ryan's Grade, just one section run in 
the Bad Rock ISDT Qualifier. Now | know 
how this two-day event got its scenic 
name. 

"Ryan's Grade," aka "Ryan's Grave," 
was the piece de resistance—and it re- 
sisted. When viewed from a proper dis- 
tance the Grade looked like the side of a 
big hill, nothing more. Up close, rocks. 
Millions of rocks. Rocks as big as tele- 
phones, bocce balls, Stetson hats and 
wall safes. Rocks anchored to the ground, 
rocks on the loose, rocks with points on 
them like cathedral spires, rocks peering 
up through the grass like prairie dogs and 
rocks lurking down below in evil ambush. 
Rocks to punch the crankcases, batter 
against toes, bounce front wheels straight 
up and off to one side, rocks to steal your 
traction, disturb your line, and bloody 
your knees and break your turn signals. 
Ryan's Grade has enough rocks to recre- 
ate the state of Maine, or to elevate the 
entire Great Dismal Swamp thirty feet 
straight up. 

"| can't seem to keep the damn motor- 
cycle going straight," a sweating, com- 
plaining Neilson whined to Scott, a three- 
time Qualifier Gold Medalist. 

"That's because you ain't missin' the 
rocks," Scott explained. 

Neilson actually had an easy time get- 
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ting up, at least on a comparative basis. 
How do | know? Well, no human could 
have had more trouble getting up than I 
did. In fact my performance went right off 
the Donk Unachiever Scale. 

Scaling Ryan's Grave took me two 
motorcycles; patience, coaching and 
pushing by Ed and Jim; and everything | 
knew about motorcycles, physical educa- 
tion and barroom brawling. Scott, who 
had scouted the way up, reported that all 
was well if you kept to the right. 

Under the theory that more horsepower 
is better than less, | traded my Road Toad 
away for a 250 Hodaka. Gimme that low- 
end religion, | said in my best off-road 
jargon, trying to sound stylish even 
though | was going to look terrible. 

About 100 yards up the 250's low-end 
grunt expired in a sagging chuff. You 
think missing rocks going forward is 
tough; well, just try it going backward, 
downhill with no rearview mirror and no 
hope whatever. After 20 yards of this 
backdown boogie business, the Hodaka 
and | stopped sharply in a cloud of rock 
chips. Someone charitably allowed that 
the 250's ignition system had weakened 
and the engine was beginning to run 
unpredictably; wouldn't | like to switch 
back to the Road Toad? Gimme that no- 
end grunt, | replied wearily. 

The 100cc Flying Frog and | tried a 
direct, frontal assault, bouncing and 
pitching to the right, following the dictates 
of fate more than Scott's advice. The 
Toad clawed its way over the first incline 
and came to a level spot, from whence 
any Donk could observe the nature of his 
problem. Behind was Ryan's Grade 
Minor; ahead, Ryan's Grade Major. RG 
Minor bears the same relationship to RG 
Major as your backporch steps do to 
Mount Rainier. 

The Toad could just as well have been a 
unicycle because the front wheel refused 
to stay down, though hitting every rock on 
the hill wasn't helping anything. It was 
merely a matter of time until the front 
would loop back over my head, precipitat- 
ing a real disaster. When it happened, all 
my luck gathered up and rushed in at one 
point. The Toad flipped, but the han- 
dlebars caught in the only tree I'd seen on 
Ryan's Grave, leaving the bike dangling 
from a limb. Good Lord, | choked, I've 
lynched my own Road Toad. 

After cutting the bike down, it was all 
uphill from there. Suffice to say that with- 
out the quiet counsel of Ed and Jim, the 
Toad and | would be just that much more 
debris on Ryan's Grave today. 

The Donks did about 50 miles of trail 
riding, but if you counted all the extra- 
neous up-and-down, side-to-side front-to- 
back movement, Jennings calculates we 
covered at least 300. 

Cycle's well-used and much-amused 
Donks are still learning. Ask us about 
sand and we'll tell you about the Mojave. 
Inquire about rocks, the reply is Oregon. 
Mud, you say? Just wait. We hear it's great 
in Michigan. e 

CYCLE 


©1976 R. J. Reynolds Tobacco Co. 


" * 
Li 
$ E 
A 
4 
E: t 
^ Led " 
\ ia 
ZI 


4 Where others seek mere 
'| wealth, he searches for 
experience. 


He captures it in his own 
distinct way. 
He smokes for pleasure. 


He gets it from the 
blend of Turkish and 
Domestic tobaccos in 
Camel Filters. 


Do you? 





Turkishand ` 
Domestic Blend 


18 mg. “tar”, 1.2 mg. nicotine av. per cigarette, FIC Report APR. 76. 
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The Honda Fours. 
America's most popular road bikes. 


(Except with our competition) 


Six four-cylinder 
beauties. The largest 
selection — from the 
largest-selling group— 
of road bikes in America. 
Bred from years of expe- 
rience and know-how. 
The Honda Fours. 

The Honda 750, for 
example. It's the world's 
biggest seller. No 
competitive-make 750 can 
touch its success. In any 
cylinder configuration. 

The CB-7505 four- 
pipe exhaust, renowned 
performance and han- 
dling have made it, 
and the CB-550, 
the road bikes for 
motorcycle 
traditionalists. 

Evolving from 
that same Honda 
experience are the 
four-cylinder "four- 
into-one" models, the 
CB-750E the CB-550F 
and the CB-400F Ad- 
vanced technology and 
engineering techniques 
have enabled Honda to 
increase horsepower and 
reduce exhaust system 
weight and engine 
noise. The powerful 
CB-750F and CB-550F 
have rigid frame con- 
struction to help provide 
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| For increased 
efficiency in 

operation and 
performance, the Fours 

feature a dual-cable, push- 

pull, positive response 

es throttle system. 

E 


Open the locking seat and you'll find a glove box, and 
the tools in a tray near the battery. 


Always wear helmet and eye protection, 
keep lights on, check local laws. See Yellow 
Pages for nearest dealer. For brochure: 
American Honda Motor Co., Inc., Dept. YO, 
Box 50, Gardena, Calif. 90247. €1976 AHM. 








Two kinds of exhaust systems for two kinds of riders. The four-into-one (left) adding 
power and reducing noise. And the four separate pipes version (right) 
for the traditionalist. 


superb handling. Luxuri- 
ous. Designed for riders 
who look to the future. 
And the uniquely styled 
CB-400F combines 
power with purposeful 
design for truly remark- 
able handling. 

At the pinnacle of 
motorcycle sophistication 
is the Honda GL-1000. 
No other big bike, of any 
displacement, can match 
the refinements which 
Honda experience has 
built into it. Powerful. 
Responsive. Virtually 
vibration-free because of 
its unique drive shaft 
system and engine 
design. It is the ultimate 
touring machine. 

The Honda Fours. 
Part of a road bike line 
that outsells all other 
makes. Isn't it time you 
enjoyed the Honda Fours 
experience? 


First. For good reason. 
CIRCLE NO. 86 ON READER SERVICE PAGE. 
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The Mulholland 


LTG Long Travel Gas Shock 
is not just for anyone... 


but for everyone that 





demands the best in riding. 


The race bred LTG is designed exclusively for the 
demands of competition riding and for the increased 
load factors of modern G.P. and cantilever setups. 
The all new LTG has a larger volume of special shock 


oil and aluminum cooling fins to reduce heat buildup. eti 


Longer travel and efficient gas operation have 
been coupled with the race proven features 
of the traditional Mulholland MX line to 
provide you with a shock that’s capable of 
conquering the most extreme demands 
possible. 


For your next moto or enduro, 
demand the best . . . demand LTG. 


For information on Interpart's complete line of 
motorcycle products, send $2.00 to Dept. C—7 


CIRCLE NO. 70 ON READER SERVICE PAGE. 
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inlerpart. 


- P.O. Box 390, Gardena, California 90247 
230 West Rosecrans, Gardena, California 90248 
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(CRA5OM/S scrisse testes ced cune October 
Husqvarna 175 Cross Country.. August 
Kawasaki KS-125 Enduro .............. February 
90S CI Bieten January, August 
KD-175 
KH400 
MV Agusta 750S-America ..................... May 
Montesa V75 Enduro 250 .................. March 
Moto Guzzi 850T ............... 
Norton 850 Interstate $ 
Penton Mint 400 Enduro ....................... May 
Suzuki RE-5 Rotary ........... January, August 
GT-750M ........ May, August 
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GISSOML Ne SEN September 
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RM250A .... .... December 
RIMS LOA oues E AR December 
Yamaha YZ-C 125 Monocross............ March 
RD-125B April 
RD200B .June 
MX 400B . .. June 
XS500B ... «July 
RS 100C November 
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Hercules GS175........ ... September 
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Montesa 360 VA MX July 
Moto Guzzi 1000 ...... March 
Penton 175 Enduro January 
2 SON GIS) cette ete EROR June 
Rokon RT-340 II June 
Suzuki GT500 April 
GT185 June 
GT380 August 
GT550 August 
RM125A July 
GS750 September 
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Moto Guzzi 
850T/3 


Exclusive, Patented 
Integral Brake System 


Stopping distance at 60 mph 
Pee p 157 feet 
integral brakes 


197 feet 






Moto Guzzi. Regarded by 
first in touring roadability, comfort 
and performance. 

Now, with the introduction of the 
fantastic 850T/3, Guzzi designers have 
earned another first in safety. An ex- 
clusive, patented, triple-disc integral 
braking system which provides more 
stopping power and braking safety 
than any conventional system be- 
fore it. 

Just apply the foot brake and the 
left front disc and the rear disc auto- 
matically actuate with a built-in bal- 


LL LL ES LS E normal brakes 


many as ance feeding the proper proportion of 


pressure to bring you to a steady, even 
stop. Or, if you prefer, the handbrake 
can be used to apply the right front, 
disc. ; 
Combine this extra measure of safe- 
ty to Guzzi's shaft drive smoothness, 
dependable V-twin engine, and the 
long list of other owner benefits and 
you've got a total package to devour 
the miles in confidence... and style. 
See your nearest Guzzi dealer today 
and inspect the 850T/3 with integral 
braking. You owe it to yourself! 


Rider Magazine says: ". .. it really does it all for the 
touring rider... go, stop and handle.” 


RAILROAD STREET & PLANT ROAD, HASBROUCK HEIGHTS, NEW JERSEY 07604 


Also available in black. Windshield optional. 
CIRCLE NO. 21 ON READER SERVICE PAGE. 


———————————————o———————————— MÀ 







T o AN laudi off two- o-wheeled J met ta 
E P no matter which onejs voir bag: CYCLE 
covers it. All the way. Every month. ex 
CYCLE knows what yet’ re into: Because it's just 
what we're into. We also: know.if you're an ọn- EUST Y^ 
rider today, the odds are you'llebe aw trails: 
tomorrow.” -à 
That's why we write about both. Ta Fem 
-lap-bv-lap coverage of Daytona to deep- in-the-dirt - 
‘details of the U.S. Grand Prix. From seat-offthe-- 
~ pants road tests to technical tips on everything em : fà 
pi changing knobbies to fitting: Mos eM — 


Maybe.that's Sn E os 
Ec CXC. as eem motor e magazine. t 
1 7 Nor matter what you u ride Or where. - 
k Ziff: Davis Publishing Conibany, One Park Avenue, NewYork. N NAUES 
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Complete 
Price, 
Plus 
Freight 
FOB, 
N.Y. 






FANTASTIC BUY ON A FACTORY NEW, FAC- 
TORY CRATED 250 ENDURO BY JAWA! YOU 
: SAVE MANY HUNDREDS OF DOLLARS! 


Jawa is famous for tough, rugged, easy handling ma- 
ze chines. They were building top performing motorcycles 
PT $ generations before some of the other popular brands 
pris E ever thought of making motorcycles! These 250's are 
last year's models, partially disassembled at the factory 
for ease of crating and shipping. Shipped in strong, heavy, 
hardwood crates so they arrive in good condition. Comes 
with instructions for simple, easy assembly. 





G HERE IT IS! YOUR DREAM COME TRUE! A 
































IT'S THE FASTEST 250 MADE! Out of the crate, 
% it will do up to 100 mph. Powerful engine : . . built 
^ for Motocross . . : is tough enough for any En- 

f j bY. f Son ow duro. Comes with 4 sets of sprockets for street, 
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XN trail, Enduro riding and MX racing. It also 
iC x includes a set of jets for finely tuning of car- 
IV buretor to YOUR altitude. Even a complete 
v tool kit is included! Don't worry about 
parts and service. There are over 600 
Jawa dealers in the U.S. Other special 
features of this remarkable 250 are: 
B eAlloy rims that reduce the unsprung 
weight by eliminating dirt and mud 
: buildup. 
e PS eSlim profile for squeezing in and out 
ESS A of tight spots. 
e 
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Y m for lightness. 






eAlloy sunburst cylinder head drilled 





L) eEfficient exhaust system, quietenough 
for street use, yet the power is there. 
Il eConical magnesium alloy hubs. 
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HE EXPERTSSAY: ae rez A TM ES 3000 mi./3 month 
le Illustrated's Buyer's Guide: : QM NU = | 
Quotes from I ENS best motocross machines on the | Mfg r. Wa rra nty : 
Ut and there are both trail and street models am COMPLETE MX KIT (plastic fenders 
kind of durability." “ The macnInes © CZ's do and gas tank, MX tires) AVAILABLE 
same kind 0 inish the race to win and 
—the machine has to finis AT BIG SAVINGS! Just phone our 
Toll-Free number for price information. 




































i iders feel that CZ ma- 
j u "American motocross r! à : 
eus among the best for one simple reason: they ca 


win on them." 



















f gravity, better hand- 

frame for lower center 0 ; 

Fae cornering: sliding. Yet ample ground See aE Sr 
ity ou bash across rough stuff. Truly comp EAE 
NEM cross-country event. Fine for city streets, t00: 


URRY! ORDER TODAY! QUANTITY LIMITED. 


ORDER BY PHONE 


Or call for more information. NO CHARGE, TOLL-FREE NUMBER: 


800-328-5082 


Minnesota residents CALL COLLECT: (612) 721-1714 


Ore Piston Port induction 168 

Engine Single cylinder two stroke Piston Port Inducti 
mm 

Bore & Stroke 70 mm x En ER 

Horsepower 24 DIN @ 6 p 

Cylinder Capacity anaa — 

Carburetor 

Electrical System Alternator 6 v 


Transmission 5 speed positive shift 






Tubular closed 
L ic, long travel, forks 
i t: Telescopic, long ; 
Suspension Eon Hydraulic double action shocks m H : = 
Front: 300 x 21 Barum Universal 
Tires : 


3258 Minnehaha Ave. S., Minneapolis, Minnesota 55406 
Licensed Minn. Vehicle Dealer No. DMC456 


Barum Universal 


o Re STIS 


Wheel Base SS" 
Seat Height Sm 
learance 
Wei ox 251 Ibs/114 kg- : 
Te : 6 U.S. Gallons/13 litres 





LETTERS .. — Continued from page 12 
cle riders paralyzed because they tried to 
get up, or someone moved them, when I 
worked in a hospital. This is an unneces- 
sary tragedy—caused by ignorance—or 
even sadder: arrogance. Thanks again for 
this article—l! hope it has opened many 
eyes. 
Maggie Scandurra 
San Mateo, California 


May | just take a moment to compliment 
you on your excellent article, "After the 
Fall," which appeared at page 52 of the 
August issue, and suggest to those read- 
ers who skipped it that they dig out their 
copy and read a few paragraphs which 
could save their lives? 

On July 1, while on the second short leg 
of a two-day ride to New Hampshire, | 
suddenly decided to throw away my 1974 
BMW R75/6 and dive head first into a 
curb on the uproad side of a left-hand 
turn. We were going slowly at the time and 
the reason for my highside flight has yet to 
be determined; might just have blacked 
out, etc. though | have no history of this 
kind of performance. In any case, | was 
fortunate in two major respects: one of my 
riding companions was a doctor and | had 
decided just that morning to break in a 
new, beautifully custom-painted Bell. 

After regaining consciousness (I suf- 
fered a mild concussion) | heard the good 
doctor giving instructions which, in retro- 
spect, could have been taken practically 
verbatim from your article. My helmet 
wasn't removed until | was inside the 
hospital. My head movements were forci- 
bly restrained and | was kept still and 
constantly reassured that | was in one 
piece as was my mount. 

Now, about that helmet. | smile every 
time | tell someone how ruined the paint 
was—| smile because | can easily visual- 
ize what my head would have looked like 
had it not been there. My usual helmet up 
to that time had been a Bell R-T; it might 
have held up just as well, but | can’t help 
but feel that the Magnum's thicker pad- 
ding cushioned the blow much better. 

| won't bore you with further details; the 
final score was a broken collarbone, shat- 
tered scapula (shoulder blade), two bro- 
ken ribs and a perforated eardrum. 
Damage to bike? Strictly cosmetic— 
BMWs take more than a little fall to hurt 
them. 

| shudder to think what | would have 
done had | been alone (and without bene- 
fit of either the experience or your article), 
but | probably would have ridden the 
rideable bike and undoubtedly exacer- 
bated my injuries (or maybe have killed 
myself). As it is, | am going to sell the bike 
(because | can’t ride it anymore this sea- 
son) and plan to purchase a 1977 R90S. 
The point is: I’m here to start thinking 
about how to pay for the S. 

Believe me, I’m no great lover of 
helmets. | am an attorney and have ap- 
peared before the Connecticut General 
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Assembly to protest our recently-repealed 
helmet law. But what | was (and still am) 
against was the principle of mandatory 
helmet usage, not helmet usage per se. 
As for me personally, | may start wearing a 
Magnum in the car. 

One last thought. Don't think because 
you're an experienced rider you will never 
tumble. | had 19,000 miles on the BM 
alone and considered myself quite an 
expert—ah, humility! 

Excellent article! Great magazine! At 
least you at Cycle realize that biking is a 
little like making love—there are some 
dangers and mistakes will be made, but if 
you're reasonably sure of your technique 
and know what to do when something 
goes wrong, they are both mightily plea- 
surable experiences. 

Tom Sullivan 
West Hartford, Connecticut 


LIVING PROOF 

Recently, after many years of riding my 
own motorcycles, | had my first serious 
accident. | cannot say enough about the 
value of good safety equipment. One of 
these items is the Hydron face shield 
manufactured by National Hydron Inc., 
Rothsville, PA., which prevented my face 
from being torn up. | was doing about 50 
miles an hour when | left the bike (due to a 
front wheel wobble), landing on my 
hands, knees and face shield, did a com- 
plete flip, and slid down the highway on 
the seat of my pants. Injuries sustained 
were a shattered knee cap, broken wrist, 
and severe abrasions from the slide. The 
Hydron face shield had deep grooves and 
scratches in it, but did not shatter; living 

proof of its value and high quality. 
Mrs. Thelma A. Fisher 
Sacramento, California 


OUT OF POCKET 

| recently bought a RD 400C. | really 
enjoyed the road test that you did on it. 
l've been a subscriber for 3 years and | 
enjoy the magazine. 

Anyway the road test said you hit 94 
miles an hour in the quarter. But today | 
raced, for $25, a Kawasaki 500 Triple and 
| lost. My bike redlines at 85 and | shifted 
at 8, not speed-shifting. Now, what did | do 
wrong? 

David Pressly 
Yucaipa, California 
You bet on the wrong motorcycle.—ed. 


DREAD SCOTT 

lam writing in reference to your August, 
76 Editorial concerning Gary Scott's claim 
of the team Harley Davidson engine at 
San Jose. 

| must first preface this by stating that | 
considered the claim rule quite unfair 
when | first became aware of AMA com- 
petition, several years back. 

But recently, due to a change in my line 
of thought, | find myself agreeing whole- 
heartedly with the Editorial. 

Quite interestingly enough, the lime- 


light drawn on this incident may force the 
AMA and its affiliated competitors to reas- 
sess their views and ideas on the future of 
professional motorcycle racing. 

Is the goal to keep costs at a reason- 
able level so as to be within the privateer's 
operating budget, or to push the engines 
(and other hardware) to normally unat- 
tainable limits with factory "limited edi- 
tion" exotica, priced so high it would be 
unaffordable, even if available, to the pri- 
vateer? 

Please don't misunderstand, | am a 
great admirer of the technological ad- 
vances being made by many of the bike 
manufacturers, possible partially as a re- 
sult of racing experience. 

But | also feel the spirit of the whole 
thing is dwindling as a result. 

The privateer, so far as | can tell, is still 
an important backbone in motorcycle 
competition. Are their rights not being 
violated? 

Some sort of compromise has to be 
made, and before it's too late. The title of 
"privateer" may yet join the ranks of In- 
dian, Vincent, BSA, etc. 

What's it going to be, AMA? 

Pete Christie 
Key West, Florida 


PETER WILLIAMS 


In the July, 1976 issue of Cycle Maga- 
zine, Jim Greening's Pipeline column told 
the story of the tragedy that shattered 
Peter Williams' racing career. As an em- 
ployee of Norton (from before the Tri- 
umph merger) who was there on the Isle 
of Man when the Norton and Peter 
Williams won the T.T. and who is an avid 
racing fan, | saw much of what Greening 
describes in this article. | feel that Green- 
ing's treatment of Norton and Norton- 
Triumph is most unfair and one-sided, 
and that there is another story that needs 
to be told. 

First, let's start with Peter's hiring by 
Norton, and his job. Peter came on board 
with the old "Norvil" racing shop at Thrux- 
ton as a racing development engineer for 
the production racing Nortons. After 
much quick success (gained by his tech- 
nical brilliance and the hard work of all the 
Norvil staff) with the Norton production 
racers in 1970 and 71, the road became 
clear—Norton Villiers could not afford to 
subsidize a racing team. If we went rac- 
ing, we needed a sponsor and the racing 
effort would have to stand on its own 
merits and pay its way. It is history that the 
John Player tobacco company in England 
joined Norton in early 1972 to subsidize 
the Norton racing team. Everyone in- 
volved understood that the shoestring 
budget (paltry in comparison to the Player 
car racing sponsorship) meant a very tight 
ship and little reserve for the eventuality 
that the sponsor might back out. 

From early 1972, through the '73 and 
'74 seasons, this was the basis for the 
Norton team, Peter's employers. It would 
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be ignoring the truth to say that all was 
rosy. Frank Perris came aboard as team 
manager and Peter was again made rider- 
engineer. Peter had ideas that he was 
chafing to see made into rolling stock and 
tried. Perris was given the responsibility of 
sticking to a skinflint budget. Inevitably, 
friction developed between the two. 

The budget problems were also in large 
part responsible for the delays in the 
Cosworth. Maybe we could have gotten it 
out sooner—surely there were some ad- 
ministrative decisions that hindsight 
shows as mistakes. But the fact remains 
that Norton, poor little company that we 
were, did finally get the Cosworth out and 
running under the restrictions caused by 
the staggering load of the debtridden BSA 
group, the political double-crosses and 
back-stabbing, the energy crisis and its 
resultant inflation and production debilita- 
tions. The Cosworth was two years late 
but it is a miracle that it happened at all. 

In the meantime, we saw the mono- 
coque Norton—which was Peter's brain- 
child—become a potent force in Formula 
750. Throughout 1973, the Norton ruled 
the short-circuits. It had its shortcomings; 
it lacked the power of the Beez-Umph 
Triples, the light weight of the 350 Yama- 
has, the ground clearance and narrow 
profile of the Imola Ducatis; but it was the 
definitive Formula 750 weapon—a racing 
roadster that had been developed 
cheaply. 

But then came 1974, and the 700 Ya- 
maha. Yamaha came out with this racer 
without a thought to the spirit of Formula 
750 and the converted roadster concept. 
Then they just pissed all over the rulebook 
and told F.I.M. that if they didn't accept the 
700, they and all their riders would boycott 
the series. When the F.I.M. knuckled 
under, the Norton effort, as well as all the 
other European racing teams, might just 
as well have gone home. 

Still, Peter Williams and the John Player 
team soldiered on. The number of circuits 
on which they were still competitive 
dwindled and they were forced to ride the 
wheels off the things just to stay in sight. 
Maybe Peter got in the habit of riding too 
hard, hanging it out too far. This left the 
way open to the tragic day at Oulton Park. 

From the first, everyone knew that 
Peter's career had ended. He had spinal 
damage and was paralyzed from the waist 
down. Both arms were broken and the 
right one was absolutely smashed from 
the elbow down. He had a broken collar- 
bone, shoulder blade, and all the ribs on 
one side were also smashed. As part of a 
legacy of childhood asthma, he de- 
veloped pneumonia and hovered near 
death. His doctor only gave him less than 
a 2096 chance of living and promised that 
he would never regain any use of his right 
hand. The team tried to come back from 
this tragedy, but within 60 days, Player 
dropped their support. The team went 
from shoestring to no budget and still kept 
Peter, hospital-bound, on the payroll. 
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Peter had pulled through the pneu- 
monia and began to regain the use of his 
legs, when his doctor decided that there 
was no way to save his right arm. Jack 
Williams, Peter's father, called Dennis 
Poore with the sad news that surgery had 
been scheduled for the next morning. 
Poore then called a friend of a friend who 
was a bone surgeon in London, jumped in 
his car, drove to Chester, and checked 
Peter out of that hospital and took him to 
London and stuck him safely in a London 
hospital. The London doctor had several 
tries at correcting that right arm and hand. 
It’s still not very useful and most of the 
credit for the subsequent recovery must 
go to Peter's own valiant attempts at 


therapy, but he still has it and that might 
not be the case if the people at NVT hadn't 
cared about him. 

As the winter of 1974 drew on into 1975, 
no sponsor was forthcoming for the rac- 
ing team. The British economy was falling 
heavily on NVT and this, combined with 
the detriment the Government was caus- 
ing, made NVT unable to help with racing 
team money. So the team built production 
racers and did specialty jobs of machining 
and fabricating for other racers to pay the 
bills. Still, Peter was paid his salary. 

When the British government dropped 
the hammer on NVT in August of 1975 
and left the company with no cash and no 
credit, it was clear that the only way to 





Extra layer of leather in palm.absorbs 
wear, prevents blisters. Contoured 
shape won't bunch up 
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Extra layer 
of protective 
leather on in- 
side of thumb 
where wear and 
tear is the roughest 
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and protection 
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days of mass production. 


To guarantee Bates famous workmanship, each protective layer on 
glove is completely sewn by one operator, with six ee! of hanc. Velcro 
different inspections taking place before the Bates 


name goes on. 


They fit like a second layer of skin, but they're rug- — or touring gloves 
ged too. Slip them on just once. Once is all it takes. 


UNLINED LINED MOTO ROAD TUER AND 
TOURING | TOURING | CROSS RACING etii SONS 
f 1t'onal ying 
$11.95 $14.95 $17.95 $19.95 OA SE 











All gloves available in XS. S. M. L and XL 


See your local dealer or send fuli price plus $1.00 


for shipping and handling to: 


ATES ACCESSORY HOUSE, INC.  movementikea . 
Box 1770-CG, 


the quality peop" Long Beach, California 90801 


this good before! 


Just slip your hand into any of these new Bates ROAD RACING 
gloves. Soft, supple. . .exactly the right feel...like GLOVES 

they're already broken in. That's because the The ultimate racing 
leather has been specially glove-tanned for glove. Weighs less 
stretchability. To keep the stretch in, the glove is 
‘bench cut' by hand...almost a lost art in these 


All gloves come in Extra Small, Small; Medium, 
Large and Extra Large to properly tit all 
riders, including younger riders and women 





Genuine leather that is especially tanned 
for stretchability—provides the dura- 
bility you want and the fit you need. 


No inside seams to cause blisters. All 
thread is a special nylon thatis strong, yet. 
will stretch and not cut the leather. 


High-density, shock-absorbent padding 
protects back of hand, fingers, yet each 
stress point is relieved for flexibility. 


Double elastic 
band around 

5 entire wrist for 
: "M. snug fit. Glove 


nem stays on, dirt 
1 N stays out. 


than 1 oz. Stretch fit 
allows sensitive 
fingertip touch on 
controls. Extra 


wrist closure, No 
inside seams. Also 
great as cafe racing 





must be experienced 
to be believed 
Choice leather 
Stretches to match 
every hand 


second skin. Choose 
lined or unlined. 
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POSTAGE & C.0.0, 
FAST 


SERVICE 


Save Leather! 


TOP PROFESSIONAL 
CLEANING & REDYING OF ALL 
LEATHER JACKETS & PANTS 


900000000000000000000000000000000000 
e] All Major Repairs and... All Zippers 
py Repaired or Replaced 
REASONABLY PRICED! 








LEATHER-CLEAN 
2115 E. MAIN ST. A 
BRIDGEPORT,CONN.06610 


cA TOUCH 
4 CLASS 











MCM chrome 


replacement mufflers 


O Quiet [J Custom Styling 
Lj Lightweight [? Easy Installation 
Ci Luster Chrome Finish 


KK offers quality-built MCM replacement mufflers 
for 4-cylinder Honda's and Kawasaki's... 
a great way to dress up a Honda or Kawasaki! 


HAVE YOUR DEALER CALL KK 


KK GIVES A DAMN' 


KK Motorcycle Supply 


431 E. 3RD ST., DAYTON. OHIO 45402 (513) 222 7818 











survive was a massive cutback. Every 
nonessential program and employee 
were axed. In the racing shop, there 
seemed to be no alternative in Peter's 
case. He was a rider who couldn't ride 
and an engineer who was not able to work 
at his drawing. The race shop had payed 
him his salary for almost a full year. Hope- 
fully, he was on the road to recovery but 
the time had come that the team just 
couldn't keep him on any longer. 
Certainly, the tragedy that befell 
Williams impacted everyone in that race 
shop and everyone throughout NVT that 
knew him or had worked with him. The 
racing world lost one of its most proficient 
riders and thinkers. Peter was (and is) a 
warm, thoughtful, humble and most intel- 
ligent person. His loss to the Norton race 
team and the NVT team in general has 
been an inestimable blow to the effort. 
Maybe NVT could have done better by 
Peter Williams but most companies don't 
even come close in the way they treat 
their racers. Whatever, Greening's side of 
the story seems grossly unfair to NVT, 
who were as much a victim of the circum- 
stances and the times. 
B. Henderson 
Legislative Research Assistant 
Norton Triumph Corporation 
Duarte, California 91010 


STRANGE BUT TRUE 

| have owned numerous motorcycles 
over the last seven years and it is with 
both guilt and astonishment that | look 
back on my initial investment—a used 
street Honda 125cc twin for which | paid 
$300.00. 

During the four years and 55,068 miles I 
have owned this machine, my gross inex- 
perience saw me change engine oil only 
twice and spark plugs twice. | can remem- 
ber my dad fiddling with the timing one 


comfort. style- price 


$99.95 


Reg. $129.95 Value 


Heavy Vinyl 
Covering in Black, 
Brown, or White. 


Sewn in 
Pattern 


INQUIRIES 
INVITED 
Contoured 
Foam Over Solid 
Steel (12 gauge) Construction 


Fits Honda GL-1000, 750-4, 550-4, 500-4, Kawasaki Z-1, and Yamaha 650. TO ORDER: 
Send $10.00 (check or money order) plus make & model of your bike. Specify color seat 
desired. Balance C.O.D. plus freight, California residents add 6% sales tax. Allow 30 days 


for delivery. 


CYCLE RIDER 


P.0. BOX 2319, WHITTIER, CA. 90606 - (213) 698-8717 











afternoon in 1969 but | swear | cannot 
remember ever adjusting the valves. 

As for the Honda’s exterior, | must add 
that | was involved in at least one bad 
accident which left the bike beyond re- 
cognition and many less serious spills. 
The bike also helped me through a child- 
ish endeavor to become the world’s best 
motocrosser with neighboring beaches 
and trout streams proving more than help- 
ful in the attempt. 

Friends were amazed at how easily the 
bike started in freezing temperatures and 
only once did a flat tire leave me stranded. 
My only headaches arose when, in late 
1971, pranksters insisted on unscrewing 
my gas cap to add water. 

The following year | reluctantly sold my 
Honda for $100.00 not knowing what luck 
| had had. 

lan Read 
Greenbrae, California 


CUCKOOS 

Not all cuckoos are in a cuckoo clock. A 
hell of a lot of them ride motorcycles. I'm 
one, and | personally know dozens more. 
How to explain? 

| began to suspect my own sanity along 
with that of other riders when | observed 
myself, apparently coherent and rational, 
part with great packets of money for 
things to go on or in my bike, to wit: 

$163.00 for a four-into-one exhaust sys- 
tem to improve performance. (More about 
this item in another letter if the manufac- 
turer is loath to make a satisfactory adjust- 
ment due to the poor quality, bad 
chroming, and misinformation.) Can you 
dig it? $163.00!!! The complete exhaust 
system for my wife's car, installed, is only 
$49.00! 

$65.00 for a pair of superior-performing 
rear shocks and springs— good products, 
installed with no hassle, great improve- 
ment over the stock rubber bands. But 
man! $65.00 for two shocks! All four heavy 
duty shocks for my wife's car only cost me 
$36.00! 

$2.45 for about a pint of fork oil to 
replace the fish oil with which my front 
forks were equipped when new. A quart of 
good quality 10W non-detergent oil is only 
69€. Sixty-nine cents! 

$33.95 for a front tire for this cycle and 
$41.95 for a rear tire and they are going to 
be ready to make into huarachas in about 
six thousand miles. My God, all four tires 
for my wife's car cost me only $86.00 
installed, good for about 18,000 miles and 
with a tread wear guarantee. And now | 
see advertised an electronic ignition sys- 
tem to replace points and condensor for 
my Kaw and the manufacturer has the 
teeth-grinding gall to try to recover his 
entire research, development, and mar- 
keting cost on the first ten units he hopes 
to sell at the brain-crumbling price of 
$159.00! 

Another firm advertises cast alloy 
wheels, which along with the electronic 
ignition system mentioned above would 
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add a touch of personality and perfor- 
mance to my bike if | could find a way to 
purchase them. The wheels are in the 
"neighborhood" of $300.00. Man, | can 
buy a good reliable used car for that kind 
of bread. $300.00 for two wheels? Insane. 

Fairings? Anywhere from $250.00 on 
up. Saddle bags, $150.00 up. Riding 
clothes? Out of sight. 

Finally my drive chain has lasted on this 
bike for eight thousand miles, with careful 
lubrication, and | intend to replace it soon 
with a pair of new sprockets with a 
matched self-lubing chain. Dig about 
$85.00 installed? 

Total cost of items for my two-wheeler 
comes to over $400.00 in eight thousand 
miles. 

Total cost of items for my wife's four 
wheeler comes to just under $392.00 in 
sixty-six thousand miles. Hmmmmm . . . 

It won't do you a goddam bit of good to 
try to point out any reason, logical or 
illogical, why items for motorcycles 
should be so overpriced, under-en- 
gineered, poorly manufactured and 
finished. Nor will you have any success in 
making me eat the garbage that a dealer 
is entitled to $50.00 net profit on any item 
which he does not make nor install, nor 
service nor guarantee, and whose total 
expenditure to obtain the item for you is 
the cost of one phone call and one tripli- 
cate sales slip. For you see, you cannot 
reason with a madman. To try to do so is 
to admit your own madness. 

If I can convince someone that | have a 
reasonable measure of rationality left 
somewhere in my styrofoam brain | might 
just start an accessory business of my 
own. After all, all forms of insanity are 
apparently tolerated today. A license to 
steal is no exception. 

Jim Albreckt 
Ocean Springs, Mississippi 


INFLUENCE 

| feel that since Cycle was responsible 
for starting me riding, | should at least let 
you know how I'm doing. My riding started 
at the ripe old age of 23. My first bike was 
selected almost entirely on the basis of 
Cycle's road tests—l'd never before rid- 
den a motorcycle. 

The first bike | bought was a Honda 
CB500. A leftover, bought in November of 
1973 and picked up in March of 1974. It 
was a great bike and responded well to a 
beginner. After 2 years and 10,000 miles, | 
think l've verified almost everything you've 
written about the 500/550 Honda series. 
Then came the day | wanted something 
biggerandbetterandfaster. 

The January 75 issue turned me on to 
the Kawasaki 900. | rode my Honda down 
to my greater Indy dealer, England Cycle, 
for a test ride on a new Z-1. At the time my 
economic condition and my wife said no, 
so | rode the Honda home. Cycle did a 


retest of the Z-1 in August of '75; then the |: 
article "Eight for the Open Road" was to |- 


rekindle my interest in owning one. 
OCTOBER 1976 


In April of '76 | again was at my friendly 
Kawasaki dealer and although my eco- 
nomic condition hadn't improved too 
much, | took delivery of a new KZ900 a 
week later. After 7 weeks of riding. I'm 
convinced, about the bike and your maga- 
zine. You didn't steer me wrong on the 
Honda and the KZ900 won't disappoint 
me as a super bike. Keep up the good 
work. 

G.B. 
Indianapolis, Indiana 


H.T.W. 
Just a short note to let you know that as 
a subscriber to "CYCLE," I really enjoy 
your articles on How Things Work. 


- I've only been motorcycle riding for 3% 
years and | do all the work on my Triumph, 
which is the first bike | ever owned. Al- 
though | am no master mechanic | feel 
with your articles on these subjects | can 
bridge the gap of what | don't know and 
help to understand more about my bike. 
Please, let’s see more of these articles in 
the future. 
John Greguoli 
Waterbury, Connecticut 


Address all correspondence to: Cook 
Neilson, "Letters," CYCLE -Magazine, 
780-A Lakefield Road, Westlake Village, 
California 91361. Please type neatly, if 
possible. 


STOCKER or CHOPPER? 


We've got a Heat Quencher for your scorcher! 


If you have a Mini-cycle, a 
Midi-cycle, or a Maxi-cycle, 
we've got a cooler for your bike! 
From an XR-75, through CB-360, 
all Honda Fours and a lot of 
places in between, or beyond, 
as the case may be! Sportster, 
Superglide, Electraglide, Tri- 
umph, Norton, BSA, Kawasaki 
900Z, or Yamaha 650. New kits 
for Honda XL-250, XL-350 and 
Gold Wing! Our cooler is fully 
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aluminum dip brazed for max- 
imum strength and a life time of 
optimum thermodynamic con- 
ductivity. It is friction proof, 
The oil pass tubes are loaded 
with high performance lanced 
offset fin to cool your hot ma- 
chine. The cooler installs easily 
and looks sanitary. Available in 
black epoxy enamel or chrome 
From $49.95. California residents 
add state sales tax. 


LOCKHART 
E INDUSTRIES 
INC. 


15707 ae Avenue 
Paramount, Ca 90723 . 4. « V X 
(213) 774-2981 Ww SAM 
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NON-DISPLAY CLASSIFIED: COMMERCIAL 
RATE: For firms or individuals offering commer- 
cial products or services. $1.75 per word (includ- 
ing name and address). Minimum order $26.25. 
Payment must accompany copy except when ads 
are placed by accredited advertising agencies. 
Frequency discount: 5% for 6 months; 10% for 12 
months paid in advance. READER RATE: For 
individuals with a personal item to buy or sell 
$1.00 per word (including name and address). NO 
MINIMUM! Payment must accompany copy. 
DISPLAY CLASSIFIED: 1" x 1 col., $90.00; 2" x 1 
col., $180.00; 3" x 1 col., $270.00. Col. width 
2-1/4". Advertiser to supply film positives. Please 
write or phone for frequency rates. 


GENERAL INFORMATION: First word in all non-display classified ads set in caps at no extra char j i i i 

= - | j ge. ALL copy subject to publisher's approval. All advertisers 
using Post Office Boxes in their addresses MUST supply publisher with permanent address and telephone number before ad can be run. Ads are not 
acknowledged. They will appear in first issue to go to press if received after closing date. Closing Date: 3rd of the 2nd month preceding cover date (for 


example, March issue closes January 3rd). Send order and remittance to Classified Advertising, CYCLE, One Park Ave., New York 10016, Attn: Hal Cymes. 





FOR SALE 








HONDA 250 Elsinore. (213) 542-9353. 
1976 Special Limited "Gold" Edition Goldwing. Gold- 
wheels all special trim. Only 2000 ever made. Great invest- 
ment. $3695.00. John Jassy. 2912 N. Woodward. Royal 
Oak. Mich. 48073. (313) 576-0003 


n | KAWASAKI 

KAWASAKI 350, 3 cylinder engine. 5100 miles and in ex- 
cellent shape. Ported and polished by Denco with Denco 
expansion chambers also stock exhaust. (608) 592-4012. 














LAVERDA 





1975 LAVERDA 1000. Ex-Works Motor. Lo. Mi., Excellent 
Cond. Still Warrantied. $2,800.00. Serious inquiries only 
(203) 847-3070 (eves). 


.NORTON - 








FOR SALE. NORTON MANX/INTERNATIONAL 1935. Run- 
ning perfectly, now even better restored than photograph 
indicates. Possibility to have additional engine and gear- 
box. Contact: Klaus Fischer, Alsentrasse 33, Thalwil, 
Switzerland. Tel. 00411 720 47 34. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


WAREHOUSE DISCOUNT CATALOG: Genuine Parts & 
Accessories for HON-SUZ-TRI-BSA-KAW-YAM. Send 25 
cents or two 13 cent stamps to SPA CITY CYCLE CENTER 
LTD., 71-4 Church Street, Saratoga Springs. NY 12866 or 
call (518) 587-5800. 











APPAREL 


FINEST QUALITY LEATHER motorcycle jackets. shirts, 
pants. boots, belts. gloves. vests. helmets, raingear 
World's lowest prices. Immediate tWelivery. Catalog 25 
cents. Herm's Leathertogs. Dept. C.. 701 Northampton St.. 
Easton, Pa. 18042 





WRITE FOR FREE INFORMATION 
P.O. Box 5023 * Santa Barbara, Calif. 93108 





BUG COLLECTER SUNGLASSES = 


Stop plucking bugs Irom your eyeballs 
— These sunglasses give full eye coverage 
* Cable earpieces so they can't fall off 
your face * Impact-resistant glass lens in 
choice of yellow. grey. or green * Triple 
braced rhodium plated wire frames * 
Brow rest * Carrying Case * 30 day money-back guarantee * Fast delivery * 
Send only $6.95 for 1 pair. or $11.95 for 2. or $16.95 lor 3. Postpaid. For Air 
Mail or Foreign shipments add .55 per pair. You may also use MasterCharge 
or BankAmericard, make sure you copy all numbers on card. 
HIDALGO, SUPPLY CO. DEPT. 8 
PO BOX 35339 == HOUSTON: TEXAS 77035 
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MINIATURE Nickel Plated Cycle Chain Bracelet. Single 
strand $7.75, double $9.50 shipped prepaid. Specify man's 
or woman's. Globe Transco, 370 Commerce, Ft. Washing- 
ton, PA 19034. 

CUSTOM EMBLEMS-— Your Own Design. For price send 
Sketch, size. quantity, colors. Minimum quantity—3 
Chicago Emblem. 1733 Greenleaf, Chicago. IL 60626 





-ATLANTA [DISCOUNT 
SERVICE INC. 


P.O. Box 1662 Smyrna. Georgia 30080 


We import electrically heated riding suits. gloves 
and boots for the serious, year round tourer 
Write for catalog and price list 
Dealers inquiries welcome 
(404) 433-2727 


HALTER TOP Em = 
100% cotton F7. 
knit/3 color 49 o 
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HOOKER HAT ^ L| 

Solid Brass Yellow /Red Heart Patch f [| 
pelt Buckle E $5.95 

Race Jacket — xs,s,m,xl......... 13.958 

B Halter Top — one size fits all . —— 495g 
gitooker Hat — one size fits all — IO 

T-Shirt — xs.s,m,|.xI — 495] 

B Sweatshirt — long sleeves - s,m.l,xl 7958 


ERE check or money order to Hooker, 1032 W. Brooks 

St., Ontario, Calif. 91762. Calif. residents add 6% sales B 

Btax. Sorry no C.O.D 
Name 

B 
Street 

I City State Zip 

fj Or charge it! __ Master Charge: __BankAmericard 

I Card # Exp. Date. 
Signature C 
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HE 


NEW! Send 50¢ in coins for 
COLOR PHOTO CATALOG of 
Made to Measure LEATHERS. 


SHIRTS, JEANS, JACKETS, 

CHAPS. Contour Cut to FIT! 

Tall, Big, & Athletic builds - 
OF ARIZONA satisfaction guaranteed 
Dept. 46 since 1954. 


3903 N. 16 St. 
Phoenix 85016 


Quality is the Good Life 


PRESCRIPTION GOGGLES 


Based on. Mk 9 Superjet Goggles. Excellent visibility — comfortable 
— adjustable nose piece — good construction — metal lens frame 
Clear lens — $45.00...Industrial specs. — impact resistant 
Plastic lens $55.00... Extremely shatter resistant 
Photo Grey $55.00...About 45-85% light transmittance 
Photo Sun $55.00...About 20-65% light transmittance 
(Photo Sun gets darker than Photo Grey) 
Send Prescription with M.O. or certified check to: 
TERGIS PRODUCTS, 75 Zircon PI., San Francisco, CA 94131 


phone orders 602-266-4861 











EMBLEMS, TOP QUALITY, Embroidered, guaranteed 
colorfast. Direct to you from leading factory. Order 25 to 25 
million. Firm quote from your own sketch or our Design-an- 
Emblem Guide” supplied free. A-B Emblem Corp.. P.O 
Box 9695, Weaverville. N.C. 28787. 





ACCESSORIES 





NEW TIRES. Dunlop 400 x 18 K70 $24.00 ea. $21.00 for 3, 
$19.00 for 10. K-Smith Assoc., 11 Mast Ct., Sacramento, CA 
95831. (916) 392-0317. 


TWIS TA 
THROTTLE H 

Counteracts throttle spring tension. 

Ends forearm fatigue safely. 

Mounts easily inside most 

7/8" handlebars. 


Money back 
guarantee. 





$9.88 PPD 
Info on request. 
Dealers inquire. 
Give make & model cycle. 
CMB MFG. CO. DEPT. A 
BOX 57, TEMPE, AZ. 85281 


U.S. Pat. 
3752006 
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CDI IGNITIONS 
for Single-Cylinder Motorcycles 


MOTOTEK CONVERSION KIT Model CD-31 

Changes any flywheel-magneto or E-T ignition to a 
true breakerless CDI. Completely eliminates points. 
Control unit charges and triggers from your exist- 
ing stator-flywheel assembly. Works on 2-strokes 
and 4-strokes. Includes control unit and matching 
ignition coil. Complete, nothing else to buy. $54.95 


MOTOTEK REPLACEMENT CDI Model CD-125 
A high performance CDI unit for the Honda CR-125, 
Kawasaki KX-125 and KX-250, and all Suzuki TM and 
RM models. Includes "black box" and matching 
ignition coil. Timing stays fixed at top RPM. Get full 
power, full revs. Pre-timed with motorcycles listed, 
just connect it up and go. Adaptable to other bikes 
as well — just follow simple timing instructions. 
$54.95 Complete. 
Both models are motocross, trail, and desert tested 
by top riders. Proven performance and dependabil- 
ity. With both models you get mounting hardware, 
silicone HV plug wire, complete instructions, and a 
two year guarantee. 
Order yours now. 10 day money back offer. Send 
check or money order and cycle make, model and 
year to Martek Products, Box 1639, Dept. G, Carls- 
bad, California 92008 

INQUIRIES INVITED 

(714) 729-6604 
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MONTESA ¢ BENELLI * CARABELA * COOPER * HODAKA * 
e VNVGOH * H3dOOO * vi38VHVO * ITI3N38 * VS31NOMW 


CYCLE TIRES. American made “Save $$ Fast delivery 
FREE price list. MILLER TIRE CO.. R.R. No. 5. Box 223. 
Wauseon, OH 43567 





“TUFF-ONE” SPROCKET - 
Bolt on rear sprocket outwears steel & aluminum 


Absorbs shock - Less lubrication 
Minimizes chain breakage 
















SIX MONTH GUARANTEE AGAINST BREAKAGE 
(Free Replacement Basis) 

THE “TUFF ONE” rear sprocket fits 125cc - 900cc Cycles 
Kits also available (Rear sprocket. Counter sprocket & Chain) 
::530 Chain Kit - 7:60 Roller Chain Kit - ::60 D.L. Chain Kit 
SEE YOUR DEALER NOW OR WRITE FOR INFORMATION to 


P. Inc, 2X NEWKIRK, OF. 74647 
NEP, Inc. Phone (405) 3622561 


STOP 








wasting time and money 





Get the all-new, full-color, 324 page 
STEPHEN ALLEN COMPANY 
mail-order catalog: 

FEATURING all the latest and hard to find bike 
and rider accessories for HONDA, KAWASAKI, 
YAMAHA, SUZUKI. Brands like BELL, DUNLOP, 
LAKEWOOD, K&N SCOTT, PETTY, S&W, PACIF- 
ICO, MIKUNI and many more plus thousands of 
replacement parts. ORDER NOW! Only $2.50 
(refunded 1st order). Send cash, check, M.O. or 
BA, M/C no. + exp. date to STEPHEN ALLEN 

CO., PO 5129, San Jose, Ca. 95150. 

















TURBOCHARGE | 
Now 
you can 
change 
your stock 
Honda 
7 à 500/550, 
750, or Kawasaki 
3 2-/K2900 from a 
docile street machine to 
he fastest thing on the road 
with dragster-like acceler- 
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Send $2.00 for 
complete information 


Name 








Address TESE 
City State Zip 
Mail To: AMERICAN TURBO-PAK, INC. 
2127 S. Hathaway, Santa Ana, CA 92705 
(714) 557-7004 








EMPLOYMENT INFORMATION 


OVERSEAS JOBS—Now hiring. 103 countries. all 
occupations, high pay. free transportation. tax benefits. 
Latest computerized reports—$2.00. TRANSWORLD. 
International Airport. Box 90802-CY. Los Angeles. 
California 90009. 

AUSTRALIA—NEW ZEALAND WANTS YOU!!! 50.000 Jobs! 
Paid transportation! Latest information and forms. $1.00. 
AUSTCO. Box 3623-CY. Long Beach. Calif. 90803. 
OVERSEAS Employment. . . Australia. Europe, Asia, South 
America! All occupations! $700-$4.000 monthly! 
Employment International, Box 29217-WX, Indianapolis. 
Indiana 46229. — 


BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES 


FREE SECRET BOOK "2042 UNIQUE Proven Enterprises." 
Fabulous "little knowns’ Work home! Haylings-B. 
Carlsbad, CA 92008. 


CYCLE CLUBS 


BMW MOTORCYCLE OWNERS OF AMERICA—BMW 
NEWS. Emergency Travel Assistance Guide. patch. card 
Dues $10.50. family member $2.50. BMWMOA. P.O. Box 
74K. Newark. CA 94560. 


CYCLE INSURANCE 


LOW RATES. Coverage available in most States. Write for 
application. Motorcycle Underwriters, 466-C Main St.. Glen 
Ellyn, Ill. 60137. 





CYCLE PUBLICATIONS 


1976 CYCLE BUYERS GUIDE 


MOTORCYCLE CATALOG SECTION— 
nearly 250 bikes, with photos and 
technical descriptions € ACCES- 
SORIES DIRECTORY—photos, tech 
descriptions and prices on helmets, 
gloves, goggles, jackets,  wind- 
shields, tools, tires and more @ 
MINIBIKES AND MINICYCLES 
CATALOG SECTION e ROAD TESTS 
ON '76 MODELS e TEN BEST CYCLE BUYS e 


Plus: State Motorcycle Laws 9 Bike Index by Dis- 
placement Category © Motorcycle Distributors € 
Listing of Major Competitions. It's the whole bag— 
and your next bike is here! Order your copy from 
Cycle, Buyers Guide, Consumer Service Division, 595 
Broadway, New York, N.Y. 10012. Enclose $2.25 


($1.95 plus 30c postage and handling). Outside 
U.S.A. $3.00 postpaid. Residents of Calif., Col., 
Fla., IIl., Mich., Mo., N.Y. State, D.C. and Tex. add 
applicable sales tax (postage and handling charges 
non-taxable). 








CRIMEFIGHTERS! Shoplifting! Lockpickina! Debugging! 
Al! 3 books for only $5.00. Don-Q, Box 548-CY. Seattle. WA 
98111. 








Road Rider 


The only motorcycle magazine 


published solely for the touring 
rider. $10.00 for 12 issues, or 
send $1.00 for a sample copy 
to: PO Box 678, Dept E, 
South Laguna, CA 92677 





EQUIPMENT AND PARTS 


PARTS EGLI 


Mail Order Service Worldwide. 


entr CYCLE CITY Inc. 


Amityville, N. Y. 11701 


Call 516-842-5771 
HONDA MOTORCYCLES AND PARTS ARE CHEAPER IN 
CENTER, TEXAS. When ordering parts please give us 
Model. Year, Frame Number and Engine Number. HAYDEN 
HONDA. P.O. Box 829. Center. Texas 75935. Phone (713) 
598-2330 and 598-2322. 








IF YOU NEED 








BMW and NSU Motorcycle complete parts and service 
WEST VALLEY CYCLE SALES. P.O. Box 2068. WINNETKA. 
CALIFORNIA 91306. Mailorders handled promptly 


State Model No., year, frame & engine nos. 


NEW 80pg CATALOG 
& Cycle Sound Record $ 1 


($1.50 by Air Mail anywhere in the world.) 


HONDA of MINEOLA 


336 Jericho Tpke., Mineola, N.Y. 11501 


BSA Parts 


Kawasaki Parts 


SHIPPED SAME DAY 
NORFOLK Box 81, Rte 1A 
MOTORCYCLES Norfolk, MA 02056 

Call (617) 384-7555 


NATION WIDE 
TRIUMPH 


Mail Order Service 
OF WELLESLEY 














184 Worcester St. 
Wellesley Hills Mass ozw 
617 235 9729 





HONDA 
PARTS & ACCESSORY 


WAREHOUSE 


WE'RE NUMBER 
ONE FOR 


ACTION 4'S - DUNLOP 


KONI - BELL - NGK 
YOSHIMURA - WIXOM 
VETTER— AND MORE 


CARR’S HONDA 


6800 N. CLARK CHICAGO IL 60626 
312-274-7777 


INCLUDE MODEL, YEAR, SERIAL NO. 


KAWASAKI 


PARTS & SERVICE — MAIL ORDER C.O.D. 


Machine Work & Speed Work Our Specialty 
Cranks & Rods Rebuilt 
Porting, Boring, Complete Engine Overhauls 


BIG BORE KITS for TRIPLES 
800/850cc Kits for Kawasaki 750 H2 


700cc Kits for Kawasaki 500 H1 
Street and Race Motors 


Send $1.00 for illustrated catalog. 


arlington 


1098 Mass. Ave., Arlington, Mass. 02174 e (617) 648-1300 








SAN DIEGO MOTORCYCLE SALVAGE. USED parts for all 
makes and models. 2676 Newton Ave., San Diego. CA 
92113. (714) 235-6261. 


HONDA-YAMAHA PARTS WAREHOUSE one day mail ser- 
vice. Any parts or accessories for street, MX or cafe 
machines. Send make, model, year, engine and frame 
numbers, or call (914) 358-2024. THE HOUSE OF POWER, 
70 Route 59, Nyack, N.Y. 10960. 


parts YAMAHA 


80cc to 400cc 


Super Catalog ^ 322 Pages © Color $2.50 
Refunded With First Order 
DJ' 


Yamaha 17550 W. Bluemound 








TOOLS 


Shop Manuals $5.95 





West Brookfield, WI 53005 
(414) 786-8390 


CALL 
TOLL FREE 


FROM ANYWHERE in U.S.A. 


800-221-9810 


GENUINE HONDA PARTS 
24 HR. MAIL UPS SERVICE 
OUR 50th ANNIVERSARY 
State Year, Model, Eng. & Frame Nos. 
Our New Parts & Access. Cat. Avail. Send 
$1.00 for Postage & Handling. $1.50 for Air. 
1845 LINDEN BLVD., BKLYN. 11207 


R 
L DA State CALL: 212-257-0230 
S «HONDA 











BREAKERLESS electronic ignition systems now available 
for ‘71 thru '76 HARLEY-DAVIDSON V-twins, $85. Breaker- 
less systems for all DUCATI 750's, $105. For full details 
write L-T Ignitions, 1621 Queen Anne Ave. N., Seattle, WA 
98109. 









. . . turns loose 
up to TWICE 
E POWER for 
touring, trails 

or track! 


WHEN WIDE OPEN doesn't 
quite make it any more, you need Powroll. 
We me four-strokes turn on — often can 

double your engine's power. Suddenly 
there's throttle to spare. Nice feeling, 
being a winner. Are you ready for it? 
Our new catalog/performance guide tells 
what and how. Send $2 for your copy. 








Honda, Kawasaki and Yamaha 4-stroke 


performance specialists 


OWROLL 


Box 1206E10 © Bend, OR 97701 e (503) 382-6395 
133 





PHONE: 
(213) 286-2550 


OYAL 
NFIE 


WEST 

Mail Order Parts, Shop Manuals, etc. 

Largest Stock in U.S.A. — Tell us your needs today! 
304 Agostino Rd., San Gabriel, Ca. 91776 





| NORTHEAST UNITED STATES 
LARGEST MOTORCYCLE JUNKYARD 
Hard to Gei Farts at Fair Prices 
HIGHEST PRICES PAID FOR 
WRECKS AND PARTIAL CYCLES 


CYCLE SALVAGE, Inc. 


157 Water Street New Haven. CT 06511 
Phone: (203) 624-4315 








325 ORDER FROM YOUR OWN 1976 





pages MB MOTORCYCLE PARTS & 
in color] ACCESSORIES CATALOG 
e 
all send name, address, $2.95 to 
models | ALLYN'S HONDA/KAWASAKI 
and 958 N. Maclay 
makes San Fernando, Calif. 91340 


HONDA-KAWASAKI-SUZUKI-YAMAHA 


PARTS & ACCESSORIES 


NAME BRANDS — BELL - CASLER - HOOKER - NGK - CASTROL - DID 
GOOD YEAR . DUNLOP - YUASA - BOGE - KONI - BELSTAFF - SCOTT 
PACIFICO - AND MANY, MANY MORE. SEND $1.00 FOR ALL NEW DEALER 
COST. 32 PAGE CATALOG T0: GEN-PARTS, P.0. BOX 600, CHESTER, N.J. 
07930 





eastern cycle salvage me ——— | 
| £ f$" USED PARTS | 
| LS aK 


All makes and models. Save up to 50% of retail 
Many early & late Japanese & obsolete British 
parts in stock, Prompt ] day service 
Write Dept. C, 87 Park St. 
Beverly. Mass, 01913. (617? 922-3707 








CYCLE RANCH SALVAGE 
We Buy & Sell Used Motorcycles & 
USED PARTS! Also NEW HONDA 

BMW - TRIUMPH - CAN-AM - BULTACO 


CYCLE RANCH SALVAGE 
37 Lake Ave., Ext. Danbury, CT 06810 
Call 203-743-6508 or 203-748-7710 











a a 
i I 
Order your FREE Accesso 


CATALOG 


PARTS UNLIMITED 
2727 Calle Olivo. Thousand Oaks. CA 91360 
1-805-492-5992 





| TOLL-FREE x 
cht Or 
PARTS & / 
ACCESSORIES 


WEST 
COAST 
SAVINGS 


America’s 
Largest 
Phone-Order 
Parts Service 


Bank Americard 
& Master Charge 


ORDERS FILLED IN 24 HRS. 


Altyn's Honda/Kawasaki $58 M. Macy c it 
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TRIUMPH 


PARTS: from ‘47 on... 


-G.P. Cycle Works. . .472] Telegraph 
Ave...Oakland, CA 94609 

-(415 )658 -9844 

-State: Make, Model, Year, I.D. No. 








NEW AND USED PARTS for cid American Motorcycles. 
Catalog 50 cents Ballak & Co . 6716 Walsh. St Louis. MO 


63109 











GOVERNMENT SURPLUS 


US GOVERNMENT SURPLUS DIRECTORY How. Where 
to buy 100.000 items (including Jeeps) Ow as 2 cents 





on dollar' Most complete inform n $2.00 
SURPLUS DISPOSAL. Box 19107-WX ngton. DC 
20036 

JEEPS. TRUCKS. Typically From $52.40 Automobiles, 
Boats. Motorcycles. Airplanes, Typewriters. Tools 


Clothing. Sports. Camping. Photographic. Electronics 
Equipment. 200.000 Bid Bargains Nationwide Direct 
From Government...Low as 2 cents on Dollar! Surplus 
Catalog and Sales Directory $1 00 (refundable first order) 
National Surplus Center. 240 Eastclass-CY. Joliet. !L 
60432 


INVENTIONS WANTED 


INVENTIONS 
IDEAS WANTED 


Developed, Marketed for Bí cona tor FREE booklet: 
Cash/Royalty. he 
Sales or Licensing to Industry. $ How to Safeguard, Develop 


and Market Your Ideas 


NO IDEA IS TOO SMALL to Industry.” 


LAWRENCE PESKA 
ASSOCIATES Name 


500 Fifth Ave., Dept. CO6 
New York, N.Y. 10036 





Toll-Free No.: (800) 223-6655 
(N.Y. State residents call: 
(212) 391-6350) 


Offices throughout the USA & Canaca 





PERSONALS 


CONDOMS for Men—by mail! Thirty top brands— 
Jade.. Textured Nacken, Profile. Three samples: $1 
Twenty-two mixed samples: $5. Plain package. Poplan 
P.O. Box 400. Dept. CCY-10. Carrboro, NC 27510 


RECORDS, HI-FI AND ELECTRONICS 


RECORD RATERS WANTED! Anyone qualifies We ship 
you nationally released LP's to rate. We pay postage and 
handling You pay nothing for LP's. All you pay is smal! 
membership fee. Applicants accepted ‘first come basis 


Write EARS inc . Dept. CY. Box 10245. 5521 W Center 
Street. Milwaukee. Wisconsin 53210 


MISCELLANEOUS 


IDENTIFICATION Cards. send stamped self-adcares 
velope for samples NIPCOF 727 North Main. Las 
Nevada 89101 

SLEEP LEARNING Hypnotic Me 
Deta:ls tree ASR Foundation. Box 23 
jale. Flonda 33307 
TAROT Decks Book 
25 cents US Games Sys € 
je South. New York. NY 10016 














r ept! CY 468 Park 








er Service Divisior 
v > variety of products associat e specia e 
esis of readers of Ziff-Davis magazines PSYCHOLOGY 
TODAY. POPULAR PHOTOGRAPHY. STEREO REVIEW 
POPULAR ELECTRONICS. BOATING. FLYING CAR & 
DRIVER. CYCLE. SKIING Send for YOUR free g 
tay Consumer Service Div .595 Broadway, Dep: CL NY 
NY 10012 
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Information Service 


Cycle Reader 
Brochure Service 


Here's a listing of the latest in literature on 
commercially available motorcycle products. 
To receive any of the following materials, 
simply circle the number next to the item on 
coupon at right. Your request will be for- 
warded to the appropriate company. 


101. 


102. 


103. 


104. 


105. 


106. 


107. 


108. 


109. 


110. 


iius 


112. 


113. 


114. 


115. 


Details of Lester cast aluminum wheels are contained in a colorful 
brochure. Info on ordering a set is included as well. 


From Marubeni Corp. comes an illustrated catalog with informa- 
tion on Red Wing suspension systems. Features a complete shock 
absorber cross-application chart. 


Filtron Air Filter elements for off-road and street applications are 
the subject of this brochure from Interpart Corp. 


Vetter offers you their full color brochure on fairings featuring the 
Windjammer Ill and available options. 


Continental Tire has a pamphlet on their second generation Conti 
Twins for street bikes which also covers the testing and engineer- 
ing. 

Husqvarna features their 1976 off-road competition bikes in the 
124cc to 354cc range in a colorful brochure. 


Shinobi offers complete information on their water cooled head for 
dirt bikes. 


If you're into camping and off-road riding, Dick Cepek Inc.'s 
catalog contains just about anything you would need in tires, 
wheels, accessories, books, maps and other goodies. 


Fenders, mud flaps and "pac tanks"' are featured in Pacifico's Dirt 
Products 4 pg brochure; a breakout of all models they fit is 
included. 


Cosmopolitan Motors, Inc. provides information on the Benelli 
bikes, as well as the Cosmo Accessories: A complete list of dealers 
is also included. 


Montesa offers its brochure in color with specs, for all their 
models. A trials posterization is featured, along with pics and specs 
for the models offered. 


The Robert Bosch Corporation lists its line of motorcycle spark 
plugs. Bikes are matched to plugs, in an easy-to-read brochure. 


Stihl Oil, Inc. offers literature sheets with pics and specs on dirt 
and street models from Malguti. 


Hard to find van equipment and accessories are described in a 
leaflet from Subi Sales Co. 


Discojet Corp offers a variety of "Super-Trapp"' silencers for all 
types of bikes in their brochure. 


Here's how you can get additional information concerning products 
and services advertised in this issue, the New Products Editorial Sec- 
tion, and the listing on this page: 

1. Clip one of the coupons. Print, or type, your name and address as 
indicated. Be sure to include Zip Code. 

2. Please circle the number on the coupon which corresponds to the 
number at the bottom of the advertisement, New Product listing, or 
next to the item in our brochure listing on which you wish further 
information. 

3. Enclose 25é to cover our processing costs. Your name will be for- 
warded to each company from whom you have requested further 
information: Listed companies will mail out literature as they deem 
appropriate. 

4. Mail Coupon and 25é to: Cycle 

P.O. Box 2904 

Clinton, lowa 52732 

5. Allow 4 to 6 weeks for receipt of literature and information. 

aa se aS ‘Rec ae Sa 

CYCLE, P.O. Box 2904, Clinton, lowa 52732 Don't Forget € 

EXPIRES DECEMBER 31,1976 CC 10/76 A Quarter 25 
For Processing 




















Name I—— IE. ee oe 
| Address E : — E 
City = dele cm | 
State _ aes —— IPC OCG = =e TR 
For information on items circle numbers below. c 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 n 12 13 
14 15 16 7 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 
27 28 29 30 31 32 33 34 35 36 37 38 39 
40 41 42 43 44 45 46 47 48 49 50 51 52 
53 54 55 56 57 58 59 60 61 62 63 64 65 
66 67 68 69 70 71 72 73 74 75 76 TT 78 
79 80 81 82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90 91 
93 94 95 96 97 98 99 100 101 102 103 104 
106 107 108 109 110 111 112 113 114 115 116 117 
"9 120 [0 Please send me 12 issues of Cycle for $3.99 and bill me. 
SES Sea IX Se SS SSS 





CYCLE, P.O. Box 2904, Clinton, lowa 52732 
EXPIRES DECEMBER 31,1976 CC 10/76 


Don't Forget 
A Quarter 25¢ 
For Processing 

















Name. . . E 
Address — = — == — | 
City " — 
State __ E Zip Code = a 
For information on items circle numbers below. iB 
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Please send me 12 issues of Cycle for $3.99 and bill me. 
CTEEUOEEE gl SS oad Sas 


CYCLE, P.O. Box 2904, Clinton, lowa 52732 





























i i a 3 Don't Forget 

116. Better N Leathers enduro jackets, mx pants and rainsuits are EXPIRES DECEMBER 31,1976 CC 10/76 A Quarter 95€ 
available from Visa Therm Products. For Processing 

117. A tunable bolt-on air suspension system available for street and Name. —  — — —— - — - —— - 
competition motorcycles is described in an 8 page brochure from Address | ç — < —ć —ć ae AE A m 
Reeder, Inc. 

118. Kimstock, Inc. offers a colorful six page brochure featuring the BI. ur ux. | aie C as aa, 
Voyager line of fairings and saddle bags, as well as tie downs, State __ = M c Zip Code z4 
ramps, and more. For information on items circle numbers below. A 

119. Hi Point's catalog features Enduro, Moto-Cross and Dirt Riding l 2 3 E s id : s 3 1 u A bs 
Accessories 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

» 27 28 29 30 31 32 33 34 35 36 37 38 39 

120. GEM Products will send information on Reed Valve kits and Reed/ 40 41 42 43 44 45 46 47 48 49 50 51 52 
Mikuni combinations for many dirt bikes. Also a complete Mikuni 5s 54 S3 aS SA Ps 2L. MEHR CON cM CU TeS 
catalog. 66 67 68 69 70 71 72 73 74 75 76 Zr 78 

79 80 81 82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90 91 

R 92 93 94 95 96 97 98 99 100 101 102 103 104 

For any of the above information circle ap- 105 106 107 108 109 110 11 Viz oz nse as: e 7 5137 
. . 118 19 — 120 PI d me 12 i f Cycle for $3.99 and bill me. 
propriate number on a coupon at right! P QUEE MEE IL csse cd oaa be 
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NEWSLINE................ Continued from page 6 


Dixie Wheels: Dixie International, Inc. 
(1721 Woodland Avenue, Columbus, 
Ohio 43211) has just released their new 
Seven-Star Cast Alloy Wheel. According 
to the distributor, installation is easy, be- 
cause the wheel can be used with the 
bike’s original bearings, axle, disc brake 





or drum brake assembly. No additional 
adaptors or kits are required. Moreover, 
the distributor points out, the wheel re- 
duces the total weight of the bike and 
contributes to safety in handling. For or- 
dering information, write to Dixie, or ring 
them up at 614/253-0901. 
CIRCLE NO. 7 ON READER SERVICE PAGE 


The 99¢ Fix: There are a lot of cases in 
which a tank or fender gets a scratch, 
rock-pock, or chip. It’s a minor but major 
thing. It’s not big enough to sand out, 
primer and spray with an aerosol, but ugly 
enough to aggravate the hell out of you. 
The solution is Lubri-Tech’s half-ounce 
touch-up paints, available in 70 colors to 


ME Me 
PAINT. 


MAJ 
i TAES ORIGINAL FACTORY coon 
ny 





match the original equipment on most 
1975 and 1976 Honda, Kawasaki, Suzuki 
and Yamaha motorcycles. Suggested list 
price is 99€. Look for the Lubri-Tech 
display at your motorcycle dealer, or write 
Nicks and Scratches, Lubri-Tech Prod- 
ucts, Inc., 7106 Barry Avenue, Rosemont, 
Illinois 60018. 

CIRCLE NO. 8 ON READER SERVICE PAGE 
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Here Comes Flash: Flash Yokohama, that 
is. Yokohama has introduced their new 
line of high-performance V-rated super- 
bike tires. (V-designated tires are de- 
signed for bikes with maximum speeds 
beyond 130mph). The Road Flash 988 
front tire has a semi-rib pattern; the ribs 
are in the center section of the tire, and 
the sides have block patterns. The Road 
Flash 989 rear tire has an interlocking 
tread block pattern. Both tires are built on 





a base of four full plys of low-angle, high- 
strength nylon. According to Yokohama, 
the Road Flash series features stability, 
long-mileage life, and good handling and 
grip on both wet and dry roads. Current 
sizes available are 4.00 x 18 rear, and 
3.25 x 18 front. For further information 
see your Yokohama dealer, or contact 
Yokohama Rubber Co. Ltd., 1530 Church 
Road, Montebello, CA 90640. 
CIRCLE NO. 9 ON READER SERVICE PAGE 


Rack Business: Take your choice— 
chrome or teakwood styles—in the new 
Arthur Fulmer 6000 Series luggage racks. 
Both racks feature adjustable mounting 
and universal brackets, so that units can 
be adapted to many Harley-Davidson, 
Honda, Suzuki, Kawasaki and Yamaha 
models. The 6000 Series racks are con- 
structed of 14-gauge electric-welded 





steel tubing and have neoprene vibration 
dampers to minimize the chances of en- 
gine vibration breaking the rack. The 
racks easily accommodate slip-in leaner 
and sissy bars. Additional information can 
be provided by Harvey Carr, Arthur 
Fulmer Company, P.O. Box 177, 
Memphis, TN 38101. 
CIRCLE NO. 10 ON READER SERVICE PAGE 





Going to 80: S & S Cycle Equipment 
(P.O.Box 215, Viola, Wisconsin 54664) 
announces their all-new 80-cubic inch 
stroker pistons for the Harley-Davidson 
74. The set comes complete with rings, 
pin locks and pins; the pistons are de- 
signed to be used with S & S's 4%-inch 


'stroker flywheels. The pistons and stroker 


flywheels can be easily installed as direct 





eu. B 


meu O EE. 


OQ 


replacement components, without using 
cylinder base plates. Built for all FL, FLH, 
FX and FEX models, these die-cast 
pistons with internal steel struts are avail- 
able in standard through .070-over sizes. 
Write or call (608/627-1790) for further 
information on this and other H-D speed 
equipment. 
CIRCLE NO. 11 ON READER SERVICE PAGE 


Electro Pro Series E-2: Electro has a 
way to get your head into a lot of protec- 
tion. Among other things, the Pro Series 
Electro helmets feature multi-layered 
hand-laminated fiberglass shells, full lin- 
ings with low-density shock-resistant ma- 
terial completely covered with black nylon 
Trylon, overstuffed ear area padding for 
additional comfort, a true neck roll made 
from high-density foam for ultimate neck 


: 2 
Fleebro 





comfort, and overstuffed cheek pads for 
added cheek protection and comfort. Of 
course the Pro Series helmet exceeds Z- 
90 la-1973 standards, 1974 DOT speci- 
fications and the headgear complies with 
the safety regulations in all 50 states. See 
your dealer, or for further information, 
contact Electrofilm, Inc., 7116 Laurel Can- 

yon Blvd., North Hollywood, CA. 91605. 
CIRCLE NO. 12 ON READER SERVICE PAGE © 
CYCLE 


MARS 


©1974 R. J. Reynolds Tobacco Co. 


^ Taste i isn qr everything. Its the only thing. 
C» Isnoke for pleasure. That's spelled T-A-S-T-E 
That means Winston. Winston won't give you.a new amie. 
_ All Winston will ever give me is taste. 


at 


n 
-— 


Alt taste that ats very re cigarette isn't real, 
VEM 


Warning: The Surgeon General Has Determined 
That Cigarette Smoking Is Dangerous to Your Health. 














INTRODUCING TOYOTAS 
SR-5 LONG BED SPORT TRUCK 





1 GEAR LONGER. 
7 5-speed overdrive trans- 
mission. So, you can be pretty 
picky about the revs you want from 





From the torque of a 3.287 first gear 
up to a money-saving 0.853 fifth gear. 
15.9" LONGER. To go with that sporting 5-speed 
Than our standard pickups. So you can overdrive transmission you get wide 
load up on three full size dirt bikes instead radial tires, Hi-back bucket seats, an 
of just two. Or haul off 1100 pounds and AM radio and a roomy cab with wall- 


7-feet-plus of just about anything else. to-wall carpeting. All at no extra cost. 


our big 2.2 liter cross-flow engine. 





6 MPG 
LONGER. 


Last year, our pick- 
ups were rated at 
27 highway mpg 
and 19 city mpg in 
EPA tests. This year 
the SR-5 Long Bed 
Sport Truck was rated even better— 33 high- 
way mpg and 20 city mpg in 1976 EPA tests. 
These mileage figures are estimates. The 
actual mileage you get will vary depending 
on your driving habits and your car's con- 
dition and equipment. i 

There's a full line of Toyota Half-Tons to 
choose from. Our standard length Half-Ton. 
Our standard length SR-5 Sport Truck. Our 
Long Bed. And the new SR-5 Long Bed 
Sport Truck. 


TOYOTA 


YOU ASKED FOR IT. YOU GOT IT. 


CIRCLE NO. 76 ON READER SERVICE PAGE. 
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